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FROM THE President

Over the past 12 months, the 
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce 
has advocated across a number of 
key issues that are vital to our town’s 
continued viability.

Either as an individual or collectively 
with other key stakeholders, the 
chamber has been successful in 
raising awareness to and generating 
interest for critical issues.

By far, a safe, efficient and reliable 
transport system continues to be 
one of the greatest challenges faced 
by our community as a whole, for 
our roads and the condition thereof, 
impact on us all.

We have been strong proponents of 
the need for government to take firm 
action now to ensure the road system 

we have today, adequately caters for 
the expected exponential growth to 
come.

This action has been underlined 
with a joint transport submission 
with FNQ Growers, submitted to 
key government leaders, civic and 
industry groups.

A secure, affordable and safe long-
term water supply is critical, as our 
half a billion-dollar plus agricultural 
industry screams out for more water.

It’s an issue that also continues to 
confront government at all levels, 
but one that we, as a chamber, will 
continue to lobby for until a tangible 
solution is reached and delivered.

This past year the chamber has 
made a concerted effort to promote 
tourism, and find out what we can 
do as a business group to support 
this industry which contributed $60 
million in direct and indirect benefits 
to Mareeba (2016/17).

We carried out a survey of local 
businesses to quantify the value of 
tourism – with some expected, yet 
surprising results. (more P20-21)

We spoke loudly when we called out 
the Member for Cook for reneging on 
an election promise and moving the 
Mareeba-based electorate office to 
Cairns – outside the Cook Electorate. 
We remain firm in our disappointment 
of this decision which was in direct 
defiance of the Mareeba business 
community.

We are raising attention to the issue of 
rogue saltwater crocodiles inhabiting 
the Barron and Mitchell river systems, 
impacting on many people who rely 
on these rivers and tributaries for 
domestic, farming, recreational and 
tourism purposes.

We also continue to support the 
community with its efforts for 
improved health services at the 
Mareeba Hospital.

Our lobbying efforts take time, yet 
indirectly we continue to see the 
results. 

I take this opportunity to thank our 
members and my executive for 
a great 2019 and look forward to 
continuing our strong work in 2020.

Joe Moro � PRESIDENT 

The Mareeba Shire Council area 

has, for many years, been famous 

for the diversity of its agricultural 

and horticultural industries and 

this diversity and growth of these 

industries continues apace in this past 

year. 

Investment in new agricultural industry 

and associated infrastructure have 

driven the local economy and in 

response Mareeba Shire Council is 

expending considerably more than $2 

million in an expansion of the Mareeba 

Industrial Park, which has become a 

major transport and service centre for 

our region. 

The Mareeba Airport has been 
reconstructed to an extremely high 
standard to provide for general 
aviation maintenance and flight 
training. These services will bring 
new, high skilled employment to our 
Shire; further underwriting our local 
economy for generations to come.

The development that we see before 
our eyes raises the obvious question 
about the immediate and long-term 
future of our community. Our whole 
economy is underwritten by our 
water and land assets and the future 
demand access to further supply of 
irrigation water. This need has now 
become urgent and is a matter for 
vigorous debate and strong advocacy 
at both State and Commonwealth 
levels to ensure that we are not left 
behind in what has now become a 
national race for water infrastructure. 
The Mareeba Shire Council is taking 
a strong lead in the pursuit of new 
water.

As we look forward, we must 

contribute to the discussion on the 
potential for the Cairns International 
Airport to become an export window 
into Asia for our diverse range of fruit 
and vegetables.

Regrettably the inadequate transport 
corridor between the Tablelands 
and Cairns, being the Kuranda 
Range Road is appearing as a major 
impediment to the development of this 
opportunity. Once again, your Council 
is taking a lead role in the pursuit of 
resolution of this long outstanding 
transport issue and is pleased to have 
the unwavering support of our farming 
industry.

I am sure that this report in future 
years will be equally positive and will 
give investors; existing and potential 
reason to use Mareeba as their 
base for agriculture, horticulture and 
transport and, of course, associated 
service industries.

Cr Tom Gilmore � MAYOR 

FROM THE Mayor 



BUSINESS 
FIRST
A strong chamber results in a 
strong business community.

The Mareeba Chamber of 
Commerce represents the 
interests of members in a variety 
of ways.

Whether it’s lobbying for a 
reliable, safe and efficient 
transport network, the removal 
of rogue saltwater crocodiles 
from public waterways or lending 
support for grant applications, 
the chamber is front and centre 
where it matters most.

First and foremost, the 
organisation promotes Mareeba 
as a vibrant retail, trade supply 
and professional service 
commercial centre, which 
services not only the Mareeba 
community, but also satellite 
areas including the southern 
Tablelands, Dimbulah, Lakeland 
and Cape York Peninsula.

The chamber’s most fundamental 
mission is to generate more 
business for its members. It 
supports its members and 
the business community with 
seminars, workshops and trade 
displays by either promoting 
these events or having a hand in 
arranging them. 

The chamber attracts high-
quality guest speakers, many 
experts in their fields, to address 
chamber luncheons, generally 
held quarterly. 

These topics range from 
business needs like training and 
human resources to hearing from 
stakeholders about projects, or 
political representatives.

Some of the chamber’s work is 
carried out behind-the-scenes, 
via correspondence, meetings 
and representations with key 
stakeholders.

Results of lobbying efforts take 
time and are often repetitive, yet 
results are delivered. Holding 
a voice at the table where 
decisions are made is just as 
important.

The chamber accepts, where 
possible, most opportunities to 
voice concerns and represent 
the business interests of the 
Mareeba community at a state 
and federal level.

The many and varied events held in 
Mareeba inject thousands of dollars 
into the community and deliver flow-
on economic benefits.

The annual Mareeba Rodeo 
plays a significant part in the 
town’s economy. This year’s event 
attracted more than 14,000 people, 
up slightly on last year. 

They enjoyed for the first time 
the new $900,000 grandstand, 
$270,000 lighting and $75,000 
sound system, which were 
delivered with the support of a grant 
from the Department of National 
Parks, Sport and Racing.

The infrastructure upgrade has 
provided a better entertainment 
experience – bigger, safer 
grandstands, brighter, more efficient 
lighting and better audio.

With around 70% of the visitors 
who attend the event from out-of-
town, the economic flow-on effect is 
significant.

The campground is full a month 
before. Around 420 competing 
cowboys and cowgirls and their 
families visit the area. Stock 
contractors are in the town for the 
week of the event, likewise the 
contracted arena personnel (official 
judges and announcers).

For Mareeba, it means a huge 
influx of people who spend money 
on food, fuel and in some cases, 
accommodation.

Another event that injects 
thousands of dollards into the local 
economy is the Rotary FNQ Field 
Days, a biennial agricultural event 
also held at the Mareeba Rodeo 
Grounds. 

Billed as the largest field days 
in northern Australia, the joint 
Atherton and Mareeba Rotary 
Clubs project delivers a double 
whammy. 

The event is underpinned by 
charity, with funds raised from the 
three-day extravaganza handed 

to the clubs for donation back to 
their beneficiary communities and 
projects.

But it’s also the economic injection 
the week of the event and for 
exhibitors, the months after, that 
takes many by surprise. 

This year, there was 600 sites and 
500 exhibitors, with a large number 
of those coming from out-of-town – 
from across Queensland, intrastate 
and even some international 
businesses.

Accommodation in the town and 
surrounding areas is booked out 
months before. Spending is high 
during this period.

While many exhibitors report 
good, solid sales during the event, 
a number of the larger retailers, 
particularly those with agricultural 
machinery, say the flow-on effects 
continue for months after.

Agriculture aside, Mareeba is 
also blessed to be rich in culture 
and homegrown talent, the latter 
on display when The Indie Rose 
Foundation hosted Runway 19, 
a fashion show extravaganza 
bringing together all of Mareeba’s 
fashion houses and two jewellery 
businesses.

 Close to 300 people attended 
the event, with its success tipped 
to make it an annual spot on the 
town’s social calendar. 

While primarily a charity fundraiser, 
it delivered much more with many 
of the participating businesses 
enjoying some surprising flow-on 
benefits.

A local fashion house sold all but 
three of the 16 outfits on show, and 
another local designer attracted 
international attention as a result 
of social media posts from the 
evening. 

The events listed are just a sample 
of the events and attractions held 
in and around Mareeba that help 
contribute to the town’s economy.

EVENTS INJECT 
THOUSANDS 
INTO MAREEBA 
COMMUNITY

4�  www.mareebachamber.com.au  



www.mareebachamber.com.au  �5

A GREAT 
PLACE TO 
LIVE, PLAY  
AND DO 
BUSINESS 
Location, services and weather make a 
town great and liveable.

Mareeba has those three ingredients – 
and more – in bucket loads, making it 
the ideal location to raise a family, set 
up a new business and forge a life.

Our unique position between the bush 
and the city – 62km to the hustle and 
bustle of Cairns  and on the doorstop 
of the great wilderness of Cape York 
Peninsula – makes our town a sought 
after location for families, businesses 
and industry.

Our retail sector is bustling, with two 
supermarkets and specialty shops 
galore and entertainment venues.

On the professional front, Mareeba 
offers all that you need in terms of 
financial, legal, training and human 
resources needs.

Our industrial area is booming – 
evidenced by the growing number of 
tenants in the town’s industrial area, 
which is purpose-fit to accommodate a 
range of different industries.

Transport operators are expanding at 
record rates to keep up with demand.

Growth in the horticulture industries of 
Mareeba, and areas immediately west 
and north, continues at exponential 
rates. Demand for labour is high, buoyed 
by the growth in agriculture.

Our location is unique, not only for our 
residents to enjoy the tropical lifestyle 
Mareeba offers, but also for business 
opportunities

We are the gateway to Cape York 
Peninsula, and service all communities 
to the north with business, professional, 
trade and rural needs.

We also service communities on the 

southern Tableland, also serve as the 

first port of call for communities and 

pastoral properties to the west.

The social fabric of our community – the 

demographics of an area that gel us all 

together – is strong. 

But its not just our community that 

is spreading the vibe – we have the 

statistics to prove it.

Last year, we won the mantle as the 

largest urban centre in tropical North 

Queensland outside Cairns (Australian 

Bureau of Statistics 2016 Census data).

We will continue to work to strengthen 

our local economy and position 

Mareeba as a strong retail, industrial, 

tourism and agricultural centre.

As the largest urban centre in Far North Queesland outside Cairns, Mareeba is a bustling 
and vibrant centre for economic growth. All in all Mareeba is a truly incredible place to live 
with a wide variety of opportunities for both business and leisure.



NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
– A SIGN OF GROWING 
TIMES AHEAD 
One of the best indicators of growth in 
a regional community is investment in 
developments.

In Mareeba, two of the newest 
developments to grace the landscape 
are the Clean Choices Car Wash, 
which opened in September, and the 
continued development at Amaroo 
Village.

The first-ever automatic car wash in 
Mareeba is a project by former farmers 
Tom and Ruth Maisel and their family.

Situated at 308 Byrnes Street, the state-
of-the-art complex includes automatic 
wash bays, self-service wash bays, a 
dog wash and vacuum bays.

Ruth Maisel said the complex was two 
years in the planning.

“We looked at our catchment and the 
community to really understand what’s 
happening and who is our target 
market,” Mrs Maisel said.

“This has helped ensure we provide 

the services they need, as much as we 
can.”

Included in the $2 million development 
is a twin dog wash and four vacuum 
bays with three different types of 
vacuums. There are two regular 
do-it-yourself wash bays which offer 
everything from tyre and engine clean 
to spot-free soft water rinse. 

A super bay caters for large vehicles 
including prime movers, boats and 
caravans and comes with a dedicated 
underbody wash.

The automatic wash bays offer the razor 
touch-free car wash and M22 soft touch 
car wash.

Ruth said fundraising opportunities 
using the facilities at the complex, 
would be offered to community groups 
in the future.

On the outskirts of Mareeba, big things 
continue to evolve at Amaroo Village, 
which is part of Amaroo Estate. Now in 
its 13th year, the residential estate is 

located in the eastern growth corridor, 
the Cairns side of Mareeba. 

The business precinct of the village will 
welcome a pharmacy and pathology 
by the end of 2019, to complement the 
medical centre opened in 2015.

At a cost of around $1.2 million, the 
complex features easy access with the 
entire building on one level.

The vision for future stages of the 
business precinct includes an array 
of allied health professionals to 
complement the existing health service 
providers. 

In time, the developers hope a local 
marketplace will be available to supply 
convenient groceries, fresh local 
produce and deli items, along with 
other businesses offering comfort, 
care and convenience to residents and 
visitors. 

Future stages will be delivered over 
time in line with the expected increase 
in demand. 

What's new...

Amaroo Village.

Clean Choices Car Wash.



By far one of the greatest 
challenges facing the Mareeba 
community is a safe, efficient and 
reliable transport network.

Future growth of the Atherton 
Tablelands and communities to 
the west hinge on a number of 
important factors, none so much 
so as a transport network that 
meets the needs of industry and 
the general public. 

The current key road link between 
Mareeba and Cairns, the Kennedy 
Highway including the Kuranda 
Range Road, plays a major role 
for freight, industry and commuter 
traffic yet has serious deficiencies 
that are limiting its capacity, 
efficiency and safety. 

Production across the Tableland’s 
agricultural industry 
is predicted to boom 
in the coming years, 
largely based on an 
increase in planting of 
some key horticulture 
commodities, so 
it’s imperative the 
road infrastructure is 
adequate to cater for 
increased heavy vehicle 
traffic. 

Notwithstanding the 
work already delivered and 
earmarked by government to 
improve safety and efficiency on 
the road, a long-term solution 
to upgrade the road, to improve 
safety, reliability and freight 
efficiency, is urgently needed. 

Continued inaction has the 
potential to stifle growth of the 
region. 

For some time, the chamber has 
voiced its concerns about the 
current road link, and this year 
joined forces with FNQ Growers 
to present a submission to key 
government, business and 
advocacy groups.

The submission called for urgent 
funding to be allocated to properly 

assess existing upgrading options 
and provide a tangible, funded 
plan for the long-term upgrade of 
the road.

The Kuranda Range Road is 
unable to handle the standard 
freight efficient type of vehicle 
on Australian roads, B-doubles 
– a constraint that is leading 
to substantial economic 
inefficiencies.

Freight providers, heavy and 
general, say the constraints result 
in additional running costs, while 
the condition of the designated 
B-double route via Palmerston 
Highway (Innisfail to Malanda) 
fails to adequately cater for the 
heavy vehicle traffic, with poor 
surfaces and limited overtaking 
opportunities.

Growth in traffic numbers and the 
types of vehicles, in particular, 
heavy vehicles, has increased the 
risk of conflicts on the road.  There 
have been numerous unplanned 
closures, ranging from two hours 
to half a day due, mostly to traffic 
accidents. While safety is of 
paramount importance, reliability 
is key with unplanned closures 
causing massive disruptions.

Daily traffic on the road is now 
up to about 9,500 vehicles a day, 
having grown by three per cent 
per annum since major studies 
on upgrading were completed in 
2005 when vehicle numbers were 
about 6,400 a day.  

The Department of Transport 

and Main Roads undertook a 
significant planning study in the 
late 1990s, which considered 
several options for the long-term 
upgrade of the Kuranda Range 
Road. 

Of the 18 considered, the 
Integrated Transport Study for 
Kuranda Range narrowed down 
the broad options to a four-lane 
surface road between Kuranda 
and Smithfield.

While the work that the State 
Government has funded and 
continues to fund to deliver safety 
and efficiency improvements, is 
welcomed, there has been, to 
date, no tangible, fully funded 
solution to addressing the 
long-term efficiency, safety and 
reliability needs of this link.

The Chamber supports the efforts 
of the FNQ Regional Organisation 
of Councils in lobbying for funding 
to support a strategic assessment 
of service requirements, 
preliminary evaluation and 
business case on the Kuranda 
Range Road.

Given the road’s significance to 
the region and its location in a 
highly sensitive environmental 
area, the chamber believes this 
funding commitment should be 
shared between the State and 
Federal Governments. Further,  
the chamber supports this 
section, the Kennedy Highway 
between Cairns and Mareeba, to 
be added to the National Highway 
Network.

PRESSURE CONTINUES 
FOR SAFE, EFFICIENT 
AND RELIABLE 
TRANSPORT NETWORK

Daily traffic on the road is now up 
to about 9,500 vehicles a day, having 

grown by almost 50 per cent since major 
studies on upgrading were completed in 
2005 when vehicle numbers were about 

6,400 a day 

www.mareebachamber.com.au  �7



Mareeba Toyota 

Phone:  4092 9400 or 4092 9600

279 Byrnes Street, Mareeba

The Cedric Davies Community Hub is 
underway. Funded by the Queensland 
Government, Mareeba’s new community 
facility will be a multi-use facility, where 
people of all ages and abilities can 
gather and access a range of services 
and activities including sport and 
recreation, library, training, community 
functions and events. 

Named in honour of former Mareeba 
Shire Mayor and councillor, Cedric 
Davies, the facility will include a new 
bowling clubhouse and green and will  
be located near the existing Mareeba 
and Memorial Bowls Club, Anzac 
Avenue, Mareeba.

Mareeba Shire Mayor Tom Gilmore 
said the facility would fill a void in the 
Mareeba community.

“The community has been deprived of an 
adequate library service for many years 
and council has identified that this is the 
only viable and most affordable option 
for the community,” he said.

While the current premises was well 
located in a central position, inadequate 
space and a lack of all abilities access 
means it was underutilised.

“A representative group of customers 
with mobility issues said they would be 
able to get to the new library as long as 
it was within the township but didn’t need 
to be in the central business district,” Cr 
Gilmore said.

“Customers have been telling us for 
some time now that they want safer 
parking and improved customer safety 
getting to the library from their car and 

given that the majority of users drive, this 
is a significant issue.”

Cr Gilmore said the new community hub 
eliminated many of these problems. 

“Council will take extra steps to assist 
those few customers who may have 
difficulties accessing the new library,” he 
said.

“This may include offering a home 
delivery service, encouraging a buddy 
system and possible community 
transport options. 

“We are aware that most school children 
who visit the library after school come 
with their parents. 

“A small number walk or get dropped off 
in town by the school bus to go to the 
library and are then later picked up by 
their parents. 

“We will be talking with the bus providers 
to see if they can include the hub as a 
drop-off point.

“We anticipate that the community hub 
and library will attract new customers 
and groups who are not presently using 
the Library premises due to the lack of 
space and its busy location. 

The site also caters for future expansion 
so will serve the community well for many 
decades, Cr Gilmore said.

NEW HUB 
FOR MAREEBA
COMMUNITY 



WATER 
SAVINGS 

IRRIGATION MODERNISATION

Modernisation works on Mareeba’s 
61-year-old irrigation scheme are on 
track to deliver substantial water savings 
on completion in December 2021. 

The $28 million project aims to improve 
the efficiency of the Mareeba Dimbulah 
Water Supply Scheme (MDWSS), as 
well as reduce operational losses at key 
outflow locations.

Works on the scheme will comprise 
five delivery packages to reduce water 
losses by up to 8306 megalitres (ML), 
which will boost the local economy 
by providing more water access for 
irrigators.

Improvements are directed at balancing 
storages to catch channel overflows, 
regulating gates to better control flow 
through the channel network and a 
pressurised pipeline to capture overflow 
and seepage losses from the scheme.

Sunwater is investing $16.4 million 
to supplement National Water 

Infrastructure Development Fund 
funding of $11.6 million.

The project includes works across six 
areas of the scheme, being Atherton 
Creek, Biboohra, EB4, North Walsh, 
Southedge and South Walsh.

The first major milestone was achieved 
in July 2019 with the completion of the 
installation of four automated control 
gates at Biboohra Main Channel and 
upgrading seven customer offtakes. 

The next major milestone is the 
installation of a pressurised pipeline 
system at EB4. 

Once commissioned in January 2020, 
the pipeline will deliver estimated water 
savings up to 662ML per annum. 

There are four remaining delivery 
packages which will be fully delivered by 
December 2021:

Installation of 4.5km pressured     
pipeline at EB4 

Installation of approx.10.7 km 
pipelines in Atherton Creek and 
Southedge 

Construction of approx. 60ML           
off-stream storage

Rehabilitation of concrete structures 
including any offtakes to install the 
automated gates

The MDWSS was established in 1958 
upon completion of the Tinaroo Falls 
Dam, to provide water to the Barron 
Gorge power station. 

Today the scheme supports more than 
1000 irrigation, industrial and urban 
customers with a total of 204,424ML in 
water entitlements.

The modernisation project is part of a 
three-prong approach mooted by the 
agricultural heavyweights to shore up 
the region’s long-term water security. 
Also on the table is the proposed new 
dam, Nullinga, on the Walsh River, and 
the North Johnstone River diversion.
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Get Smart Financial Solutions Pty Ltd is now operating financial planning services as an Authorised Representative of Count Financial 
Limited (Count) at the office of Millar Teitzel. Deanna Percy, who has been with Millar Teitzel for 12 years, is now an Authorized 
Representative of Count and will be able to assist you with your financial goals. 
 
  

Let us:  
•  Help you identify and shape your goals;  
• Provide you with smart, tailored strategies and straight forward advice so that you can relax and focus on 

the important things in life; and 
• Help turn your dreams into reality. 


o Financial Planning 
o Self-Managed Superannuation Funds   
o Superannuation & Transition to Retirement 
o Wealth Creation    
o Wealth Protection    
o Gearing 

Our office is located on Level 1, Office 6, 81 Byrnes Street Mareeba Qld 4880, or 
Phone: 07 4092 8086 e-mail: deanna@getsmart.net.au 
Fax:      07 4092 8099 
 

Get Smart Financial Solutions Pty Ltd ABN 85 611 347 258 is an authorised representative of Count Financial Limited ABN 19 001 974 625, AFSL No. 
227232, a wholly-owned, non-guaranteed subsidiary of Commonwealth Bank of Australia ABN 48 123 123 124.  Count is a Professional Partner of the 
Financial Planning Association of Australia Limited.  

ABN: 85 611 347 258 
Authorised Representation no. 1245135 

ABN: 76 133 998 919 
 

ARE YOU 

FINANCIALLY HEALTHY? 

Let us... 

 •  Identify and shape your goals 
•  Provide financial strategies

•  Help turn your dreams into reality

Talk to us for advice on

•  Wealth creation and protection 
•  Self-managed or retail superannuation 

•  Insurance 

OUR SKILLS FOR 

YOUR 

BUSINESS SUCCESS:

•  Business Evaluation  
•  Startup and Feasibility 

•  Structures 
•  Strategy

•  Planning and Finance 
•  Tax Advice and Preparation 

OUR OFFICES ARE LOCATED ON LEVEL 1, 81 BYRNES ST, MAREEBA
Phone: (07) 4092 8066 or Email: admin@millarteitzel.com.au

Get Smart Financial Solutions Pty Ltd ABN 85 611 347 258 is an authorised representative of Count Financial Limited ABN 19 001 974 625, AFSL No. 
227232 which is 85% owned by CountPlus Limited ABN 111 26 990 832. 

Outside School 
Hours Care

The Police-Citizens Youth Club (PCYC) has been providing quality school 

age care for young people for over 30 years. One of the largest provider 

in Queensland, currently operating over 118 services that include 

before school care, after school care and vacation care. Our goal is to 

always exceed the requirements set by National Quality Standards and 

Framework through the provision of good food; engaging, educational and 

age appropriate programs; ample modern and traditional resources along 

with professional and enthusiastic team members. 

Before and After School Care 

& Vacation Care...

 pcyc.org.au
QUEENSLAND

Building safer, healthier communities through youth development

PCYC Mareeba 

0428 864 989



The Far North Queensland Aviation 
Museum committee is now well 
advanced with proposals to develop an 
excellent aviation museum as part of the 
growing activity at Mareeba Airport.  

Proposed initial development will be 
a 32 x 18 igloo shaped building with 
glass front that will include reception, 
indoor display area, small cafeteria and 
souvenir sales area.

Apart from indoor display, aircraft will 
be presented on tarmac.  An entrance 
statement will be erected at the 
Kennedy Highway turnoff into the airport 
to guide visitors to the museum to be 
located on land provided by Mareeba 
Shire Council in their new airport 
expansion area at the south western 
end of the strip.

WHY AN AVIATION MUSEUM?  
Aviation has played a disproportionate 
part in the development and history of 
the Far North Queensland region.

In the first place, aviation has played 
a major role in providing connectivity 
within a region with an area as large as 
the British Isles, one and a half times 
the size of Victoria, but with a small 
scattered population and a very poorly 
developed land transport system.  As 

a result of these factors, the region has 
developed the largest fleet of small 
aircraft in northern and almost certainly 
in regional Australia.

Secondly, aviation has played a major 
role in connecting a remote region 
with major population centres within 
Australia and overseas.  Cairns Airport 
is now by far the largest airport in 
northern Australia with services to eight 
Asia Pacific cities and to the major 
metropolitan centres in Australia as well 
as Darwin, the Red Centre and Gold 
Coast.

During the dark days of the Pacific War 
in 1942, the region played a front-line 
role during the Coral Sea battles and 
a subsequent major support role for 
aircraft participating in the conflict in 
Papua New Guinea.

THE ORGANISATION                        
The Far North Queensland Aviation 
Museum is established as a non-profit 
company limited by guarantee with 25 
financial members and approximately 
160 on its contact list.  Most of the 
members reside in Mareeba Shire.

The organisation is managed by a 
board of five directors.

DEVELOPING 
AN AVIATION 
MUSEUM AT 
MAREEBA 
AIRPORT
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WHY 
MAREEBA 
AIRPORT? 
Although much of 
the current aviation 
activity in the region 
centres around 
Cairns Airport, 
Mareeba is in a 
special position as a 
location to record the 
role of aviation in the 
region’s history.

〉Mareeba Airport is important 
in its own right with a special 
role in aircraft maintenance 
that will support the need for 
the skills for aircraft restoration 
activity.

〉Mareeba Airport is the most 
important pilot training airport 
in northern Australia.  Access 
to the history of aviation and 
the development of aircraft 
will assist introduction to 
the industry and deepen the 
training experience.

〉Mareeba Airport was 
commenced being built in 
the week following the critical 
Coral Sea Battle of the Pacific 
War in 1942, and became the 
main RAAF and USAF defence 
operations airport in the region.

〉The climate of Mareeba is 
dryer than Cairns, with more 
fine days and less humid 
conditions, and is more suitable 
for the long-term maintenance 
of aircraft in a museum 
situation.

〉Land is available at the 
airport at low cost compared 
with other alternatives.

〉The Far North Queensland 
Aviation Museum will form part 
of the network of Pacific War 
related sites in the Tablelands 
area related especially to the 
Australian army staging and 
training activities for the New 
Guinea campaigns.

〉Mareeba Airport is located 
on the main transport and 
tourism route through the 
Tablelands (the Kennedy 
Highway), close to Mareeba.

Proposed FNQ Aviation Museum and Cafe. 



l Accounting & Taxation 
 Practical advice
 Specialising in primary industry 
   and small business

l Business Consulting Services   
 Succession planning
 Business valuation
 Team building programs
 Business coaching
 Business development 

l Bookkeeping Services 
 BAS preparation
 MYOB training
 Superannuation preparation 

For more information 

Call us today on 4092 1677 or 
email enquiries@duesburys.com.au

196 Byrnes St, Mareeba QLD 4880

www.duesburys.com.au

For over 30 years Duesburys has 
provided accounting services to 

the local district 

“For Powerful Advertising Results”

Call “The Local Advertising Ideas People” on 

4092 4558

WWW.NQRADIO.COM.AU

Download the FREE NQ Radio phone App for Android or iPhoneNQ 
Radio

Mareeba Community Centre Inc is 
a community based, non-profit 

organisation providing community services 
in the Mareeba Shire Council area. 

Helping the community with...
Self-help & Social Groups
Intensive Family Support 
Secondary Family Support
Family & Child Connect   
Emergency Relief  

No Interest Loan Scheme

14 Sutherland St, Mareeba  

P: 4092 1948 � E: enquiries@mccinc.org.au   

www.mccinc.org.au

We are a neighbourhood centre 

providing information, advice & 

referral services to the community



Mareeba’s role as a key service centre 
for Cape York Peninsula puts it in the 
hotseat to benefit if a proposed 200,000 
megalitre dam is built at Lakeland, 
180km north.

A dam on the Palmer River was deemed 
the most favourable option under 
the Lakeland Irrigation Area Report, 
following a feasibility study which 
looked at how to expand and improve 
agriculture in the area.  

The Palmer River flows west to the 
Mitchell catchment and into the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. It has been highly degraded 
by mining over the past century and, 
being westerly flowing, will leave no 
impact on the Great Barrier Reef.

Should the project proceed, water would 
be pumped from the dam to the top of 
the Byerstown Range to a holding dam 
where it will be gravity fed through a 
hydro plant and distributed to growers 
by a pipe system. The hydro plant will 
power the pumps.

Originally developed in the late 1960s, 
Lakeland agriculture has enjoyed 
significant diversification in recent years 
with bananas, melons and other crops 
being grown with some success. 

But the expansion of sustainable 
agriculture, much like the Mareeba-
Dimbulah industry, is hamstrung by a 
lack of water.

Water for agriculture in the area is 
currently provided by a combination of 

farm dams and groundwater. 

Lakeland has further potential for 
both agricultural and service centre 
development, but needs water supply 
reliability and security.

Currently, there is more than 6,000 
hectares under cropping on freehold 
land in the Lakeland basin. No further 
tree clearing is required to achieve 
maximum utilisation of the arable land. 

There is potential for a further 10,000 ha 
of downstream grazing land to benefit 
from fodder production. The Department 
of Natural Resources Mines and Energy 
has undertaken a comprehensive 
assessment and identified favourable 
soil and crop suitability.

The study, funded under the National 
Water Infrastructure Development 
Fund (NWIDF) was originally started 
by Cape York Sustainable Futures 
(CYSF) but handed over to the 
Regional Development Australia Far 
North Queensland & Torres Strait 
(RDAFNQ&TS) for completion, after the 
CYSF closed in 2018.

RDAFNQ&TS chief executive officer 
Danielle Carey said the water supply 
facility would potentially be owned by the 
state of Queensland and managed by a 
local board of growers. 

“The board would comprise a company 
limited by guarantee with membership 
referable to allocation,” Ms Carey said.

“The facility, when complete, will open up 
employment and business opportunity 
and substantial benefit to indigenous 
cattle producers in the region.

“The project is estimated to cost $400m 
including preliminaries and approvals 
and could be competed in 5-7 years.”

The project will deliver enormous 
benefits to the region including access 
to a reliable and affordable water supply, 
increased water available for agriculture 
and ability to grow higher value and 
more diverse range crops in suitable 
areas.

The additional water would support 
8000ha of high valued crops.

The flow-on effects include increased 
regional business activity and prosperity 
through increased agricultural activity 
along with the creation of 1000 
construction jobs followed by 1200 
fulltime positions on completion. 

The feasibility report identified a $234 
million contribution to the gross regional 
product (GRP).

The feasibility has been publicly 
released to the Lakeland community. 
Engagement with growers, landowners 
and the Traditional Owners is ongoing.

In April this year, the Federal 
Government announced $10 million to 
get the project “shovel ready”.

Discussions are ongoing, with project 
milestones currently being put in place.

BENEFIT 
FROM NEW DAM AT LAKELAND

MAREEBA TO
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Find us on 
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Mareeba Leagues Club
 
 

Find us 
on 

Facebook
 

'Modern Tastes, heritage Surrounds'

LUNCH

LUNCH SPECIALS | PIZZA

SNACKS | SALADS & MORE

11.30AM - 2.00PM DAILY

DOYLE STREET

PH:40922922

DINNER
THURSDAY - SATURDAY 

FROM 5:30PM 
SUNDAY - WEDNESDAY

FROM 6:00PM

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
3/186 Byrnes St, Mareeba  l  0439 545 433 

info@idaportella.com.au 

Specialising in 

international and 

business travel, 

cruising, with a 

niche focus on 

luxury escapes, 

humanitarian 

and small group 

holidays with 

a personalised 

touch! 

Member Agency 

Local employment providers celebrating 32 years 

Freecall 1800 354 414   l  126 Byrnes St, Mareeba (Head Offi  ce)
WWW.QITE.COM

Working with the Community

Q.I.T.E Mareeba     Q.I.T.E Atherton     Q.I.T.E Innisfail     Q.I.T.E Cairns 
Outreach Services in Mossman • Tully • Ravenshoe

Employment & Job Placement          Disability Employment Services      

Harvest Labour Services          Recruitment Labour Hire

QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services 



What makes a 
successful business?

You.

Mareeba and Dimbulah Community Bank® branches

You work tirelessly to ensure your business 

succeeds. At Mareeba and Dimbulah 

Community Bank® branches, we appreciate 

that your business is your livelihood, and we 

treat it as such.

Smart Banking Solutions for Small Business. 

Drop into your nearest branch at 

94 Byrnes Street, Mareeba - 4092 2099 or

31-33 Raleigh Street, Dimbulah - 4093 5266 to find 

out more.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S55013-5 (501447_v2) (10/09/2019)

Stephen, 
Ann-Maree, 
Yadranka
Business Managers

A two-and-a half year project to help 
Tableland cane growers become the 
drivers of their own destiny came to 
fruition in July.

The growers – cane suppliers to 
Mossman Mill – celebrated the 
finalisation of a plan to buy the century-
old Mossman Mill. 

The plan makes the Mareeba growers, 
along with their Mossman-based 
farming colleagues, owners of the only 
grower-owned cooperative sugar mill 
in Queensland. A share release will be 
finalised before the end of the year.

The Mossman Mill Transitional Project 
comprises the Daintree Bio Precinct 
and three subsidiaries. They include 
Far Northern Milling, which owns the 
mill, Far Northern Infrastructure, which 
will buy the feedstock from the mill and 
also owns the land adjacent to the mill, 
and Daintree Bio Enterprises, which will 
have equity in the projects that will be 
built on the bio precinct. 

Daintree Bio Precinct chair Maryann 
Salvetti said the project would give 
growers control over their own destiny. 

“It provides growers with the opportunity 
to be price makers rather than price 
takers,” Ms Salvetti said. 

“This is particularly relevant in the sugar 
industry, which is largely driven by the 
world sugar price.”

Value-adding will underpin the project, 
which received $20 million from the 
Federal Government for mill operations, 
maintenance and capital, and $25 
million from the State Government also 
for capex and operational purposes and 
to develop the bio precinct.

“The vision is to have all of the 
feedstock from the mill utilised through 
value-added projects so that we are 
no longer reliant on the world sugar 
market,” Mrs Salvetti said.

“This will include utilising syrup, sugar, 
molasses, bagasse and mill mud.

“We have got two food grade projects 
starting next season utilising sugar cane 
and raw sugar.”

Daintree Bio Precinct Chief Executive 
Officer Bronwyn Dwyer said the project 
would inject more money into the 
Mareeba economy.

“Once the projects are developed the 
grower-shareholders will have price 
certainty as they will no longer be 
relying on fluctuations in the sugar 
price,” Ms Dwyer said.

“They will know every year what price 
they will receive for their cane as it 
will be underpinned by the price Far 
Northern Milling achieves for the mill 
feedstock.

“This will allow them to be able to 
make farming decisions based on the 

knowledge of what returns they will 
receive. 

“This is very rare for farming, particularly 
in our market.”

Ms Dwyer said Mareeba growers 
had agreed to include a $2/tonne 
cane deduction in their cane supply 
agreements which shows their 
willingness to assist in ensuring 
the success of the project. A large 
maintenance and capital program is 
planned for the mill next season.

“Our aim over the next two years is 
to build up the mill to 85% reliability 
which will produce enough steam and 
electricity to supply companies on bio 
precinct,” Mrs Salvetti said.

“We are looking at an aenorabic 
digestor to process waste to provide 
steam and electricity so that value 
adding projects can run all year 
around.”

Mrs Salvetti said the board was aware 
of the need to keep the mill viable while 
developing the value-added projects.

“It is critical that we maintain cashflow 
while we work to achieve the long-term 
projects that will underpin the viability 
of the mill and its growers into the long 
term,” she said.

“If we are successful it will be a 
showcase for the rest of the industry 
that it can be done.”

GROWERS TAKE CONTROL FOR A SWEET FUTURE  



 www.msc.qld.gov.au 

BUILDING APPROVALS - 2018/2019
Total building approvals issued: 357

Number of dwellings approved: 140

Total value of building approvals: $52,244,858 

A total of 66 new planning development 

applications were received during the 
2018/2019 financial year. 

PLANNING APPROVALS - 2018/2019

A growing, confident and 
sustainable Shire

TOP

10
Fastest growing Local 

Government Area in 
Queensland in 
2017-18

1.4%
annual growth rate

With a population of 8,184, Mareeba 
has grown to be the largest town 
outside of Cairns in the Far North 
Queensland region.

Financial sustainability enables Council to deliver affordable services and maintain 
and renew the community’s assets, all of which contribute to the liveability and 

economic growth of the Shire. 

[ AREA 53,502km2 ]

Mareeba
Kuranda

Irvinebank

Julatten
Mt Molloy

Mutchilba
Dimbulah

Chillagoe

4. ABS 3218.0, Regional Population Growth, Australia, various editions
Health

11.3%
Retail

9.1%
Agriculture

16.9%
Education

8.0%
Public Administration

7.4%

TOP 5 Employment by industry

Supporting economic growth is paramount. Key 
industries drive the Mareeba Shire economy, 
including agriculture, retail, industry, and tourism with 
opportunities emerging in Mareeba for aviation support 
services and a regional transport logistics and services 
hub. The agricultural sector underpins secondary 
industries across the food chain including transport 
and logistics, refrigerated storage, packing and on-farm 
supplies.  

Council contributes to the Shire’s economic growth 

through effective:
• Management of infrastructure underpinning the 

local economy, especially ensuring good quality 
transport routes for agricultural products to reach 
southern and international markets. 

• Policy and planning frameworks for land use planning 
and timely assessment and approvals.

• Collaboration and advocacy for government policy 
and improved infrastructure to keep pace with a 
growing economy.

• Promotion of a business-friendly Council and 
investment-ready Shire.

Sources: ABS 3218.0, Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2016. Queensland Regional Profiles, Queensland Treasury 2019 



Mareeba Industrial Park 

The thriving Mareeba Industrial Park is the 
region’s largest agricultural services and 
logistics hub. Land is very competitively 
priced, and the Park has attracted national 
companies in packaging and logistics, making 
$20M plus investments. To keep up with 
demand, Council is continuing to invest in 
the expansion of the Park. “Every 10,000m2 

at the Mareeba Industrial Park contributes 

$5.6M to the Mareeba economy and 17 

jobs.” (Source: Cummings Economics)

With 67,459m2 of land sold since 
January 2014, this equates to 

approximately $37.5M and 114 jobs.  

Cr Alan Pedersen

Deputy Mayor

Cr Nipper Brown Cr Kevin Davies Cr Mary Graham Cr Angela Toppin Cr Lenore WyattCr Tom Gilmore

Mayor

Mareeba Airport Upgrade 

The $23 million Mareeba Airport 
Upgrade is funded by the State 
and Federal governments and is 

scheduled for completion in late 2019. 
The upgraded Mareeba Airport will 
provide an alternative to Cairns Airport 
for pilot training, maintenance and 
general aviation, resulting in catalytic 
economic benefits for the region. 

COMMUNITY

• An engaged community
• An active, safe and healthy community
• A community being prepared and resilient to 

emergencies and disasters

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

• Long Term Financial Plan that supports effective and 
sustainable financial management

• Effective and sustainable financial management
• Effective business management
• A skilled and sustainable workforce

GOVERNANCE
• Ethical, accountable and transparent decision making
• Strong focus on compliance and enterprise risk
• Effective advocacy and strategic partnerships

ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT
• Environmentally responsible and efficient waste and 

wastewater management
• A Sustainable Planning Scheme
• Support and encourage industrial and commercial 

growth and development
• Our region’s environmental assets are best managed 

while promoting economic well-being

TRANSPORT AND COUNCIL

 INFRASTRUCTURE
• Sustainable infrastructure for the future
• Safe and effective transport network
• Securing and managing water resources
• Public spaces and facilities

 www.msc.qld.gov.au 

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
COUNCIL’S



 

Your NDIS Service Provider 

Why do people choose 

FlexiChoice? 

✔ Quality Support 

✔ Encouraging Independence 

✔ Developing Life Skills 

✔ Promoting Healthy Lifestyles 

✔ Connecting to our Community 

✔ ‘THE BASE’ Activity Venue 

We deliver flexible 

creative support to suit 

the individual 

www.flexichoice.org.au       (07) 4092 2332             office@flexichoice.org.au 

Find us on Facebook 



Record presentations at the emergency 
department and infrastructure and 
service upgrades make Mareeba 
Hospital one of the most active in the 
Cairns and Hinterland region this past 
year.

Construction on the Mareeba operating 
theatre refurbishment, which started in 
August, was completed for the mid-
November launch of new endoscopy 
services.

Works included the demolition of walls 
and making space for the new service 
along with a new recovery area.  

Established construction company 
Paynters delivered the work.

The new endoscopy service fills a much 
need void in the local community.

Currently 30 per cent of referrals for 
endoscopies to Atherton Hospital are 
for patients who live closer to Mareeba 

Hospital. The new endoscopy service 
will allow the hospital to investigate 
patients with symptoms and diagnose 
gastrointestinal tract diseases such 
as cancers and abnormalities of the 
digestive tract. 

In July, Mareeba Hospital was declared 
the busiest rural emergency department 
in the Cairns and Hinterland region with 
almost 2000 presentations in June this 
year. 

One hundred per cent of category one 
patients were seen within the clinically 
recommended times in June. 

The busy period coincided with the 
Mareeba Rodeo, which traditionally 
sparks an increase number of 
presentations to the emergency 
department largely due to injuries, and 
also the huge number of visitors in the 
town.

In August this year, three new staff 

accommodation houses, costing $1.5 
million, were opened at the Mareeba 
Hospital.  

Staff accommodation has been identified 
as one of the critical aspects in the 
recruitment and retention of staff in rural 
and remote areas, so the houses will go 
a long way in helping to attract and keep 
staff at Mareeba Hospital.

Each new house has three bedrooms 
with ensuite bathrooms. Each bedroom 
is lockable, providing flexibility for both 
families or single staff. 

Cairns based WIP Construction was 
responsible for the build, and four full-
time positions were supported over the 
period the construction. The project was 
delivered on time and on budget.

A new $5 million CT scanner is also 
being purchased and installed at the 
hospital.   

224 Byrnes Street, Mareeba

sales@odonnellsonline.com.au 

www.officeproductsdepot.com.au/odonnells

• General Stationery

• Canteen & Kitchen

• Office Furniture & Accessories

• Computer Supplies & Accessories

• Presentation Equipment & Supplies

• Office Machines & Printers

• Boards Planning & Diaries

• Mailroom & Packaging

• Paper & Books

• Writing & Correction

• Files & Filing Systems

• Commercial Printing

4092 2303

STATIONERY  •  OFFICE FURNITURE  •  PRINTING

NEW SERVICES AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE AT 
MAREEBA HOSPITAL

Mareeba Hospital 
is the busiest 

rural emergency 
department in 
the Cairns and 

Hinterland region 
with almost 2000 
presentations in 

June 2019.

SANDRO SONCIN
P: 0417 843 015  

E: info@soncinelectrical.com.au

Lic No: 51413. CEC No: A5891084. RH Lic No: L038890. 
ACMA Reg No: F0510843

The local you can trust for friendly, 
professional and reliable service

DOMESTIC l COMMERCIAL l INDUSTRIAL 

 Electrical  Solar

  Telephone & Network Cabling

 Split System 

Air Conditioners 



Our services include:

Auditi ng HR systems 
 and polices

Training and one-on-one     
 Mentoring

Employment contracts,    
 handbooks and inducti ons

Policy writi ng

Pay Rate and Award advice

Staff  performance 
 reviews

Performance management   
 including warnings and      
 terminati ons

Setti  ng objecti ves 
 and targets

A TOUCH OF COUNTRY 
OUTFITTERS �  RODEO � SADDLERY 

Country clothing for men, ladies and children,  
gifts and rodeo gear all at great 

low prices everyday.

For all your country living needs
shop instore or online 

158 Byrnes Street Mareeba • 4092 2722
www.atouchofcountry.com.au

BUSINESSES 
SAY 
TOURISM 
MATTERS
While the chamber’s primary role is an 
advocate for business and industry, this 
year saw a continued focus on tourism. 

The chamber took the opportunity to 
quantify the value of tourism to the 
town through a survey of Mareeba 
businesses earlier in the year, and 
a second survey in the latter part 
targeting visitors.

The results confirmed industry made a 
valuable contribution to the economic 
prosperity of Mareeba...



EXPRESS
The

Locally owned and proudly independent 

p: 4092 3464  f: 4092 6346  e: admin@theexpressnewspaper.com.au
186 Byrnes St, Mareeba

www.theexpressnewspaper.com.au

Local News
Local Views
Local People
Every Wednesday

CLASSIFIEDS   ADVERTISING   NEWS

Your local newspaper – Distributed throughout the 
greater far northern region every Wednesday  

Three-quarters of respondents believed 
that travellers and visitors contributed 
to the profitability of their businesses, 
with nearly half of responses showing 
that visitors spent up to $249 in their 
businesses.

Respondents said the self-drive and 
recreational vehicle markets made 
up most of the tourist numbers, with 
backpackers a close third.

Despite the positive feedback, the 
majority of respondents believed more 
could be done to attract travellers. 

This ranged from more investments in 
promotional activities like billboards, 
television advertising and social media, 
to improving customer service.

A survey of 431 visitors to Mareeba was 
held in July and August 2019 to better 
understand the visitor experience, needs 
and expectations, as well as the impact 
visitors are having on the local economy. 

The project was a collaborative effort 
by the chamber, Mareeba Shire Council 
and the Mareeba Heritage Centre.

It found that the Mareeba visitors 
travelled with another adult from 
interstate or other Queensland area 
in their own campervan, caravan or 
camper trailer, with the most common 

length of stay being either 1-2 nights or 
1-2 weeks. 

Visitors staying at least one night spent 
an average of $646 per person primarily 
on food and drink, accommodation, 
mechanical and petrol, café and 
restaurants. 

Of 431 visitors surveyed, 113 or 26% 
were passing through with no overnight 
stays, and their average spend of $56 
per person was primarily on cafés and 
restaurants, food and drink, gifts and 
souvenirs, attractions and tours. 

Most of the responses had positive 
experiences (92%), with visitors very 
complimentary of the friendly community 
atmosphere, amenities, accommodation 
and attractions.

Mareeba Chamber of Commerce Joe 
Moro said the results of both surveys 
validated the chamber’s work to date 
and continued focus on tourism.

 “The chamber has acknowledged 
for some time the value of tourism, 
however, for businesses that are not 
traditionally tourism focussed, it can be 
difficult to appreciate the contribution 
visitors and travellers make to Mareeba, 
and the flow on effect of that,” Mr Moro 
said.

“We are continuing to develop tourism 
itineraries which are aimed at promoting 
Mareeba as a tourist destination, all the 
while encouraging visitors to stay a little 
longer which will hopefully boost the 
tourism dollar spend in Mareeba.”

Visitors staying at least one 
night spent an average of $646  

per person primarily on food 
and drink, accommodation, 

mechanical and petrol, café and 
restaurants 



 Genuine Expertise | Service Excellence 

| Local Knowledge

4092 3555      222 Byrnes St, Mareeba 

enquiries@millerharris.com.au

MILLERHARRIS.COM.AU

YOUR LOCAL 
LEGAL EXPERTS



BY BILL CUMMINGS

There can be little doubt now that 
Tinaroo Dam has been a success. The 
investment in the mid-1950s of £12.7m 
(in current prices about $420m), is now 
underpinning agricultural production in 
the Mareeba Dimbulah Water Supply 
Scheme (MDWSS) of about $528m a 
year (latest figures page 25).

The MDWSS has played a vital role in the 
tropical North Queensland region now 
leading cropping in northern Australia 
by a large margin and the region’s rise 
to being the third largest fruit producing 
region in Australia. 

Demand for water from Tinaroo has been 
growing at a rate of about 3% per annum 
since 1981. Tinaroo’s water is now fully 
committed at 150,000 megalitres (ML) 
(see chart – growth in deliveries of 
Tinaroo water 1981-2016).  

An expansion rate of 3% per annum 
means that about 4,500 ML additional 
water would be required each year and 
an additional 25,000 ML over the next 
five (5) years.

Clearly, unless substantial additional 
supplies come on stream in the not too 
distant future, water availability will act as 
a major retardant of growth.

WATER AVAILABILITY Fortunately, 
there is plenty of water potentially 
available. The Tropical North Queensland 
region (Peninsula Australia geographic 
region) accounts for no less than 26% 
of Australia’s water runoff.  The Mitchell 
River basin alone accounts for almost as 
much annual water runoff as the whole 

of the Murray Darling basin.  Much of 
this water runoff occurs during the wet 
season and for agricultural production, 
water storage is necessary.

The question is where.

STORAGE A wide-ranging study of 
possible water storages in the Atherton 
Tablelands/Cairns region in 2000 
identified eight (8) possible storages in 
order of potential annual yield.

Rifle Creek Dam 87,000ML, Nullinga 
Dam 76,300ML, Flaggy Creek Dam 
66,800ML, Mantaka Weir 56,600ML, Oak 
Forest Weir 56,600ML, Davies Creek 
Dam 27,400ML, Leadingham Creek Dam 
18,250ML and Collins Weir raising 3,700 
ML.

In addition, a possible scheme to divert 
floodwater from the North Johnstone 
River into Tinaroo Dam was identified 
with potential yields in the range of about 
16,000 to 30,000 ML.

More recent 
studies have 
looked further 
afield with a 
proposed dam 
on the Palmer 
River to enable 
the expansion 
and provide 
water security 
for the Lakeland 
farming area that 
has developed 
in recent years 
on the area’s rich 
volcanic soils.  

A major study 
of the Mitchell basin by the CSIRO 
identified the Pinnacles site on the 
Mitchell River as a potential suitable 
major dam site with a large potential 
yield. However, potential agricultural 
soils for cropping are downstream in 
the Wrotham Park/ Gamboola area 
and its development would require the 
establishment of a major new farming 
area over 100km west of existing farming 
areas around Dimbulah.

MAKING THE CASE Given the lead 
time to actually plan and construct new 
water storages, the need for action and 
commitment is becoming urgent.  This 
throws the spotlight onto making the 
economic and financial case for the 

necessary investment.

Two recent studies carried out in 
relation to the Lakeland and Nullinga 
projects highlight major problems with 
methodology being used to assess 
the case for this type of investment, 
especially the assessment of the 
Nullinga project.

The two projects are quite similar in 
capital costs at present dollar values and 
yields – Lakeland and Nullinga.

Capital cost in current dollars – Lakeland 
$550m and Nullinga $599m – Yields per 
annum Lakeland 70,000ML and Nullinga 
78,000ML.

Major variations in assessment 
methodology led to Lakeland being 
assessed to having a positive benefit 
cost ratio of 1.57 and Nullinga a very 
negative benefit cost ratio of 0.12.

There are other real and fundamental 
questions to ask about the Nullinga 
analysis, for example – why no attempt 
was made to portray “economic 
impacts” for a 100-year project that on 
current production per mega litre of 
water, seems likely to produce in current 
dollars, gross value of production over its 
100-year life of the order of $19 billion?

Even discounting economic benefits into 
the future, the economic value is likely 
to exceed the cost of the project many, 
many times over.

If the Nullinga capital costs were written 
off over its likely life of 100 years, if 
you recognise that governments can 
borrow at low interest rates for long-term 
infrastructure and take into account the 
economic benefits of the project, you get 
a very different picture to that portrayed 
in the State Government’s Nullinga 
analysis.

Remember the debate about de-
amalgamation. The Treasury Corporation 
produced an analysis that Mareeba 
Shire would soon be hundreds of millions 
in debt if it de-amalgamated.  Time 
has shown the analysis was grossly 
defective. 

Any analysis that effectively fails to bring 
in benefits after about 15-20 years, for 
a project that has a 100-year life, is 
defective.

WATER WATER 
EVERYWHERE
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RICO MORO      4092 4198
M: 0419 795 562   A: 128 Mason St, Mareeba 

THE EXHAUST SPECIALISTS

Mechanical repairs to 

all makes & models

Inspections & 

roadworthy certifi cates

Modifi cation 

authorisation

MORO AUTO REPAIRS

Grown & Packed by..
A. MORO & SONS
Bilwon Road, Biboohra
P: 0418 966 960  
E: moro_joe@hotmail.com

For Quality 
Assured 

Local Mangoes

MAREEBA 
MANGOES

MORO



HORTICULTURE 
CONTINUES 
STRONG GROWTH

 

Horticultural activity Farm No. Area (ha) Volume sold (T) Gross Revenue ($) 

Avocado 120 2336 24097 $172,646,152 

Banana 37 1947 52880 $97,113,600 

Basil 8 33  na $760,360 

Blueberries <5 99 1072 $42,880,000 

Citrus 124 1604 13889 $55,723,600 

Coffee 9 344 400 $3,400,000 

Custard Apples 7 25 375 $1,875,000 

Flowers 12 15 na $1,500,000 

Longans 8 100 900 $4,500,000 

Lychee 40 250 500 $6,290,000 

Macadamia <5 37.9 135 $607,500 

Mango 180 2400 23517 $58,203,156 

Melons 10 42 67 $1,203,128 

Mixed fruit 12 18 377 $1,672,000 

Mixed vegetable 41 51 1485 $2,998,200 

Papaya 15 200 10800 $19,440,000 

Passionfruit 20 40 600 $2,104,200 

Pineapples <5 150 2800 $3,360,000 

Potatoes 27 746 33604 $17,507,684 

Pumpkins 28 250 8800 $5,568,000 

Strawberries <5 1.2 36 $396,036 

Sweet Potato 7 110 3495 $3,495,000 

Table grapes 7 223 1574 $15,740,000 

Tea <5 445 1500 $6,600,000 

Ti-tree 13 140 49 $1,620,000 

Turf <5 20 8325 $406,500 

TOTAL 739 11,627 191,277 $527,610,116 

 

2019
GROSS 

VALUE OF 

PRODUCTION* 

OF TABLELANDS 

HORTICULTURE 

INDUSTRIES 

*Gross Value of Production. Value of 
production at wholesale prices realised 
in the marketplace. Values calculated 
from multiple industry, government and 
grower sources and should be recognised 
as best estimates only.

www.mareebachamber.com.au  �25

The value of the Atherton Tablelands 
agricultural sector has increased by 
45 per cent over the past four years, 
boosted by booming commodities 
including avocado, citrus and 
blueberries according to figures 
produced by the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries (DAF).

DAF has updated its Tablelands 
Agricultural Profile with 2018/2019 
horticulture industry figures, the first 
update since 2015. 

The 2019 results identify significant 
expansions in some industries 
(avocado, citrus and blueberries), 
new commodities gaining a foothold 
(table grapes) and traditional industries 
evolving with new varieties (mango and 
lychee).

“Horticulture is the Tablelands’ major 
agriculture sector, contributing $528 
million to the Tablelands economy in 
2018/2019 – an increase of 45 per 

cent since 2015,” DAF Mareeba-
based principal horticulturist Dr Geoff 
Dickinson said.

He said the significant increase was 
largely due to the expansion and 
maturing of avocado, blueberry and 
citrus plantings within the region and 
moderate to  good market prices for 
a number of other key horticulture 
industries

The avocado industry is now the most 
valuable to the Tablelands, worth $173 
million and has increased rapidly since 
2015 when it was worth $83 million. 

The Tablelands is now Australia’s largest 
avocado growing region. 

With half of the avocado trees on the 
Tablelands less than five years old 
and with many more trees yet to be 
planted, it is anticipated this industry 
will continue to show strong growth over 
years to come. 

Banana, the largest Tablelands 
horticulture industry for the past 10 
years, has remained consistently strong 
and is now the second most valuable 
industry at $97 million. 

Other notable industries are mango ($58 
million), citrus ($56 million), blueberries 
($43 million), papaya ($19 million) and 
pottoes ($18 million). 

“High-value horticulture crops such 
as avocado, banana, citrus and 
blueberries require high resource 
inputs and are also highly labour 
intensive which has brought many new 
permanent and seasonal jobs to the 
region” Dr Dickinson said.

DAF continues to support the growth 
of Tablelands’ horticulture through a 
range of research and development 
projects as well as acting as a conduit 
to promote further investment in the 
region.



LEANNE KRUSS 
Agriculture Workforce Manager for Far North Queensland and beyond.

Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN)

P: 0431 743 633  l  E: LeanneFNQAgriculture@gmail.com

Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN) is a rural jobs and skills initiative supported by the Queensland Government.

“Identifying and collaborating 
opportunities to progress 
workforce development in 
Agriculture”

Creati ng Sustainable Agricultural Workforces



GROWERS
BACKING 
THE REGION 
The annual FNQ Growers gala dinner reached new heights in 2019. A new, outdoor 
venue attracted the largest ever attendees, while the famous fruit and vegetable 
auction raised $20,000 for the Mareeba Friends of the Hospital Foundation. 

The weather may have been cool and 
crisp but the auction action was hot 
and fast when FNQ Growers hosted its 
annual gala dinner in September.

A popular event on the region’s social 
calendar, the evening allows the 
horticulture industry and supporters 
to come together to celebrate the 
achievements of its growers, among 
them nominees for the prestigious 
Charlie Nastasi Horticultural Farmer of 
the Year.

This year, Innisfail banana growers 
Frank and Dianne Sciacca, Pacific Coast 
Eco Bananas were crowned the 2019 
winners.

But once the formalities of the evening 
were completed, the entertainment really 
began – with thousands of dollars of 
fresh fruit and vegetables selling under 
the hammer to raise money for charity.

Before the crowd of excited pundits, the 
auctioneer chant of Gerard Kath, David 
Quintieri and James Howe generated 
furious bidding, which collectively raised 
an outstanding $20,000 for the Mareeba  
Friends of the Hospital Foundation.

FNQ Growers chair Joe Moro said the 
evening was a resounding success 
and has laid the platform for bigger and 
better things in years to come.

“The Mareeba Hospital is an institution 
that serves us all at some stage in our 
lives, directly and indirectly,” Mr Moro 
said.

“It’s a natural choice to benefit from the 
hard work of our committee, sponsors 
and the donors of the fresh fruit and 
vegetables that we auction every year.”

This year’s dinner shifted to new 
surroundings – an outdoor venue at the 

Mareeba Soccer Grounds.

Prompted by a need to cater for a larger 
crowd, the decision was validated with 
more than 450 horticultural producers 
and industry stakeholders and 
supporters attending to celebrate the 
industry.

“The evening was engaging and 
interactive,” Mr Moro said. “As always, 
there are areas for improvement, which 
our committee will look to implement, 
where possible, next year.

“The new initiatives we introduced this 
year including a pre-dinner drinks under 
the stars were extremely popular.” 

Mr Moro said the night’s success was 
not possible without the continued 
support of the association’s sponsors 
and dinner sponsors.



July each year brings over 14000 people to 
Kerribee Park, Mareeba for the ‘Mareeba Rodeo’. 
This rodeo has been held since 1949 and is one 
of the largest in Australia – a testament to the 
popularity of this great event and to the many 
wonderful volunteers who make the rodeo one 
of the best.

Every year the rodeo grows with more 
entertainment, more rodeo and more attendances. 
But the rodeo is only a small part of this story; the 
festivities begin two weeks prior with many of our 
local sporting clubs holding events as part of the 
Mareeba Rodeo & Festival. There is also an annual 
art show. Mareeba District Rodeo Association also 
host the Mareeba District Garden Awards, Junior 
Cowpokes, Queen Competition, Cutting, Horse 
Sports and Best Western Theme Shop and Staff 

Competition. It really is a busy time of year.

The Festival culminates in an action packed Rodeo 
held over two days. The Friday night leads the 
way with a Downtown Parade and the crowning of 

the Rodeo & Festival Queen, Princess and Miss 
Popularity.

There is always plenty to see and do at the Big 
Mareeba Rodeo – apart from sideshow alley, 
woodchops, Agricultural Show and Exhibit and many 
yummy food stalls, there is of course the action of 
the rodeo. From bull riding to bareback riding, and 
barrel racing to breakaway roping, all the events are 
included. And not just for the adults. There are junior 
events as well.

Saturday night sees a huge night of entertainment. 
A battle between Qld and NSW in the Rodeo State 
of Origin, the Team Relay and the Grand Opening. 
All this can be viewed from the new improved 
grandstand. And when all the rodeoing is done, 
there is a cabaret where you can dance the night 
away to great rocking local bands. And camping is 
available if you wish to experience all that is on offer.

So come on over on the 11th and 12th July, 2020 
for the thrills, spills and drama that make this one 
exciting weekend.

2020 Mareeba Rodeo & Festival 
FESTIVAL 27th June–12th July 2020

RODEO 11th–12th July 2020

A tropical celebration of all things country!

For a full rundown of the Mareeba Rodeo & Festival visit www.mareebarodeo.com.au

For a full rundown of the Mareeba Rodeo & Festival visit www.mareeebarodeo.com.au 

For a full rundown of the Mareeba Rodeo & Festival visit www.mareeebarodeo.com.au 
See all the action at the 

Big Mareeba Rodeo! 

There is something for all ages!

2008 43,622

2009 44,280

2010 44,728

2011 45,117

2012 45,604

2013 46,295

2014 46,754

2015 47,131

2016 47,469

2016 47,469

2017 47,578

2018 48,058

RESIDENTIAL POPULATION 

   2018 2028 2038

Mareeba Shire LGA  22,517 25,689 29,306

Tablelands LGA  25,541 27,311 29,205

Total   48,058 53,000 58,511

Non employing  1219

1 – 19 employees  813

20 or more employees 68

Total    2,104

     2016 % Change

Agriculture, forestry and fishing  2679 +18.6%

Mining     486 (-27.9%)

Manufacturing    796 (-23.0%)

Electricity, gas, water, waste   198 (-12.0%)

Construction    1398 (-10.3%)

Wholesale trade    325 (-31.4%)

Retail trade    1808 (-11.5%)

Accommodation, food services  1122 +2.7%

Transport, postal, warehousing  700 (-2.5%)

Media, telecommunications   113 (-6.6%)

Financial and insurance    206 +6.2%

Rental, hiring, real estate   227 +2.7%

Professional, scientific and technical  623 (-9.0%)

Administrative and support   545 +17.7%

Public administration and safety  1189 (-3.4%)

Education and training   1630 +9.8%

Health care, social assistance   2200 +12.4%

Arts, recreation services   251 +9.1%

Other services    656 +4.8%

Inadequately described/Not stated  781 NA

TOTAL     17,938  +0.7%

RESIDENTIAL POPULATION PROJECTIONS 

MAREEBA SHIRE BUSINESS NUMBERS 

INDUSTRY OF WORKFORCE

SOURCES: Cummings Economics from ABS Cat. No. 3218.0. and No. 8165.0. Cummings Economics from ABS National Regional Profile. 

ESTIMATED POPULATION, MAREEBA & TABLELANDS LGAs

Note:  Projected at average growth rates 2008-2018.

Stats a statistical snapshot of business, 
industry and population activity within 

the Mareeba and Tablelands area



FNQ FIELD DAYS A WINNER
Mareeba is home to northern Australia’s 
largest agricultural field days, and the 
2019 event delivered again in spades.

A crowd of 20,000 people filed through 
the gates of the three-day event, to visit 
around 600 sites and 500 exhibitors.

The event is held every two years at the 
Mareeba Rodeo Grounds, and interest 
continues to surpass expectations.

A record 80 per cent of sites were sold 
within four weeks of going live online, an 
incredible result which lay the platform 
for the biggest and best event so far.

The committee developed and delivered 
an innovative attractions program which 
featured old favourites like the John 
Deer Tractor and Garden Tractor Pull 
and vintage static tractor and engine 
display, alongside new events.

The event is becoming increasingly 
popular as a platform for other 
organisations, government departments 
to host activities. 

This year Meat and Livestock Australia, 
together with the Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, hosted 
BeefUp, a beef cattle forum where guests 
hear the latest about on-farm research 

and development and the latest insights 
and tools to grow a business in the beef 
industry. 

It was the first time BeefUp was hosted 
in Far North Queensland.

 The Queensland Emergency services 
celebrated Fatality Friday, a nationwide 
program held every year to raise road 
safety awareness, as part of their three-
day interactive display, which was 
incredibly successful.

But while the exhibitors are kept busy 
vying for business and the attractions 
keep visitors entertained, charity 
remains at the heart of the event, and 
the many volunteers who give up their 
time.

In a field days first, the organising 
committee, comprising members from 
the Atherton and Mareeba Rotary Clubs, 
donated $30,000 to local Men’s Sheds in 
Mareeba, Atherton, Kuranda, Julatten, 
Malanda, Ravenshoe and Herberton 
Men’s Sheds to launch the 2019 event.

In addition to Rotarians, the event attracts 
other volunteers who donate time and 
are paid a set fee, which the funds going 
towards their charity or community 
group like Cancer Queensland, QCWA, 

Lions Clubs and Friends of the Far North 
Queensland Hospital Foundation. 

Mareeba is one of the two main 
beneficiaries that benefit from the event 
(together with Atherton), with youth, 
health and the Bicentennial Lakes 
among the projects to receive a funding 
boost in recent years.

Funds have helped purchase a car 
for the Mareeba PCYC in support 
of Breaking the Cycle learner drive 
program, which is an initiative that helps 
teenagers without access to a family car 
or a job pay for driving lessons

The club’s long-term support of the 
Mareeba Hospital foundation projects, 
like the children’s playground, has 
continued, while the Mareeba Rotary 
has been able to contribute more than 
$15,000 to local clubs and organisations 
in support of events and projects.

This includes the annual Mayors 
Christmas appeal, local schools, youth 
exchange and many others, like the fun 
run that promotes health and fitness, an 
indigenous nurse scholarship and the 
revitalisation of the Mareeba Bicentennial 
Lakes Rotary Park in Mareeba.

26, 27, 28 MAY 2021 – MAREEBA RODEO GROUNDS

Largest Field Days in 
           Northern Australia!

www.fnqfielddays.org.au
Facebook: Rotary FNQ Field Days  E: info@fnqfielddays.org.au  



MORO AUTO REPAIRS The Exhaust Specialists

Congratulations to the Tablelands Advertiser on a half-century of great achievements.

Mareeba & Dimbulah 

Community Bank®branches

BUSINESS 
Advanced Rural 

Apels Solicitors & Notary

Baba Curry

Barron River Lawns 

Blakey's Brakes & Aircon 

Service P/L

Cairns Chamber of Commerce

Care Chiropractic Queensland

CQB Services Pty Ltd

Central Reality Mareeba 

Central Tyre Service

Claude Cater Mensland

Coffee Works

Conveyor Supplies NQ

David Anthony Solicitors

Duesburys Accountants & Advisors

Elite Executive Pty Ltd

Emerald Creek Ice-Creamery

FlexiChoice MDFSA

FNQ Filters and Parts

FNQ Insurance Brokers

Forever Wild

Fuji Xerox Business Centre Cairns

Frankly Financial

Golden Drop Winery

Gregg Construction Pty Ltd

Grubers Beckett Chartered 
Accountants

Hansen Ford & Mareeba Toyota

Howe Farming

HR Dynamics

HMBT Pty Ltd

Ida Portella Business & Travel 
Services

Jackaroo Motel

Jaques Coffee Plantation

Karma Waters Station

Kelly Wealth Services

Kuranda Koala Gardens

Miller Harris Lawyers

Mareeba Community Housing 

Company Ltd

Mareeba Community Centre Inc

Mareeba Electrical Services

Mareeba Kids Campus

Mareeba Mazda & Mitsubishi

Mareeba Tyrepower

Mareeba State High School

My Mareeba Dentist 

Millar Teitzel Accountants & 
Advisors

NEATO Employment Services

NGI Savannah Living

O'Donnells Office Products Depot

Pumping, Irrigation & Machinery 
Services

Peter Roy Photography

Priceline Pharmacy

RATCH Australia

Shane Smith Builder Pty Ltd

Skybury Coffee Pty Ltd

Smart Data Virtual Office

Soncin Electrical Pty Ltd

Springmount Waste Management 
Facility

St Stephens Catholic College

Sunwater Ltd

Tableland Canegrowers

Tableland Community Funerals

TAFE Queensland

The Gateway Hotel

Travel Experience.com

What's On & Where to Go

WGC Lawyers

Chamber 
CORPORATE PARTNERS

Chamber 
MEMBERS 



The awards went to...  
Business of the Year 
Mareeba Working Dog 
Supplies & Saddlery

Best New Business 
LWD Electrics 

Best Revitalised Business 
Mareeba Working Dog 
Supplies & Saddlery

Excellence in Retail 
Mareeba Toyota and 
Hansen Ford 
Excellence in Rural/
Agriculture 
Skybury Coffee Pty Ltd

Excellence in Tourism 
Jaques Coffee Plantation 

Excellence in Service Industry
Mulungu Aboriginal Corporation 
Primary Health Care Service

People’s Choice – Community 
Group / Event of the Year
FlexiChoice MDFSA

People’s Choice – Excellence 
in Customer Service 
Raechal Thorne, Mareeba News

Business of the Year 
Mareeba Working Dog 
Supplies & Saddlery

Best New Business 
LWD Electrics

Best Revitalised Business 
Mareeba Working Dog 
Supplies & Saddlery

Excellence in Retail 
Mareeba Toyota & Hansen Ford

Excellence in Tourism
Jaques Coffee Plantation

Excellence in Rural/Agriculture 
Skybury Coffee Pty Ltd

Excellence in Service Industry
Mulungu Aboriginal Corporation 

Primary Health Care Service
Community Group/Event of the Year 

FlexiChoice MDFSA
Excellence in Customer Service

Raechal Thorne – Mareeba News

BUSINESS 
AWARDS
The bi-annual Mareeba Chamber of 
Commerce Business Excellence Awards 
honours business achievement and 
showcases Mareeba’s finest emerging 
and established businesses. 

The event gives the community a chance 
to nominate businesses and individuals 
for an award to recognise their business 
excellence skills and customer service. 

Mareeba Chamber of Commerce 
president Joe Moro said the quality of 
nominees in 2019 was exceptional, and 
demonstrated Mareeba’s reputation as a 
leader across a range of industries.

“The awards pay homage to the business 
and individuals who go over and above in 
their chosen industries, and allow us to 
celebrate the achievements of so many 
who contribute to our great shire,” Mr 
Moro said.

"Delivering on a number of levels, 
the awards celebrate success, skills, 
innovation, customer service and 
dedication within our business community 
– all aimed at continuing to grow our 
economy. The awards also promote 
community groups that help to make 
this area one of the most liveable in the 
region." 



POPULATION
11,079 people 

call the Mareeba 
district home

LOCATION
A short 50 minute drive 
to a regional city and  
international airport

GROWTH
Grown to become the 

second largest urban centre 
in FNQ outside Cairns 

EDUCATION
Public and private primary 

and high schools, plus 
several day care centres

WEATHER
Perfect climate 

with 300 beautiful and 
sunny days a year

With 300 Sunny days a year and only 50 minutes 
from a regional city and international airport and 

seaport, Mareeba offers all the lifestyle benefits one 
could want. This locality has resulted in a diverse and 
vibrant town with extensive manufacturing, education, 

government, health, retail, tourism, agricultural and 
professional services.

     a great place to live, 
             play & do business!


