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President’s
message
as 2018 draws to a close, i reflect on the work the 
chamber has done in the past 12 months.

mareeba is a dynamic community which draws its 
business strength from a number of key industries, 
including, but not limited to, retail, agriculture, industry 
and tourism. 

our success in helping mareeba grow and prosper was 
recognised in the australian bureau of statistics 2016 
census which, in september, named mareeba as the 
largest urban centre in Far north Queensland outside 
cairns. 

this was no surprise, given the work we do as a 
chamber and collaboratively with mareeba shire 
council to strengthen our local economy and position 
mareeba as a strong retail, industrial, tourism and 
agricultural centre. 

boasting 300 sunny days a year and as the gateway to 
cape york Peninsula, mareeba provides a wide range 
of goods and services that rival other centres across 
the region. 

but while we enjoy the fastest population growth in 
Far north Queensland, it's imperative that our public 
infrastructure including health services and the road 
network, are maintained and upgraded to cater for this 
increase.

For those industries and sub-industries to function and 
prosper there are key drivers that need to be in place 
to ensure mareeba’s infrastructure keeps pace with its 
growth.

one of the top priorities for the chamber is a safe, 

efficient road network. we have lobbied strongly for 
continued improvements on the road between cairns 
and mareeba, including the Kuranda range. when 
there are unexpected road closures on this critical link, 
mareeba and the tablelands as a whole, suffers. 

we implore the state and Federal governments to 
continue to invest heavily in this road to ensure it meets 
current and future demands.

more than half a century ago the construction of tinaroo 
dam provided the foundation for mareeba to establish 
itself as the economic capital of the atherton tablelands, 
driven largely its growth in agriculture.

today, we find ourselves again looking at ways to 
improve water security, first and foremost, through 
improvements to the existing channel system but, on a 
bigger scale, investigations into a new dam, nullinga, 
and the Johnstone river diversion. 

while agriculture has largely driven mareeba’s growth, 
tourism is fast becoming one of the key economic 
drivers of the region. 

with an international airport at our doorstep and an 
abundant number of natural and man-made attractions, 
the chamber is actively promoting our town to the self-
drive market. work has started on various tourism 
itineraries.

Finally i take this opportunity to wish our members and 
stakeholders a happy and safe festive season and look 
forward to continuing the good work in 2019.

Joe Moro
President 



how pleasing it is to be able to once again report to the 
community of the mareeba shire council on a positive 
and successful year. 

the dust has well and truly settled on issues arising 
from de-amalgamation and the time has come for some 
truly imaginative and clever thinking.

much has been achieved in this past year; particularly 
in the three areas most important in guaranteeing a 
sound and prosperous future  – vision, planning and 
advocacy.

Vision
as we require a new water treatment plant within the 
next ten to fifteen years, it is imperative that we look 
to the future and to possible better options. with the 
assistance of the Queensland government, council is 
proceeding with a study into what our options are to 
secure the best cost alternative to mitigate the costs for 
the ratepayers.

one of the options being looked at is the possibility 
of sourcing the mareeba town water supply from 
the channel system at the top of the Jump-up (near  
walkamin). if this option is shown to be viable in 
providing for the gravity feed of water to the town, then 
planning can commence for the implementation of the 
scheme.

Planning
over the past year council has completed long-
term planning studies on the mareeba cbd traffic 
management plan, a full and comprehensive review 
of the Kuranda infrastructure Plan, the shire town 
beautification Plan and the basalt gully development 

Plan; all of which are aimed at bringing the shire into 
the future.

council is proceeding with the development of a long-
term asset management plan incorporating all of our 
strategic assets including water and sewerage, roads 
and built assets, to ensure that all of the $428 million 
worth of council assets are managed and maintained 
in good condition into the future.

adVocacy
council has adopted a much more strategic view of 
our role in regional affairs, with high level involvement 
in the Far north Queensland regional organisation of 
councils (FnQroc) and the inland Queensland roads 
action Project (iQ-raP) in particular. 

these organisations are actively involved in regular 
contact with both government and opposition members 
in brisbane and canberra, in pursuit of higher levels 
of funding for roads, water and other strategic 
infrastructure.

this new approach has resulted in visits to both brisbane 
and canberra on a number of occasions, resulting in an 
extra grant of $5 million for the redevelopment of the 
mareeba airport.

this year we have once again managed our resources 
well, meeting budget expectations, keeping rating and 
service charges within the bounds of the capacity of 
the community to pay and remaining focussed on the 
core business of local government.

cr Tom gilmore
mayor 

maYOr’s
message



POPULATiOn
Usual Place of Residence

MaReeba 7,741
innisfail 7,236

aTheRTon 6,871

source: cummings economics from australian 
bureau of statistics 2011 and 2016 census data. 

mareeba named the 
largest urban centre in 
Far north Queesland 
outside Cairns
the strong growth of mareeba 
Shire over the last decade 
has seen the town emerge as 
the largest urban centre in Far 
north Queensland outside of 
cairns.

the latest census data for 
population by usual place of 
residence in urban centres 
(as defined by the australian 
Bureau of Statistics) recorded 
the following populations – 
mareeba 7,741, innisfail 
7,236 and atherton 6,871.

as urban centres, mareeba 
is recorded as having grown 
(2011 census to 2016 
census) by 447, atherton 
205 and innisfail 60.

population growth in Local 
Government areas (LGas) 
served by the three urban 
centres (2006 to 2016 
(census usual place of 
Residence), shows a similar 
picture with mareeba Shire 
leading by a wide margin.

mareeba Shire recorded 
a growth of 18.8%, while  
tablelands Regional council 
had 4.8% growth and  
cassowary coast on 3.3%.

part of the reason for mareeba 
Shire and mareeba’s urban 
growth has been the very 
strong growth in agriculture 
that has occurred in recent 
years.  

according to australian 
Bureau of Statistics data, 
the value of agricultural 
production (GVap) in the 
mareeba Shire rose by 70% 
over the period 2010-11 to 
2015-16. 

crops GVap increased by 
$60m and Livestock turnoff 
by $72m.

the data also indicates 
that this resulted in a rise in 
employment in agriculture by 
31%. 

historically, most of the growth 
of the Far north Queensland 
region has focused around 
the region’s higher rainfall 
areas.

the emergence of mareeba 
as the second largest urban 
centre signals the growing 
importance of the region’s 
extensive “wet/dry” topics 
in the region’s economic 
progress.

GROWTH
Population growth – UPR 2006-16

Mareeba shire council 
3345 (18.8%)

Tablelands Regional 
council 1133 (4.8%)

cassowary coast           
Regional council          

931 (3.3%)

LARGEsT 
 URBAn CEnTRE
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2006 41,981
2007 42,748
2008 43,622
2009 44,280
2010 44,728
2011 45,117
2012 45,604
2013 46,295
2014 46,754
2015 47,131
2016 47,469
2016 47,469
2017 47,736

ResidenTial PoPUlaTion 

   2017 2027 2037
mareeba shire Lga 22,311 25,933 30,143
tablelands Lga  25,425 27,446 29,627
Total   47,736 53,379 59,770

non employing  1225
1 – 19 employees  774
20 or more employees 71
Total    2070

    2016 % change
managers   2,887 (-0.7%)
Professionals   2,583 +3.6%
technicians & trades workers 2,460 (-7.1%)
community & personal service  2,158 +12.0%
clerical & administrative  2,019 0.0%
sales workers   1,592 +2.8%
machinery operators & drivers 1,305 (-9.8%)
Labourers   2,647 +6.7%
inadequately stated or not  300 na
ToTal    17,938   +0.7%

     2016 % change
agriculture, forestry and fishing  2679 +18.6%
mining     486 (-27.9%)
manufacturing    796 (-23.0%)
electricity, gas, water, waste  198 (-12.0%)
construction    1398 (-10.3%)
wholesale trade    325 (-31.4%)
retail trade    1808 (-11.5%)
accommodation, food services  1122 +2.7%
transport, postal, warehousing  700 (-2.5%)
media, telecommunications   113 (-6.6%)
Financial and insurance    206 +6.2%
rental, hiring, real estate   227 +2.7%
Professional, scientific and technical  623 (-9.0%)
administrative and support   545 +17.7%
Public administration and safety  1189 (-3.4%)
education and training   1630 +9.8%
health care, social assistance  2200 +12.4%
arts, recreation services   251 +9.1%
other services    656 +4.8%
inadequately described/not stated  781 na
ToTal     17,938  +0.7%

THE sTATs

after bottoming out in 2010-11, the number of 
house and land sales in mareeba continually rose 
to 2013-14. house sales have since remained 
high with 150 in the 2017-18 year.  

and, although land sales recorded a fall in 2016-
17, they bounced back up again in 2017-18 to 65.  

Building approvals for number of dwellings 
issued in the mareeba Shire were down in 2016-
17 to 106, but also came back to a high level in 
2017-18 with 133.  

the value of all building approvals rose to a 
record level of $72 million in 2017-18 – up by a 
massive $31 million on the previous year.

BUiLdinG 
APPROVALs & 
HOUsE sALEs 
MOVE UP

a statistical snapshot of business, industry and population activity 
within the Mareeba and tablelands local governMent areas

ResidenTial PoPUlaTion PRoJecTions 

MaReeba shiRe bUsiness nUMbeRs 

occUPaTion PRofile  

indUsTRy of WoRkfoRce
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NOTE: % Change – 2011 to 2016. 

NOTE: % Change – 2011 to 2016. 

NOTE: based on average annual growth 2007-2017.



PoPUlaTion
11,079 people 

call the mareeba 
district home

locaTion
a short 50 minute drive 
to a regional city and  
international airport

gRoWTh
grown to become the 
second largest urban 

centre in FnQ 

edUcaTion
Public and private primary 

and high schools, plus 
several day care centres

WeaTheR
Perfect climate 
with 300 sunny 

days a year

With 300 Sunny days a year and only 50 minutes from a regional city 
and international airport and seaport, mareeba offers all the lifestyle 
benefits one could want. this locality has resulted in a diverse and 
vibrant town with extensive manufacturing, education, government, 

health, retail, tourism, agricultural and professional services.

there has been talk in recent years about northern australia 
becoming a substantial supplier of additional agricultural 
production. mareeba is proving to be a base from which 
this is already occurring.

the cropping area based on the rich volcanic soils around 
Lakeland, 190 km north of mareeba, had a rocky start with 
clearing by clive Foyster in the 1960s to grow sorghum for 
export through a new port at archer Point. at the time, the 
area was linked by an unsealed road to mareeba. that road 
has since been sealed.

today, farming in the area is now firmly established. it is 
estimated that there is about 600 hectares under production, 
mainly high value horticultural crops, in particular bananas.  

the department of agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
have estimated value of production is now up around $40 
million per annum. census data 2011 and 2016 indicates 
a substantial increase in employment in the area and it is 
estimated that workforce is now around 300 in the area.

agricultural development in the district is continuing 
with existing farmers expanding and new farms being 
established.  apart from the major farms of the inderbitzen, 

collins and mackay families, other farms are currently 
being developed including growing watermelons.

Limitations of water availability are starting to be felt 
and feasibility studies are currently underway into water 
resource development in the area.  

while this will take a number of years to come into effect, 
a preliminary estimate by local farming interests indicates 
an eventual capacity to expand areas under cropping on 
first-class volcanic soils to about 8,500 ha with a value 
of production estimated to be of the order of $200m per 
annum and employment of about 2,300 on-farm.

in addition to expansion around Lakeland, the owners 
of olive vale station near Laura, have proposed to have 
about 10,000-15,000 ha under production in a five to 10-
year time frame. once developed, there is scope for some 
of the surrounding stations with suitable soils to expand 
this amount further. apart from sorghum and fodder crops, 
trials are underway for sesame production.

viability of the development has been heavily dependent 
on mareeba as a service base for technical backup and 
supply of a whole range of agricultural inputs.

BAsE fOR dEVELOPinG 
nEW AGRiCULTURAL AREAs 
in nORTHERn AUsTRALiA



25 Prime freehold residential lots featuring 
underground  power, town water & sewerage.
Sealed wide roads, No site or body corporate 
fees, all services.
Close proximity to Amaroo Medical and the 
future Amaroo Village.
Large selection of lots to choose from, ranging 
in size from 870m² - 1134m²
Wide frontage on the majority of lots.     
Covenants to protect your investment.
Lots available starting from $110,500.
Proven investment area.
 
    

AMAROO VILLAGE 

Construction is underway for the second stage of  
Amaroo Village.

In 2015, Amaroo Medical opened as Stage 1, and 
has already experienced further expansion. 

Stage 2 consists of 3 shops.
A Chemist, Pathology and a proposed boutique 
Coffee Shop.

Further stages of Amaroo Village include 
construction of a supermarket expected in the 
future. 

Established in 2006, Amaroo is steadily growing and proving to be a popular choice as “The Place to Live” in Mareeba. 
Amaroo is developed, owned and constructed by a long established local family business. Our mission statement- 

 “ To enhance quality of life and contribute to Mareeba’s growth and beautification”.

Located in the Eastern growth corridor on the Cairns side of Mareeba. Amaroo is 55 minutes to Cairns International & 
Domestic Airports. Minutes from Mareeba CBD, Mareeba offers camping, 4 wheel driving, beautiful creeks & rivers, hot air 

ballooning & tourist destinations, diverse agriculture, job& investment opportunities& so much more!

WELCOME TO AMAROO

That’s my boss on the loader, Dave our foreman & 
Brad, all part of our earthmoving team, hands- on 
creating a new stage at Amaroo.
My confidence in the final outcome is 100%. I have 
been working with this family company for over 7 
years & everytime they deliver, it keeps getting 
better & better. Why? Our team are dedicated to 
excellence, not just working for someone else, they 
are working with us. Always done the right way 
every time!
If you come to see me, you will be looked after, I 
will see to that personally.  We are grateful for the 
support from our residents& the community and 
look forward to further progress. Debbie

Image is an artists impression & may vary from the finished product

WHY AMAROO?

©Amaroo Estate 2018

MOONDANI & ALLARA
NEW LAND RELEASE 2019



When it comes to development opportunities, 
water is considered as valuable as gold, not only 
for urban demand but, just as importantly, to 
stimulate agriculture growth.

With tinaroo Dam at near utilisation capacity and 
future demand likely to outstrip current supplies, 
the need to source additional water has never 
been greater.

now, some 60 years after the construction of 
tinaroo Dam, a study is looking at whether a 
second dam can meet the future urban water 
needs (cairns, mareeba and surrounds) and 
stimulate agriculture (tablelands).

the proposed nullinga Dam site is situated on 
the Walsh River, 55km southwest of cairns and 
24km south-southwest of mareeba. 

it’s not a new concept, having been considered 
as part of the original investigations into the 
development of the mareeba Dimbulah irrigation 
area. however, it was sidelined for tinaroo Dam.

Building Queensland – in partnership with 
project proponent, Sunwater – is leading the 
development of a detailed business case (DBc), 
with a draft due to be completed in the first 
quarter of 2019. 

the study is looking at whether the dam proposal 
– a greenfield build in a brown field development 
– will meet future water needs for urban (cairns) 
and agriculture development opportunities 
(tablelands).

michael pitmann, Sunwater planning manager 
major projects, said the DBc would provide 
a greater level of certainty and accuracy to 
underpin the decision making.

he said it was most likely that two options would 
be taken forward for further detailed assessment.

this being a dam to support proposed expansion 
plans put forward by sugar miller, mSF Sugar, at 
its tableland mill, and a second option without 
the miller’s plans, given the strong demand for 
additional water from the agricultural industry in 
response to a formal information request.

mr pittman said the dam proposal would take into 
consideration financial return from investment 
and development of the dam but also the 
economic benefit to the region.

a demand assessment study has identified 
sugarcane as the crop most in demand for 
additional water from the agriculture sector, with 
mixed fruit trees, avocados and mangos also 
ranking among the crops needing more water.

mr pittman said it could take up to 10 years to 
see a new dam come to fruition, if approved.

parallel to the intensive study are moves to 
modernise the mareeba Dimbulah Water Supply 
Scheme.

a three-year, $28 million project is earmarked to 
provide an additional 8,000 megalitres of water, 
with another 12,000 megalitres identified if works 
are successful.

charlie martens, Sunwater project manager, said 
the additional water could support an additional 
8,000 hectares of agriculture, resulting in many 
millions of dollars in farmgate value back into the 
community.

Sunwater records around 45,000 megalitres in 
lost water allocation every year and it’s hoped the 
project will claw back up to 20,000 megalitres of 
that.

With funding from the Federal Government’s 
national Water infrastructure Development 
Fund ($11.6 million) – administered by the 
State Government – Sunwater’s $16.3 million 
added. the project will look at three main areas 
for improvements – pressurising pipelines, 
increasing storage in the system and automation.

“We are going to get smart,” mr martens said.

“currently most of our system is old school so we 
are looking at changing the way the system runs. 

“With automation, we are only releasing what we 
know is needed.

“the changes will result in a more demand-driven 
system and is quite a change in the philosophy of 
how we run the system.”

Sunwater has engaged Rubicon, a world leader 
in electronic water control, to help deliver 
automative improvements to the scheme.

once completed at the end of 2021, Sunwater 
will need to prove that its saved water through the 
multi-million-dollar improvements to the scheme.

FnQ Growers 
chair Joe 

moro said 
modernisation 

of the mareeba 
Dimbulah Water 
Supply Scheme 

modernisation 
Scheme and the 

proposed nullinga 
Dam were part 
of a three-point 

plan put forward 
by the region’s 

agricultural 
industries to help 

future proof the 
region.

he said the 
modernisation 
project would 

deliver short-term 
relief, while work 

continued on 
assessing a new 

dam. 

“We know what 
tinaroo Dam has 
done for mareeba 
– it’s helped turn 

this area into 
an agricultural 

powerhouse,” mr 
moro said.

GOLd WATER is

fUTURE
PROOfinG

THE 
REGiOn's

WATER



 

Get Smart Financial Solutions Pty Ltd is now operating financial planning services as an Authorised Representative of Count Financial 
Limited (Count) at the office of Millar Teitzel. Deanna Percy, who has been with Millar Teitzel for 12 years, is now an Authorized 
Representative of Count and will be able to assist you with your financial goals. 
 
  

Let us:  
•  Help you identify and shape your goals;  
• Provide you with smart, tailored strategies and straight forward advice so that you can relax and focus on 

the important things in life; and 
• Help turn your dreams into reality. 


o Financial Planning 
o Self-Managed Superannuation Funds   
o Superannuation & Transition to Retirement 
o Wealth Creation    
o Wealth Protection    
o Gearing 

Our office is located on Level 1, Office 6, 81 Byrnes Street Mareeba Qld 4880, or 
Phone: 07 4092 8086 e-mail: deanna@getsmart.net.au 
Fax:      07 4092 8099 
 

Get Smart Financial Solutions Pty Ltd ABN 85 611 347 258 is an authorised representative of Count Financial Limited ABN 19 001 974 625, AFSL No. 
227232, a wholly-owned, non-guaranteed subsidiary of Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124.  Count is a Professional Partner of the 
Financial Planning Association of Australia Limited.  

ABN: 85 611 347 258 
Authorised Representation no. 1245135 

ABN: 76 133 998 919 
 

Are you finAnciAlly 
heAlthy? 

Let us...  •  Identify and shape your goals 
 •  Provide financial strategies
 •  Help turn your dreams into reality

Talk to us for advice on
 •  Wealth creation and protection 
 •  Self-managed or retail superannuation 

our SKillS for your 
BuSineSS SucceSS:

•  Business Evaluation  
•  Startup and Feasibility 
•  Structures 
•  Strategy
•  Planning and Finance 
•  Tax Advice and Preparation 

Located at the offices of Millar Teitzel, Get Smart Financial Solutions Pty Ltd is our financial planning arm.
Our professional services for which we are well known now include investment and insurance advice.

Our OFFiceS are LOcaTed On LeveL 1, 81 ByrneS STreeT, MareeBa QLd 4880
Phone: (07) 4092 8086  l  email: admin@millarteitzel.com.au

Get Smart Financial Solutions Pty Ltd ABN 85 611 347 258 is an authorised representative of Count Financial Limited ABN 19 001 974 625, AFSL No. 
227232. Count is a Professional Partner of the Financial Planning Association of Australia Limited. 
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FULL-COLOUR LOGO

A full-colour logo stands out and commands 
attention. The only colours to be used for the logo 
are CPA Blue and CPA Yellow. It is important that you 
ensure the following colour specifications are taken 
into account when placing orders with printers and 
suppliers involved in the reproduction of the CPA 
Public Practice logo. Wherever possible, use the 
specified solid PMS colours and quote the PMS 
numbers to your printer. The logos available on the 
website are already formatted to these specifications 
and should not be altered.

The CPA Public Practice logo can be downloaded 
from the CPA Australia website. 

THE CPA PUBLIC 

PRACTICE LOGO

PMS COLOURS

Whenever print requirements allow, use the specified 
solid PMS colours outlined below.

RGB AND WEB COLOURS

For all screen requirements, use the specified  
RGB and Web colour breakdowns outlined below.

CMYK PROCESS COLOURS 
(FULL-COLOUR)

If printing in four colour process, use the specified 
CMYK colour breakdowns outlined below.

CPA YELLOW

COATED STOCK 

PANTONE® 123C

UNCOATED STOCK 

PANTONE® 109U

CPA YELLOW

RGB  245.212.16

WEB#  F8C800

CPA YELLOW

CMYK  0.15.100.0

CPA BLUE

COATED STOCK 

PANTONE® 661C

UNCOATED STOCK 

PANTONE® 662U

CPA BLUE

RGB  0.53.145

WEB#  003F7E

CPA BLUE

CMYK  100.60.0.10

 pcyc.org.au
QUEENSLAND

years
working together

Outside School Hours Care 
It all starts here...

Before & After School Care & Vacation Care
PCYC Mareeba OSHC
136 Walsh Street, Mareeba
P 0428 864 989 
W mareebaoshc@pcyc.org.au

Sandro Soncin
P: 0417 843 015  

E: info@soncinelectrical.com.au

Lic No: 51413. CEC No: A5891084. RH Lic No: L038890. 
ACMA Reg No: F0510843

The local you can trust for friendly, 
professional and reliable service

domEStic l commErcial l induStrial 

 Electrical  Solar
  telephone & network cabling

 Split System 
air conditioners 



the mareeba industrial Park is thriving and becoming a major 
transport hub for the region. with Lindsay transport, blenners 
transport and Jat now established with major trucking 
operations in the park, it is estimated that about 20 - 30 road 
trains (mainly b-doubles), leave the park each day to carry 
produce destined for southern markets.

added to the heavy vehicle movements is the delivery of 
packaging material into the park from the south and its 
distribution to farms in the district in smaller vehicles to and from 
the major packaging company operations now established in 
the park, by visy and oreo.  

against this background, average daily vehicle movements 
into and out of the park have increased six-fold, (2007–
2018), light vehicles five-fold and heavy vehicles 11-fold. it 
is estimated that there are now in the order of 100,000 heavy 
vehicle movements occurring in and out of the park each year.

this further supports the case for the mareeba heavy vehicle 
by-pass to be developed, with a link into and out of the 
industrial park area.

the link and by-pass would mean that road trains to and from 
the park would no longer need to travel through the centre of 
mareeba.

it would also result in a highly efficient access into the main 
transport operations in the park when the direct long-distance 
inland route to sydney, melbourne and adelaide is developed 
with the sealing of the ootann road (linking the burke 
developmental road with the Kennedy highway near mt 
garnet) and with completion of sealing of the hann highway 
link (Lynd to hughenden).

Livestock road trains travelling from the cooktown/Peninsula 
area would be able to by-pass mareeba. heavy vehicles 
coming in from and going out to the dimbulah road from 
cairns, the Peninsula and southern tablelands would pass 
around the town.

costs of land at mareeba industrial Park at $56 a square metre 
is highly competitive (cairns industrial area $200 sq metre).

A 
THRiVinG 
indUsTRiAL 
And 
TRAnsPORT 
HUB

the Environmental impact Statement for the proposed KuR-
World integrated Eco Resort is now available for public 
comment. it will position a major “iconic” resort in the region, 
the need for which has been discussed for a number of years.

the resort is proposed to be progressively developed over a 
nine-year period and eventually consist of a number of elements, 
apart from a range of accommodation. the project will add to 
Kuranda’s day visitor attractions including – a Farm theme 
park and Equestrian centre, Rainforest Education centre and 
adventure park, a Sporting precinct and Golf course, club 
house and Functions centre.

the resort complex is also proposed to eventually include a 
health and Wellbeing Retreat and a Student campus.

Substantial impacts on the mareeba/tablelands economy 
would start being felt almost immediately.

construction phased over nine years is projected to average 
about $90 million a year with a peak in 2020-21 of about $160 
million involving over 350 jobs.  this will result in mareeba Shire 
building approvals that in recent years have ranged from $41 
million to $72 million per annum leaping to over $100 million per 
annum over the next decade to record one of the highest levels 
of construction activity in rural australia. it is proposed that two-
thirds (66%) of the required construction workforce would come 
from the tablelands – 30% from the Kuranda area (including 
those currently travelling outside of Kuranda for work and un/
underemployed) and 36% from the rest of the tablelands area.

When fully operational in 2027-28, it is estimated that over 70% 
of 1400 full and part-time workforce needed at the resort will 
come from the mareeba Shire/tablelands area.

on top of the direct employment impacts will be “flow-on” 
impacts as inputs of building materials and services are 
brought in from tableland suppliers during the construction 
phase and food stuffs and beverages and other supplies and 
services during the operational phase. on top of this again, will 
be impact of spending by visitors outside the resort on local 
tablelands tours, attractions and activities that will be boosted 
by the estimated 240,000 overnight visitors and 500,000 day-
trip visitors per annum when fully operational.

the additional activity generated in the mareeba Shire/
tablelands region is estimated to underpin additional permanent 
residential population of more than 2,000, mainly in mareeba 
Shire.

siGnATURE 
REsORT 
TO GiVE 
sUsTAinEd 
ECOnOMiC 
BOOsT



bendigobank.com.au/happyplace

Own your 
happy place.
Connect Home Loan Package

Your sanctuary, your haven, your happy place.

Whatever you call it, we’ll help you own it.

Drop into your nearest branch at 94 Byrnes Street, 
Mareeba - 4092 2099 or 31-33 Raleigh Street, 
Dimbulah - 4093 5266 to find out more.

Mareeba and Dimbulah Community Bank® branches

Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit 
Licence 237879 (1205953-1209799-3) (415702_v1) (11/10/2018)

340 Byrnes St, Mareeba 
T: (07) 4092 2677   E: relax@jackaroomotel.com

www.jackaroomotel.com

Your perfect base to 
discover 

the Tablelands!

We look forward to your visit – Serena & Chris

• Single/Double/Twin Share 
& Family Rooms 

• 2 Bedroom Apartment
• Air Conditioned
• Swimming pool 

• BBQ areas 
• Guest Laundry

• Parking
• Disabled Facility

• Conference
/Function Room 

• Catering facilities
• Breakfast, Lunch 

& Dinner Options 
Delivered to Rooms 

• Free Internet 

l Accounting & Taxation 
 Practical advice
 Specialising in primary industry 
   and small business

l Business Consulting Services   
 Succession planning
 Business valuation
 Team building programs
 Business coaching
 Business development 

l Bookkeeping Services 
 BAS preparation
 MYOB training
 Superannuation preparation 

For more information 
Call us today on 4092 1677 or 

email enquiries@duesburys.com.au
196 Byrnes St, Mareeba QLD 4880

www.duesburys.com.au

For over 30 years Duesburys has 
provided accounting services to 

the local district 



mSF Sugar’s $80 million biorefinery 
power station at the tableland mill 
heralds the start of a new revolution in 
the australian sugarcane industry.

Billed as the most energy efficiency 
combustion power station in australia, 
the large-scale project is nearing 
completion, with commissioning set to 
get underway at the end of 2018 before 
a connection to the grid in early 2019.

once operational, the high-tech facility 
will burn 1000 tonnes of bagasse – a 
100% renewable sugarcane fibre – 
a day, to generate 24 megawatts of 
electricity, enough to power 28,000 
houses for three months. 

the power station – part of a $400 
million investment made by company 
owner thai-based mitr phol in the region 
in the past six years – is the first of what 
mSF Sugar General manager Business 
Development hywel cook hopes will 
be a pipeline of infrastructure aimed 
at transforming the company from a 
raw sugar company into a diversified 
sugarcane business.

“We are trying to transform from being 
a sugar business to being a biorefinery,” 
mr cook said.  

“We want to get real value out of all 
parts of the cane crop.

“Biofuels, electricity, foods and fibres 
are among the list of products that can 
be made from sugar cane.

“We want to build a world-scale 
biorefinery here – everything we have 
been doing in the last five to six years is 
moving towards this.”

construction of the power plant began 
in november 2017. at its peak, there 
were 200 people employed on site. 

two-thirds of the $80 million value was 
spent regionally and around australia, 
with the remaining third used to procure 
the high-tech equipment overseas.

Burning bagasse to produce electricity 
is not a new practice in sugar mills 
but mr cook said energy efficiency 
would see the new plant burn the same 
amount of bagasse per day but produce 
four times the amount of electricity.

he said bagasse would be stockpiled 
while the plant would also use waste 
timber material from a local sawmill to 
help reach the 10 to 11-month target 
operation.

“By the end of year we will stockpile 
50,000 tonnes of bagasse and will 
generate 24 megawatts of electricity,” 
mr cook said.

“that will run 28,000 houses for about 
three months... just from our stockpile.” 

the sugar miller is also carrying out 
a feasibility study into an ethanol 
distillery, to be primarily driven by 
molasses, while trials into blue agave – 
a spiky succulent which forms the base 
ingredient for tequila – are underway to 
assess the feasibility of it as a viable 
crop.

mr cook said water was the key to the 
company’s expansion plans.

“if we got another 50,000 megalitres of 
water, it would allow another 500,000 
tonnes of cane to be put through the 
mill,” mr cook said.

“that just increases the economics. 

“it doesn’t stop us from doing things, but 
it makes it better and larger scale.”

a spiky succulent that forms the 
base ingredient for one of the 
world’s most popular alcoholic 
drinks could play a major role in 
the region’s future green energy 
production.

Blue agave is currently grown 
commercially in mexico to make 
tequila.

in late 2017, a one-hectare trial 
was planted on unused land near 
mSF Sugar’s tableland mill to 
assess the succulent’s potential 
as a fuel source for its $80 million 
biorefinery power station.

By the end of the year, it’s hoped 
an additional 40,000 plants will be 
planted out, while the company 
hopes to have enough plants 
on site to grow 1000 hectares of 
agave.

the intent is to use the blue 
agave fibre to produce power, 
complementing bagasse which is 
available during the cane season. 

While the results of the trial are 
a still a way off – the first harvest 
is not expected until 2022 – its 
drought-proof qualities, size at 
harvest (150kg) and potential 
multiple uses including fibre, juice 
and waxes, is captivating the 
region’s agriculture industry.

sUGAR 
a green 
Future 

nEW 
PLAnT 
TRiAL 
fOR
GREEn
EnERGY
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224 Byrnes Street, Mareeba
sales@odonnellsonline.com.au 

www.officeproductsdepot.com.au/odonnells

• General Stationery
• Canteen & Kitchen
• Office Furniture & Accessories
• Computer Supplies & Accessories
• Presentation Equipment & Supplies
• Office Machines & Printers
• Boards Planning & Diaries
• Mailroom & Packaging
• Paper & Books
• Writing & Correction
• Files & Filing Systems
• Commercial Printing

4092 2303

STATIONERY  •  OFFICE FURNITURE  •  PRINTING

EXPRESS
The

Locally owned and proudly independent 

p: 4092 3464  f: 4092 6346  e: admin@theexpressnewspaper.com.au
186 Byrnes St, Mareeba

www.theexpressnewspaper.com.au

Local News
Local Views
Local People
Every Wednesday

CLASSIFIEDS   ADVERTISING   NEWS

Your local newspaper – Distributed throughout the 
greater far northern region every Wednesday  

The law can be complex, stressful, and difficult to 
understand; and that’s what we thrive on! With over 
40 years experience across all areas of Law in the Cairns 
Community, WGC can look after all things legal so you 
can focus on all things utopian! Whether it be;

 General Law
 Civil & Construction Law
 Litigation
 Wills & Estates
 Debt Recovery
 Family Law

Our team of professionals will help you with all the 
legalities, from A – Zen. Call WGC Lawyers on 4046 1111.

1A Water St, Cairns QLD
cairns@wgc.com.au
(07) 4046 1111
wgc.com.au

so you can 
do that keep 
calm thing

We do law



Local employment providers celebrating 31 years 

Freecall 1800 354 414   l  126 Byrnes St, Mareeba (Head Offi  ce)
WWW.QITE.COM

Working with the Community

Q.I.T.E Mareeba     Q.I.T.E Atherton     Q.I.T.E Innisfail     Q.I.T.E Cairns 
Outreach Services in Mossman • Tully • Ravenshoe

Employment & Job Placement          Disability Employment Services      
Harvest Labour Services          Recruitment Labour Hire

QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services 

Employment & Job Placement          Disability Employment Services      

QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services 
Harvest Labour Services          

QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services 

while agriculture continues to form the backbone of the 
mareeba district’s economy, tourism is shaping as a strong 
contributor.

mareeba is blessed with a large array of natural and man-
made tourist attractions, and mareeba chamber of commerce 
is keen to grab a bigger slice of the tourism pie, particularly 
given the proximity to the cairns international airport, a meagre 
hour’s drive.

a new project is underway to provide the self-drive tourist 
market with some options when visiting mareeba. 

as mareeba chamber of commerce president Joe moro 
explains, the chamber’s tourism taskforce is looking at ways to 
boost tourist numbers to mareeba.

“one of the ways to achieve this is to give tourists something to 
look at,” mr moro said. 

“mareeba has more than enough attractions for a tourist to visit 
and experience; our job is to give them that information and 
encourage them to explore all we have to offer, for a day or 
more.”

the tourism itineraries will start at mareeba heritage centre 
and visitor information centre on byrnes street. the centre 
provides an ideal focal point from which tourists can plan their 
visit.

mr moro said the tourist itineraries were still under development, 

but would likely include the following attractions – the coffee 
works, mareeba tropical savanna and wetland reserve, 
golden drop winery, skybury, granite gorge nature Park, 
emerald creek Falls, davies creek, Jaques coffee Plantation 
(via shanty creek road from biboohra) and emerald creek 
ice creamery.

“there are a number of businesses along the proposed 
itineraries and each and everyone of them offer a unique 
tourism experience,” mr moro explained.

“complementing the businesses is the wide range of natural 
attractions along the tourism itineraries.

“our region boasts a long list of things to see and do ranging 
from waterfalls to nature reserves including the emerald creek 
Falls and davies creek Falls.

“our community also plays host to many different events 
celebrating our cultural, sporting and social identity.”

mr moro said the chamber encouraged retailers in the mareeba 
region to capitalise on the growing tourist market.

“visitors have a direct and indirect benefit for businesses in 
mareeba,” mr moro said.

“For every dollar they spend, there’s a flow on effect. word of 
mouth advertising plays a critical part in encouraging tourists 
to return.”

dRiVinG TOURisM



a strong and confident shire

Mareeba has become the largest district town 
in the far north Queensland region outside 
Cairns.

Population growth of 18.1% over ten years 
2006-2016 (1.8% average per annum) not far 
below Queensland’s growth of  20.9%.

Increases in number of families with young 
children moving to the Shire. (estimated 1,292 
persons 2006-2011, 897 persons 2011/16) 
(ABS ERP).

A higher percentage than the Queensland 
average of households in the top household 
income bracket ($2,349 or over per week)   
(economy.id).

Gross Regional Product (GRP) has increased 
from $851m in 2005/06 to $991m in 2015/16 
(NIEIR, economy.id). 

Industry sectors generate $1,769m in revenue. 
$794m in value add, contributing 6.1% of all 
value add in the far north Queensland region 
and 4.1% of exports ($412.7m) in 2015/16 
(NIEIR, economy.id).

Mareeba Shire’s agricultural industry 
contributes 15.7% of total agricultural output 
in the FNQ region, 15.7% of total value add 
and 18% of all agricultural exports in the far 
north queensland region in 2015/16 (NIEIR, 
economy.id).

65 rankin street, Mareeba | P: 1300 308 461  | e: info@msc.qld.gov.au   |  W: www.msc.qld.gov.au 

Mareeba shire stretches across the base of cape York 
Peninsula westwards from cairns and is known for its 
environmental, agricultural and cultural diversity. 

The Shire is strategically located for residential, 
agricultural, industrial and commercial development in 
far north Queensland. 

The Shire’s population, estimated at 22,157 residents 
in 2016, grew at an annual average rate of 1.8% over 
the ten years to 2016, a relatively strong rate of growth 
compared with other outer regional and remote areas 
of Queensland, some of which have had declining 
population (ABS Cat.3218.0).

a great Place to live
• 300 sunny days 

• Gateway to far north Queensland communities and 
industries

• Environmentally secure and well-priced land  

• Proximity to World Heritage-listed environments 

• Diverse industry base 

• Diverse and multicultural community

• Closest inland regional area to Cairns

• Easy access to higher education and training

• Over 1 million visitors to the region every year

•  Sustainable investment and growth opportunities

Chillagoe township.

Building ApprovAlS - 2017/2018
total building approvals issued: 405
number of dwellings approved: 179
total value of building approvals: $65,328,433

A total of 80 new planning development 
applications were received during the 
2017/2018 financial year. 

plAnning ApprovAlS - 2017/2018



[ AreA 53,502km2 ]

Mareeba
Kuranda

Irvinebank

Julatten
Mt Molloy

Mutchilba
Dimbulah

Chillagoe

Construction of the Aviation Industrial Park, September 2018.

65 rankin street, Mareeba | P: 1300 308 461  | e: info@msc.qld.gov.au   |  W: www.msc.qld.gov.au 

mAreeBA CBd WATer mAin upgrAde

Works commenced in August 2018 on the $2.5 million 
upgrade of the CBD’s water supply. This will allow for 
future expansion as Mareeba is the largest regional inland 
service centre in Far North Queensland. The upgrades will 
allow the CBD to service the increasing demand for goods 
and services across the Mareeba Shire and rural and from 
remote communities in Cape York Peninsula and the Gulf 
of Carpentaria.  The $2.5 million Mareeba CBD Water 
Trunk Main Upgrade is a joint initiative of Mareeba Shire 
Council and the Queensland Government.

Water Main Upgrade, September 2018.

strong econoMY

Mareeba Shire has a strong and diverse economy, with 
industries that keep pace with sectoral impacts such 
as climate change, global markets and technological 
advancements. There have been significant developments 
in alternative energy sources and high value industries. 
Mareeba is the inland gateway in far north Queensland 
and Council continues to support this role by maintaining 
and upgrading essential infrastructure, building capacity 
and sustainability in local communities and improving 
natural and built environmental outcomes. Articulated 
in the Mareeba Shire Council Corporate Plan 2018-22, 
these roles form the driving force for setting priorities, 
decision-making, financial investment and long term 
asset management planning.

mAreeBA induSTriAl pArk

The thriving Mareeba Industrial Park is the region’s 
largest agriculture service hub and logistics hub. Over 300 
hectares are available for development, with capacity 
for large-scale developments. Land is very competitively 
priced and the Park has attracted national companies 
in packaging and logistics, making $20 million plus 
investments. To keep up with increasing demand, Council 
is continuing to invest in the expansion of the Park, with 
plans to commence Stage 3 in the next 12 months.

mAreeBA AirporT upgrAde

The $23 million Mareeba Airport upgrade project is 
continuing with early works complete and construction 
of the airside infrastructure underway, scheduled for 
completion in early 2019.

The upgraded Mareeba Airport will provide an alternative 
to Cairns Airport for pilot training, maintenance and 
general aviation, resulting in catalytic economic benefits 
for the region. 

The mareeba Airport upgrade project includes:
• lengthening and strengthening the runway; 
• construction of new taxiways;
• extension to apron parking;
• 52-lot aviation industrial park; and
• improvements to drainage, airfield lighting, fencing 

and surrounding roads.

The Mareeba Airport Upgrade project is funded by the 
Australian Government through the National Stronger 
Regions Fund ($ million) and the Queensland Government 
through Royalties for Regions ($13 million). In 2018, 
a further $5 million was secured from the Australian 
Government through the Building Better Regions Fund.
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Why do people choose 
FlexiChoice? 

 

 
 Quality support 

 Encouraging independence 
 Developing Life Skills 

 Promoting healthy lifestyles 
 Connecting to your community 
 ‘THE BASE’ Activity venue 

 
  

We deliver flexible 
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a new building is a sure fire way of demonstrating your 
commitment to a town, and that’s what the region’s leading 
employment and training provider, Qite, did when it opened 
its new headquarters in mareeba in september 2018.

Qite – Quality innovation training and employment – was 
established in mareeba more than 30 years ago. 

the $1 million plus project to transform the old mareeba Fire 
station in byrnes street – the heart of the central business 
district – into its headquarters heralds a new era for the not-
for-profit organisation.

“we now have our own asset which we have dramatically 
improved and it’s our way of investing back into the 
community that we have been part of for more than 30 
years,” Qite general manager Jillian trout said.

“this give us increased visibility, making Qite more 
accessible for local employers and jobseekers.

Qite chairman Peter apel is equally thrilled with the 
building, which has given Qite’s mareeba-based staff and 
clients more space for more opportunities and growth. 

“it’s given us a great profile in town, it allows for more 
opportunities for future growth and to provide improved 
training and customer service,” mr apel said.

while Qite has its roots in mareeba, the organisation’s reach 
extends to seven locations, making it the largest provider of 
employment services in Far north Queensland.

it has grown from an initial staff of four to more than 75 in 
2018. 

in achieving this growth Qite has diversified its scope and 
range of services to respond to the needs of individuals, 
job seekers, employers, industry and the wider community.

the Qite today is a product of the vision and hard work of 
the people who have led the organisation over the years, 
most notably, notably former chairman tito srhoj, current 
chairman Peter apel, life member evan mcgrath and 
present general manager Jillian trout, the board and the 
entire management team past and present.

ms trout said meeting the needs of employers and job-
seekers was critical to the organisation’s longevity and 
success.

“this means reading the market and adjusting programs 
and activities to meet the demand,” ms trout said. 

“Finding meaningful employment opportunities, utilising the 
best available techniques to improve the prosperity of job-
seekers, employers and ultimately communities, is at the 
heart of our organisation.”

“we currently operate a jobactive contract, harvest labour 
services contract, disability employment services contract, 
a childcare centre and labour hire services across the 
region and employ local staff to help employers find the 
right staff for the job.”

COMMiTTEd TO EMPLOYMEnT 
And THE REGiOn

agriculture employs the greatest number 
of people in mareeba, according to the 
Queensland Regional profile mareeba, 9 
october 2018.

the information, developed using australian 
Bureau of Statistics and australian Statistical 
Geography Standard, July 2016, showed 
employment in agriculture, forestry or fishery 
accounted for 15.4%.

the health care and social assistance 
industry came a close second with 12%, 
following by retail and construction.

Labourer positions accounted for the 
largest employment occupation, followed by 
technicians and high trades workers, and 
managers and community and personal 
care workers.

When it comes to business, the statistics 
show 6.2% of businesses in mareeba had a 
turnover of $2 million plus in 2016-17.

nearly a quarter of businesses are in 
agriculture, forestry or fishing, with 15% in 
construction, and 11% in real estate.

THE 
RisE
in 
AGRi 
JOBs

EmploymEnt RElatEd to agRicultuRE in maREEba ShiRE 

2006  1,184
2011  1,069
2016  1,397
source: cummings economics from abs census data (usual Place of residence 2006, 2011, 2016).



“For Powerful Advertising Results”

Call “The Local Advertising Ideas People” on 
4092 4558

WWW.NQRADIO.COM.AU

Download the FREE NQ Radio phone App for Android or iPhoneNQ 
Radio

Mareeba Leagues Club Find us on  
 

DOYLE STREET 
MAREEBA PH: 4092 2922 

LUNCH
LUNCH SPECIALS | PIZZA 

SNACKS | SALADS & MORE 
11.30AM - 2.00PM DAILY 

THURS - SAT 5.30PM - 8.30PM 

STEAKS | SEAFOOD & MORE 
SUN - WED FROM 6PM 

DINNER

Facebook 
 

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
3/186 Byrnes St, Mareeba  l  0439 545 433 

info@idaportella.com.au 

Specialising in 
international and 
business travel, 
cruising, with a 
niche focus on 
luxury escapes, 
humanitarian 
and small group 
holidays with 
a personalised 
touch! 



kURAndA RAnGE
a rOad OF urgent strategiC 
imPOrtanCe FOr Funding

KEy 
FREight 
hubS & 
b-doublE 
RoutES
Major 
Population 
/ Industry 
/ Freight 
Nodes
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bill cUMMings
cummings economics

the emergence of mareeba as the largest urban centre in 
the region outside of cairns and as a regional industrial and 
transport hub has highlighted the need for the Kuranda range 
road to be upgraded.

daily traffic on the road is now about 9,000 vehicles a day, 
having grown by 34% since major studies on upgrading were 
completed in 2005 when vehicle numbers were about 6,700 
a day.  

at that time, the advised capacity of the road was 9,500 vehicle 
movements a day and little has been spent on the road since.

the number of accidents and other incidents has increased. 
an increasing number of heavy vehicles on the road results in 
reduced average travel times. action has been taken to slow 
traffic including recent announcements of a plan to implement 
variable speed restrictions.

of great importance to the economy however, are the 
constraints the road places on heavy vehicle usage. with no 
substantial upgrades, the road remains unable to handle the 
standard freight efficient type of vehicle on australian roads – 
b-doubles.

most long-distance freight to and from the south along the 
bruce highway is carried on b-doubles. the sugar carried 
from mossman to the cairns Port is carried in b-doubles. the 
rex range road can take b-doubles and the Palmerston 
highway can take b-doubles. however, in its current form 
the Kuranda range road cannot safely handle b-doubles. 
the gillies highway seems unlikely to ever be able to handle 
b-doubles.

this leads to substantial economic inefficiencies. most of the 
inbound freight from the south is destined for cairns which has 
60% of the region’s population. on the other hand, southbound 
freight, substantially fruit and vegetables, in the large part,  
comes from the tablelands. it is very inefficient for b-doubles 
to ferry trailers up the range one at a time or travel south down 
to innisfail and back up the Palmerston highway. (diagram 
illustrates).

the Kuranda range road has a major role in carrying freight 
between cairns and the hinterland areas. this road is the most 
efficient route over the range involving an ascent of about 460 
metres compared with the Palmerston 850 metres. despite its 
constraints, the Kuranda range road carries by far the largest 
volume of heavy vehicles, about two and half times that of the 
Palmerston highway. the road’s importance is heightened by 
the lack of a freight efficient railway line to the west (unlike 
townsville, rockhampton and brisbane). 

cairns is the major distribution hub in the region. it is the main  
manufacturing centre. it is the major wholesaling centre. it is the 

major seaport in the region for the import of bulk commodities 
like fuel and fertilisers. the major imports into the region by 
rail come straight out of brisbane to cairns in about 11 freight 
trains a week carrying foodstuffs, general household goods 
and building materials. the cairns airport is the major entry 
and exit point for air cargo.

there is now a population of about 60,000 serviced by road 
transport out of cairns via the Kuranda range road, more than 
west of townsville, west of mackay and west of rockhampton.

the inability to move freight between cairns and these centres 
and vice versa in standard freight efficient vehicles results in 
significant inefficiencies. major bulk commodities being moved 
include fuel, fertilisers, dump waste outwards and primary 
products, sand, landscaping materials and the like inwards.

recent proposals to develop a major resort west of Kuranda 
brings into focus the fact that a crisis point is being reached 
where the Kuranda range road will be acting as an 
impediment to major investment in the tablelands area, 
including investment in water storage development and the 
ongoing expansion of agriculture.

when the previous study was carried out in the 2001-2005 
period, the cost came to of the order of $800 million. this 
would have given a deluxe four-lane highway from the coast 
to Kuranda.

to upgrade the road sufficiently to cater for the growing 
volumes of traffic that will use the road and especially to allow 
“freight efficient” b-double type vehicles is not likely to require, 
at this point in time, a four-lane highway. it is likely to be able to 
be achieved at a lower cost with strong benefits to road users 
and the economy.

the upgrade of the Kuranda range road is clearly a challenge 
for state funding and a clear priority candidate in the region 
for commonwealth funding under the roads of strategic 
importance initiative.



www.kurcowfarm.com  |  reservations@kurcowfarm.com

Located at myola, just five minutes’ drive from Kuranda, Kur-
cow barnwell offers visitors and locals an authentic australiana 
cattle Farm experience on a working cattle station.

Kur-cow barnwell has been developed to contribute to the 
further sustainable growth of the tropical north Queensland 
travel industry, offering activities not currently found in other 
visitor offerings in the region. 

reever and ocean director Ken Lee said the support for 
development of diverse tourism experiences and opportunities 
to immerse visitors in experiences unique to the region had 
prompted the development of the Kur-cow enterprise. 

“chinese visitation to the tropical north is increasing. together 
with visitors from europe and the americas, these travellers are 
time poor and looking to experience as much as they can while 
they are here. we believe our Kur-cow tourism experience 
complements other attractions on the tablelands.” 

visitors to Kur-cow are treated to an arena cattle show 

demonstrating horse cutting and barrel racing; a gentle 
meander through the rolling hills of the farm on a hay ride; and 
the chance to get up close with the Kur beef cattle at feeding 
time. other optional activities include horse riding, atv, 
and baby animal experiences which are always a highlight, 
allowing kids old and young the opportunity to cuddle their 
favourite furry friend.

at lunch time enjoy an australia-style barbecue with food 
options to suit all. visitors can also explore the recently 
refurbished homestead and learn about the history of the 
property and the region.

but it’s the pasture-fed cattle who are the real heroes of Kur-
cow. a mix of angus, brahman and the ever-desired wagyu 
ranges, visitors to the farm are able to purchase a Kur-cow 
and track it from paddock to plate, no matter where they are 
in the world.  

for more information on kUR-cow visit www.kurcowfarm.
com

kUR-Cow 
barnwell farm



while construction of the mt emerald wind Farm has drawn to 
a close, its thai-based owners, ratch australia corporation, 
leave a lifetime legacy to the northern tableland communities 
–  beyond power generation.

For the past 18 months, the skyline adjacent to the once bare 
mountain has captured the attention of the community who 
have watched in awe as some 53 90m-high wind towers with 
57m-long blades were erected on 73.5 hectares of the 2400 
ha plot.

Prior to that, the well-planned, well-executed transport of more 
than 400 pieces of windfarm equipment from the cairns Port 
– the largest load ever to arrive at the wharf – along the bruce 
highway, Palmerston range, through malanda, tolga and to 
site, 5km from walkamin, along hansen and Kippen drive.

by the end of 2018, the $400 million wind farm will be fully 
commissioned – meaning one of the windiest sites in australia 
will be generating enough electricity to power 90,000 houses 
per year.

Kim Forde, community engagement facilitator with the mt 
emerald wind Farm, said the project had delivered a “buzz” 
to mareeba.

“it’s become “ours”,” explained ms Forde, who likened the 
response to the project to the development of windy hill wind 
Farm in ravenshoe, also owned by ratch, 18 years ago.

“i can see there’s a view that we are not the end of the earth, 
that big companies will invest in our town.

“the wind farm has helped mareeba and the tablelands to 
become a focal point. 

“i see a belief coming through in mareeba businesses that they 
know they can play with the big boys and match the big boys.

“they’ve got the skills, the systems, processes, and the 
willingness to learn.”

ms Forde said locals came first during construction, where 
possible.

“we employed nearly 400 people on site and of the first 300 
inducted, 130 lived within a 50km radius of the site,” ms Forde 
said.  

“we drew our contractors for civil construction, road crews, 
concrete, fill for some of the roads, labour hire, indigenous 
cultural heritage team and the environment teams, from the 
local region. 

“Four of the five civil construction companies on site were local.

“we anticipated we would spend $30 million in this period and 

we are close to spending $35 million. 

“we rented houses, people bought fuel here, they shopped 
here and they went on tourism experiences.”

with the site fully commissioned and feeding power into the 
electricity grid, ratch australia is turning its attention to its 
next large-scale project – possibly a second wind farm near 
ravenshoe – but not before leaving a legacy for the northern 
tableland communities.

a $200,000 community benefit trust fund has been established. 

individuals and community organisations living within a 50km- 
radius of the wind farm will be able to apply for a grant.

overseen by a board of trustees, appointed by ratch, grants 
will be available every year for the life of the windfarm – at least 
25 years and possibly longer.

ms Forde said the trust fund was another example of ratch’s 
commitment to the community. 

the money will be shared between educational and community 
projects, and open to applications from community groups and 
individuals.  

applications will be judged on merit and ensuring the benefits 
are shared around the region, each year and over time, 
providing lasting benefits to the region.

she said communication had been the key to overcoming 
some initial valid concerns about the project.

“it was the fear of the unknown,” she said. 

“we tried hard to answer people’s questions as honestly as 
possible, clearly and in the correct language.

“i have spoken to over 3500 people in the last two years, 
including 20 different schools.

“today, the fear is significantly lessened. 

“People understand its visual now – we have to construct 
something on what was previously bare hill but most people 
now know of all the commitments we have made to protect the 
environment. 

“we’ve protected two generation of quolls, and will continue 
to monitor them and the birds and bats that fly over the site to 
minimise our impacts upon them.

“we have a nursery up there with 4000 plants and 30,000 
seedlings that we will go to plant across the site, we have 
already translocated over 2000 dry plants that don’t need the 
water as part of rehabilitation project so far.”

A LEGACY BEYOnd 
POWER GEnERATiOn
Mt emerald wind farm
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RICO MORO      4092 4198
M: 0419 795 562   A: 128 Mason St, Mareeba 

THE EXHAUST SPECIALISTS

Mechanical repairs to 
all makes & models

Inspections & 
roadworthy certifi cates

Modifi cation 
authorisation

MORO AUTO REPAIRS

Grown & Packed by..
A. MORO & SONS
Bilwon Road, Biboohra
P: 0418 966 960  
E: moro_joe@hotmail.com

For Quality 
Assured 

Local Mangoes

MAREEBA 
MANGOES

MORO



agriculture continues to be the economic backbone of 
the mareeba region, with avocado, citrus and tropical fruit 
production powering ahead.

mareeba-based staff at the Queensland department of 
agriculture and Fisheries (daF) are currently compiling 
the new 2018 tablelands agricultural Profile, drawing on 
figures provided by industry bodies representing more 
than 80 crops grown in the rich mareeba-dimbulah basin.

the release of the new profile is not expected until mid-
2019 due to the time it will take to collate the information, 
however, early indications are that the growth of agriculture 
in the region is showing no signs of slowing down.

“there are strong indications that over the past three years 
the annual economic value of the atherton tablelands 
agriculture sector has continued to increase from the 
$552 million estimate of 2015,” daF senior development 
horticulturist geoff dickinson said.

when it comes to major growth in agriculture industries, 
mr dickinson said there were four strong performers – 
avocadoes, lemons, limes and blueberries.

“the growth in the tablelands avocado industry has been 
exceptional,” mr dickinson said.

“the number of hectares of orchards has nearly doubled 
over the past five years to more than 2200 hectares. 

“this includes both the tablelands regional council and 
mareeba shire council local government areas.

“these new plantings are now reaching production age 
and the results of this were seen in this year’s avocado 
season, which finished in July. 

“this was a record avocado year for the region with nearly 
4.2 million trays produced, compared to 2.2 million trays 
in 2015. 

“more avocados continue to be planted so we expect to 
see annual production volumes continue to grow.”

citrus orchards have nearly doubled over the past four 
years, with an additional 450 hectares planted over this 
period.

“the citrus industry has seen expanded plantings of limes 

and lemons, primarily in the dimbulah and mareeba areas,” 
mr dickinson said.

“increased plantings has raised the total area of citrus on 
the atherton tablelands region to more than 1000 hectares 
for the first time.”

blueberries, a newcomer to the atherton tablelands 
horticulture industry, have now established themselves as 
a major player.

mr dickinson said there were approximately 100 hectares 
of blueberries, grown in high intensity systems including 
covered cropping, igloos and hydroponic systems. 

“Further growth in this industry is expected to continue over 
the next few years,” mr dickinson said. 

while the top four produce lines power head, mr dickinson 
said there was evidence of renewed growth in other 
horticulture industries.

this includes new large plantings of table grapes, 
mandarins, new lychee and mango varieties and coffee. 

“this should result in good increases in the value of these 
crops over coming years,” mr dickinson said.

AGRiCULTURE
POwering ahead

maREEba ShiRE
gRoSS ValuE oF 
agRicultuRal 
pRoduction 

source: cummings economics from australian bureau 
of statistics cat no. 7503.0.

  2010-11  2015-16
crops  $122.5m $182.5m
livestock $66.8m  $138.6m

ToTal $189.3m $321.1m
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LEANNE KRUSS 
Agriculture Workforce Manager for Far North Queensland and beyond.

Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN)

P: 0431 743 633  l  E: LeanneFNQAgriculture@gmail.com

Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN) is a rural jobs and skills initiative supported by the Queensland Government.

“Identifying and collaborating 
opportunities to progress 
workforce development in 
Agriculture”

Creati ng Sustainable Agricultural Workforces



FnQ Growers has secured funding under the training in 
Emerging and innovative Fund (tEii), which helps industries 
impacted by digital technology. 

as FnQ Growers chair Joe moro explained, farmers must be 
innovative to remain competitive in the agricultural industry.

“the Feeding the Future – agrifood career pathways in 
technology transformation project, will help our farmers and 
enterprises deal with the changes brought about by digital 
technologies that have disrupted established business 
models,” mr moro said.

“the digital age is here to stay and while some primary 
producers have adopted technology in many aspects of 
farming, there are others who are challenged by it. 

“as technology changes, farmers need to remain competitive 
in domestic and international markets, to ensure long-term 
sustainability in agriculture.

“this project will provide an opportunity for primary producers 
to understand the drivers, trends and opportunities offered 
in the ag-tech age and how, even with small steps, they can 

capitalise on what is available.”

Leanne Kruss, Queensland agriculture Workforce network 
manager (FnQ), is delivering the project, and said growers 
would be armed with tools to help them develop the Digital 
Farm.

this will include software, apps, data and artificial 
intelligence. 

the tEii project builds on the success of work already 
delivered by FnQ Growers aimed at future-proofing the 
region’s agricultural industries.

ms Kruss has developed and delivered a results-driven 
program focused on workforce development, across all 
commodities including horticulture, sugar, livestock and 
broadacre cropping.

mr moro said the programs are critical to help position our 
agricultural industries to handle the changes of modern 
farming, deal with an aging labour workforce and continue 
to help them capitalise on new opportunities.

FnQ growers is the new trading name for 
the mareeba district Fruit and vegetable 
growers association.

it recognises the organisation’s growing 
membership base, which extends 
beyond the atherton tableland, north to 
Lakeland and as far south as innisfail, 
and its strong lobbying position.

FnQ growers chair and biboohra mango 
grower Joe moro said the organisation’s 

advocacy role would be strengthened 
under the new trading name.

“this is a strategic shift to ensure our 
growers have a strong voice at the table 
when decisions need to be made,” mr 
moro said.

“it positions us strong in the future, as the 
peak horticulture body which works hard 
to support growers’ long-term growth, 
sustainability and profitability.”

fnQ
GROWERs
the region’s peak horticulture body is helping    
farmers tackle digital adoption under a State 
Government-funded program.

new 
name 
FOr a
strOng
Future 



2019 will be the 70th Annual Mareeba Rodeo. 
Not only is the longevity a testament to the 
popularity of this great event, but also to the 
many wonderful volunteers who make the rodeo 
one of the best.

Every year the rodeo grows with more 
entertainment, more rodeo and more attendances. 
But the rodeo is only a small part of this story. The 
festivities begin two weeks prior with many of our 
local sporting clubs holding events as part of the 
Mareeba Rodeo & Festival. There is also an annual 
art show. Mareeba District Rodeo Association also 
host the Mareeba District Garden Awards, Junior 
Cowpokes, Queen Competition, Cutting, Horse 
Sports and Best Western Theme Shop and Staff 
Competition. It really is a busy time of year.

The Festival culminates in an action packed Rodeo 
held over two days. The Friday night leads the 
way with a Downtown Parade and the crowning of 
the Rodeo & Festival Queen, Princess and Miss 
Popularity.

There is always plenty to see and do at the Big 
Mareeba Rodeo – apart from sideshow alley, 
woodchops, Agricultural Show and Exhibit and many 
yummy food stalls, there is of course the action of 
the rodeo. From bull riding to bareback riding, and 
barrel racing to breakaway roping, all the events are 
included. And not just for the adults. There are junior 
events as well.

Saturday night sees a huge night of entertainment. 
A battle between Qld and NSW in the Rodeo State 
of Origin, the Team Relay and the Grand Opening. 
All this can be viewed from the new improved 
grandstand. And when all the rodeoing is done, 
there is a cabaret where you can dance the night 
away to great rocking local bands. And camping 
is available if you wish to experience all that is on 
offer.

So come on over on the 13th and 14 July for all the 
thrills, spills and drama that make this one exciting 
weekend.

Mareeba Rodeo & Festival 
FESTIVAL 29th June-14th July 2019

RODEO 13th-14th July 2019

An action packed celebration!

For a full rundown of the Mareeba Rodeo & Festival visit www.mareebarodeo.com.au
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See all the action at the Big Mareeba Rodeo            There is something for all age groups  
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See all the action at the 
Big Mareeba Rodeo! 

There is something for all age groups!

LOCAL EVEnTs  
– A BOOsT TO 
THE ECOnOMY
With 300 sunny days a year, mareeba plays host to a number 
of events that attract thousands of visitors and boosting the  
local economy.

From celebrating the region’s diversity with the mareeba 
multicultural Festival to three days of pushing a wheelbarrow 
in the Great Wheelbarrow Race and the heart-stopping 
action of mareeba Rodeo, there’s something for everyone to 
enjoy in this vibrant town.

other events held each year include christmas in July, 
Gold panning championships, a metrogaine, pink Ribbon 
garden party, a bike show, country music Festival, carols 
by candlelight, australia Day celebrations, country horse 
races and so many more.

a new event proving to be popular on the local calendar, is 
a one night only, late night shopping event. christmas on 
Byrnes – an initiative which celebrates shopping locally in 
the lead-up to christmas.

the christmas on Byrnes event was introduced for the first 
time in 2017, as a joint effort by the mareeba chamber of 
commerce and mareeba Business Women’s club, with the 

support of the mareeba Shire council. it was designed to 
help stem the flow of shoppers heading out-of-town and 
encourage shopping locally in the mareeba cBD. 

after its initial success, the shopping night is set to return, 
with this year’s event to take place on December 7, to 
coincide with the Friday night markets held at the mareeba 
post office centre. 

an added bonus for shoppers on the night is the chance to 
win a mega prize, plus a series of pop-up stalls that will be 
located in a vacant area in Byrnes Street.

SHOP LOCAL: Christmas on Byrnes organisers 
Kylie Campman, Cr Lenore Wyatt, Jodie Turner and 
Sherri Soncin encourage everyone to come out and 
support the December shopping night. 



HOME Of THE LARGEsT fiELd 
dAYs in nORTHERn AUsTRALiA 
the rotary FnQ Field days is northern australia’s largest 
agricultural exhibition.

over three days – may 29, 30 and 31, 2019 – more than 
600 exhibitors come together to deliver a multi-million-dollar 
display of the latest and greatest in agriculture and various 
support industries.

complementing the vast array of goods and services on 
display is a jam-packed attractions and activities program, 
with the end goal of delivering a unique visitor experience for 
the thousands of visitors who file through the gates over the 
three days.

the event is the work of the atherton and mareeba rotary 
clubs, with their respective communities the benefactors of 
monies raised.

as part of efforts to see the event continually evolve and grow, 
the field days in 2019 will be an ambassador for three issues 
affecting rural and regional australia.

awareness advocates will be appointed to each theme, with 
a solid line-up of presentations, attractions and activities 
planned to put the spotlight on each of the issues.

Field days committee chair ida Portella said the committee 

had chose the three themes, based on their current relevance 
not only to Far north Queensland but australia-wide.

“Keeping our farms free from health and safety risks is a 
priority,” ms Portella said. 

“Farm-related accidents and incidents are life-changing and 
often, our attitude and the decisions and choices we make are 
critical to being safe.

“we can all appreciate, on various levels, the importance of 
mental wellness. 

“it’s an issue that touches us all so we are planning a range of 
activities, with guest speakers, to shine the light on this very 
important issue.”

the inventors competition is being revamped to give rural 
innovators and entrepreneurs an opportunity to showcase their 
smarts – potentially to a national audience, with some exciting 
opportunities awaiting the winners.

“as our farmers navigate change in agricultural industries, 
innovation and technology is becoming increasingly important 
for long-term sustainability,” ms Portella said.

site bookings are available online at www.fnqfielddays.org.au

27 & 28 May 2015
Mareeba Rodeo Grounds

www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-FNQ-Field-Days  E: info@fnqfi elddays.org.au  H: #rotaryfi elddays

www.fnqfielddays.org.au

29, 30, 31 May 2019 – Mareeba rodeo Grounds

Largest Field Days in 
           Northern Australia!

www.fnqfielddays.org.au
Facebook: Rotary FNQ Field Days  E: info@fnqfielddays.org.au  



MORO AUTO REPAIRS The Exhaust Specialists

• Mechanical repairs to all makes & models  • Inspections & roadworthy certificates • Modification authorisation 

Call Rico Moro 4092 4198 Fax: 4092 4203  Mob: 0419 795 562 - 128 Mason St, Mareeba

Congratulations to the Tablelands Advertiser on a half-century of great achievements.
All the best for continued success!

Mareeba & Dimbulah 
Community Bank®branches

bUsiness 
advanced rural 
all about computers
anZ bank 
apels solicitors
baba curry
barron river Lawns 
blakey's brakes & aircon service P/L
care chiropractic Queensland
central reality mareeba 
central tyre service
claude cater & co
coffee works
david anthony solicitors
duesbury's chartered accountants
elite executive Pty Ltd
FnQ Filters and Parts
Fuji Xerox business centre
Frankly Financial
golden drop winery
gregg constructions Pty Ltd
grubers beckett chartered accountants
guilfoyles Funeral services
hansen Ford & mareeba toyota
heh civil Pty Ltd
hmbt Pty Ltd
howe Farming
hr dynamics
ida Portella business & travel services
Jackaroo motel
Jobfind centres australia 

Karma waters station
Kelly's wealth services
Kuranda Koala gardens
mareeba and dimbulah community
bank branches of bendigo bank
mareeba cleaning service
mareeba community housing
mareeba district Flexi support 
association
mareeba electrical services
mareeba heritage centre
mareeba Kids campus
mareeba Leagues club
mareeba mazda & mitsubishi
mareeba rodeo association
mareeba tyrepower
mareeba shire council
mareeba state high school
millar teitzel accountants & advisors
moro auto repairs
my mareeba dentist 
neato
Pcyc mareeba
Pumping & irrigation services
Priceline Pharmacy
o’donnells office Product depot 
Quality innovation training 
& employment
ratch australia
ross cardillo Financial services
savannah Lifestyle resorts

shane smith builder Pty Ltd
skill360
skybury coffee Pty Ltd
soncin electrical Pty Ltd
st stephens catholic college
springmount waste management Facility
sunwater Ltd
tableland canegrowers
tableland earthmoving & raw materials
tableland Financial brokers
taFe Queensland
the express
the missing Link
tgt Pty Ltd
travel experience.com
4am & KiK Fm

indiVidUal
greg williams
angela toppin
robyn boundy
evan mcgrath
alf cristaldi
andrew squillari
charlie casa
Keith halfpapp
Jeanette sturiale

life MeMbeRs
hastie centre Furnishings
barry simpson

mareeba Chamber OF COmmerCe

COrPOrate Partners

mareeba Chamber OF COmmerCe

members



a strong, bustling economy needs 
efficient, effective representation – 
and there’s no doubt that mareeba 
chamber of commerce serves this 
role proudly.

With a firm view on helping 
mareeba’s retail, industrial and 
service industries prosper well into 
the future, the chamber is active on a 
number of fronts.

First and foremost, the organisation 
promotes mareeba as a vibrant retail, 
trade supply and professional service 
commercial centre, which services 
not only the mareeba community, 
but also satellite areas including 
the southern tablelands, Dimbulah, 
Lakeland and cape York peninsula.

it supports its members and the 
business community with seminars, 
workshops and trade displays by 
either promoting these events or 
having a hand in arranging them. 
the chamber attracts high-quality 
guest speakers, many experts in 
their fields, to address chamber 
luncheons, generally held quarterly. 

the chamber is front and centre 
when it matters the most – actively 
lobbying federal, state and local  
governments on a range of issues 
including, but not limited to, reliability 
improvements to the Kuranda Range 
Road, future water needs for the 
region and maintaining and improving 
health services in the community.

in addition, the chamber lends 
its support to locally-driven 
issues including improvements to 
Bicentennial Lakes.

chamber president Joe moro said 
the chamber worked closely with 
like-minded organisations including 
mareeba Shire council and the 
mareeba heritage museum and 
Visitor information centre to promote 
mareeba.

“there are enormous benefits in 
working together for the same goal, 
that is, to promote mareeba to 
ensure we have a strong, flourishing 
business centre to meet the needs of 
local residents and visitors.”

A 
sTROnG 
VOiCE
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MAREEBA
a great place to live, 

       play & do business!

EmErALD CrEEK FALLS 


