
CYNTHIA LUI MP Australian Labor Party
If re-elected, I will not relocate the offi ce to 
Mareeba but my commitment to Mareeba is 
undiminished. Cook is a vast electorate and I 
want an offi ce that is accessible to everyone. 
Cairns is a regional hub in FNQ but it is close 
enough to Mareeba that I am able to be there on 
a regular basis.

NIPPER BROWN Liberal National Party

Yes.

TANIKA PARKER Katter’s Australian Party
Yes. I come from this area, this is my home. 50% 
of people in the electorate live in the Mareeba 
area. The offi ce should never have been taken 
out of the electorate in the fi rst place.

DESMOND TALEY North Queensland First
Yes, absolutely. Mareeba is the biggest town 
within the Cook electorate and it is insulting to 
this community that Labor’s Member for Cook 
closed the electorate offi ce and relocated it 
to Cairns. If you can’t handle the travel, you 
shouldn’t be in the job. We’ve also committed to 
relocating Biosecurity Queensland’s to Mareeba.

YODIE BATZKE Independent
Absolutely. In 2019, Mareeba Express reported 
taxpayers footed the $71K relocation costs. Cost 
effective measures need to be undertaken to 
ensure relocation to Mareeba is minimal. Hence, 
as an Independent, I would push for the Offi ce 
Cook to be relocated in a shared offi ce location 
with existing Qld Government agencies ie. Qld 
Department of Transport and Main Roads located 
or Qld Department of Natural Resources Mines 
& Energy in Mareeba. Both State Government 
agencies are approximately 5 minutes from the 
main CBD and are existing State Government 
services accessed by the public.

BRETTLYN NEAL One Nation 
Given the high standards required by the current 
State Government legislation regarding electorate 
offi ces, I am in the process of locating an offi ce 
that meets those requirements in Mareeba 
to re-establish direct links with the Mareeba 
community. I will also have the seat of Cook as 
my offi ce whilst I travel between each and every 
community and not base myself in one place 
especially outside the seat itself.

As the State Member for 
Cook, will you relocate the 
main offi ce back to Mareeba 
within the Cook Electorate?

What will you do to improve the 
roads in the region, in particular 
the Mareeba to Cairns?

CYNTHIA LUI MP Australian Labor Party
The Palaszczuk government has delivered $45 million 
to upgrade the Kennedy Highway between Kuranda and 
Mareeba creating 280 jobs. I will continue to work with the 
local community to identify priorities to improve safety and 
to support job-creating economic development.

NIPPER BROWN Liberal National Party
Meet with the minister and department to ascertain what 
projects are proposed for the future. Bring all stakeholders 
together and unite behind the one chosen solution the 
Kuranda Range and then return with a delegation of the 
stakeholders to the minister. Lobby vigorously for better 
outcomes for the BDR, PDR and Ootan Road.

TANIKA PARKER Katter’s Australian Party
Build an alternate route from Mareeba (near Davies Creek 
Bridge) to Cairns (near Reservoir Road Cairns CBD), 
bypassing Kuranda. This will open up the Cape and Gulf 
to grow the region. It would cut 20 minutes off the trip from 
Mareeba to Cairns. Sealing the Ootan Road, starts a few 
km from Almaden and comes out 20km south of Mt Garnet.
Finish sealing the road to Chillagoe. Fight to upgrade the 
road from Lakeland to Almaden for road train access.

DESMOND TALEY North Queensland First 
If NQ First secures the balance of power, we’ll deliver 
our $2b Roads to Revival program, fi nanced by mining 
royalties. This includes a $500m commitment towards 
a tunnel linking Cairns with the Tablelands. Federal 
Government funding would also be sought for this 
multibillion-dollar project, driving jobs and economic growth 
after COVID-19.

YODIE BATZKE Independent 
It is a given, further funding must be secured to ensure 
major roads such as Ootan Road are accessible to 
our agricultural and livestock industry. In September 
2015 the infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resource 
Committee on the Sustainable Ports Development Bill 
2015 recommended both Cairns and Mourilyan Ports be 
reclassifi ed as 'priority ports', unfortunately the North-
East Shipping Management Plan has put an end to 
this. Mareeba and surrounding regional agriculture and 
livestock industry cannot wait for 'something' to happen 
to Cairns Port and therefore access to alternate ports via 
inland road must be considered and supported 100%. 
Access to southern ports in Victoria and South Australia via 
inland roads is the most viable option for our agricultural 
industry and it is therefore imperative Ootan Road be 
developed. As an Independent holding the balance of 
power I am committed to securing appropriate funding 
arrangements for major infrastructure projects such as 
Ootan Road and other roads currently seen as diminutive 
by the current QLD Government.

BRETTLYN NEAL One Nation
Whilst the current upgrade of the Kennedy Highway to 
Kuranda is 20 years overdue it will not change the fact that 
an alternative route sits idle, just to the north.
Upgrading Quaids Road to today’s standards will not 
disrupt current traffi c fl ows and will offer transport travelling 
north of Mareeba as an alternative.

QA
What commitment can you give to 
improve water security for the area?
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CYNTHIA LUI MP Australian Labor Party 
The Nullinga Dam proposal has been investigated 
and is not currently viable. The land has been 
reserved to preserve the option of its future use 
if a viable business case can be developed. I 
am committed to exploring other options that 
are viable. In the meantime, our government 
has invested $24 million into upgrades to water 
infrastructure on the Tablelands.

NIPPER BROWN Liberal National Party
LNP is the only party that will build Dams. We 
have committed to Nulinga and others. For our 
electorate there are two other schemes that 
I believe require further consideration, that is 
the water harvesting of the Johnstone and the 
Lakeland Irrigation Scheme. I will lobby ministers 
and departments for these.

TANIKA PARKER Katter’s Australian Party 
North Johnstone Transfer is already an approved 
project with engineering designs that was planned 
during construction of the Tinaroo Dam. At the time 
it was acknowledge the catchment would not be 
big enough to sustain increased farming and the 
North Johnstone Transfer was planned to provide 
this extra capacity. The KAP has already pushed 
the Minister to direct his Department to undertake 
hydrological studies. The KAP is fully committed to 
this project, as it is an affordable solution and will 
provide extra capacity of water for the agricultural 
industry.

DESMOND TALEY North Queensland First
If NQ First secures the balance of power, we’ll 
deliver our $1.6b Water for the North program, 
which we’ve dubbed, the Northern Bradfi eld 
Scheme. It includes construction of the Nullinga 
Dam and the Lakeland Dam. Down south, they’re 
already taking our jobs and billions in mining 
royalties – we’re saying they can’t have our water 
too.

YODIE BATZKE Independent
In the Seat of Cook both water security, storage 
and provision is imperative and a basic human 
right that is continually playing second fi ddle to 
other regions. Holding the balance of power as an 
Independent, will provide the leverage needed to 
ensure water security for the region is addressed. 
I am committed 100% in working cooperatively 
with all levels of government, in particular Local 
Government Associations with a mandate 
to provide and maintain water infrastructure 
in accordance to current planning schemes. 
Upgrade of existing aging water infrastructure 
cannot be ignored and must also be addressed 
simultaneously when discussing water security.

BRETTLYN NEAL One Nation
Nullinga Dam is the only common sense approach 
for water security to not only Mareeba but also 
Cairns. Harvesting water from the North Johnstone 
in wet years will help in the short term but it is 
merely a bandaid solution for a growing farming 
sector and a population. If the cost altitude was 
applied when Tinaroo was mooted it would not 
exist today.

Imagine how Mareeba would prosper 

with more water, safer streets, 

top-class health facilities and better 

roads. The answers to these important 

issues will be heavily infl uenced by the 

State Government Election result on 

October 31.  Know what each candidate 

is offering our electorate. Inform 

yourself before you vote, as your vote 

can be the difference. 


