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AS the Mayor of Mareeba 
Shire Council, I am proud 
to report that our ongoing 
vision is to deliver for our 
community; a growing, 
confident and sustainable 
Shire.  We are committed to 
building our local economy, 
attracting visitors to the 
Mareeba area, enhancing the 
profile and liveability of the 
Mareeba region and fostering 
pride in our community for all 
residents.  
The 2020-21 financial year 
has been an extraordinary 
year, with the COVID-19 
pandemic having a continued 
dramatic impact across the 
world and Mareeba Shire 
has not been spared.  The resilience of our community 
has been remarkable.  Our agricultural businesses have 
buffered our Shire very well because of the essential nature 
of the industry; however our tourism operators have been 
hardest hit with the cessation of international tourism.  Staff 
shortages and difficulty accessing products for building and 
repairs due to supply chain disruptions, have also had a 
significant impact on our community. 
Council staff have continued to deliver services to the 
community throughout the year, with alternative methods 
being offered to reduce the impact to residents, the click and 
collect book service our libraries implemented being one 
such example.  
The stimulus money that the State and Federal Governments 
provided were a welcome economic injection and have 
resulted in Council being able to deliver a range of additional 
capital works projects across the Shire including the 
construction of a new Animal Management Facility (pound, 
boarding kennels and animal refuge), the completion of the 
Cedric Davies Community Hub which includes new larger 
premises for the Mareeba Library, as well as the construction 
of a new water reservoir to service Chillagoe.  
A detailed review of Council's potable water schemes was 
undertaken in 2020/21 to ensure that the entire network 
could continue to deliver an effective service into the future. 
Large portions of the network, which if laid out would reach 
from Mareeba to Ingham, are over 60 years old and much of 
this will need to be replaced in the coming years. Likewise, 
the treatment plants are ageing and are going to require 
major refurbishment in the near future. Council is cognisant 
of the community's ability to pay and as such will continue 
to maintain rate increases at the lowest possible level while 
ensuring financial sustainability is maintained.
Advocating on behalf of the community is a significant 
role that this Council undertakes at every opportunity.  We 
have successfully advocated for transport connectivity and 
improved telecommunications and we are now calling for a 
collaborative state-wide approach to youth justice issues, 
legislative reform and more funding to deliver solutions to 
these issues.  
Mareeba Shire is a wonderful place to live, work and invest 
and this council aims to build a resilient economy that 
promotes and supports the Shire’s natural assets, local 
industry and encourages investment, while preserving and 
future proofing for generations to come. 
I congratulate the Mareeba Chamber of Commerce on 
another quality publication and wish the entire community 
a continued recovery from the economic, social and 
community impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Cr Angela Toppin  
Mareeba Shire Council 
MAYOR

AS the end of 2021 
draws near, I take the 
time to reflect on the 
past 12 months.
Many of us entered 
2021 thinking the health 
pandemic that forever 
changed the way we 
live and do business 
in 2020 was moving 
behind us. 
While we have left 
behind some of the 
uncertainties generated 
by the pandemic, 
COVID-19 is still very 
much a part of our lives.
In Mareeba we have 
been sheltered from government-enforced restrictions 
and lockdowns that have gripped the lives of our family, 
friends and colleagues interstate.
Yet the pandemic has left its mark on our community 
– COVID-safe check-ins, social distancing, capacity 
limits, travel restrictions and vaccinations. 
Most of our community have embraced the changes, 
buoyed with being able to continue to enjoy the 
freedoms that interstate friends and family have sadly 
not. 
Our business community has been forced to pivot, 
change the way they do business and comply with new 
rules.
Pandemic or not, the Chamber has continued to be 
active on many fronts, more conscious of its role in 
galvanising the business community and advocating 
where needed in a COVID world.
We continue to advocate the need for a safe, efficient 
and reliable transport route from Mareeba to Cairns. We 
continue to lobby for the remaining gravel sections of 
Ootann Road to be fully sealed, to deliver much needed 
improvements to this critical freight link.
Addressing youth crime, long-term water security and 
promoting tourism continue to be a heavy focus of the 
Chamber’s efforts.
The Chamber partnered with Mareeba Shire Council 
to deliver the first ever outcomes-focused Mareeba 
Taskforce, providing an opportunity for our civic, 
community, business and industry leaders to promote 
Mareeba’s economic growth and wellbeing. 
While a detailed action plan is being developed, we 
must celebrate and be proud of the small wins that have 
already been achieved in our community. 
We ended the year by recognising members of our 
business community who strive for excellence, in our 
biennial Business Excellence Awards. 
A total of 37 nominations were received for the 2021 
awards. An outstanding achievement for a regional 
business community and a wonderful honour for these 
businesses who go over and above to deliver services 
and products to our community.
On behalf of the Chamber, I wish everyone a 
prosperous 2022 and remain hopeful that we will 
continue to experience the liberties of freedom we have 
come to enjoy.
Joe Moro  
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce
PRESIDENT





Where big things happenMAREEBA
THERE’S a lot to like about Mareeba. 
Our location on the northern edge 
of the Atherton Tablelands and the 
doorstep to Cape York Peninsula 
puts us in the box seat for endless 
economic opportunities. 
We are 62km to the international 
airport in Cairns yet still boast the 
qualities of a country town. 
Mareeba is well placed as the hub 
for the region’s multi-million-dollar 
horticulture industry, the third largest 
fruit producer in Australia. 
We provide goods, services and 
labour hire to horticulture and other 
agriculture commodities including 
sugar cane and the fledgling cotton 
industry, both in Mareeba and areas 
to the west, south and north. 
We are home to 
Queensland’s most 
northern beef cattle 
selling complex which 
has experienced solid 
growth this past 12 
months on the back of 
surging cattle prices.
Our tourism industry 
continues to evolve 
and has capitalised on 
opportunities afforded 
by the health pandemic. 
Home to some of the 
most outstanding natural tourist 
attractions from ancient limestone 
caves to national parks and much 
more in between, Mareeba and 
surrounds are a magnet for the 
self-drive tourist, with plenty of 
accommodation options, eateries and 
things to see and do.
Professionally, Mareeba offers a 
range of services in the legal field, 
accountancy and human resources 
while the town’s retail sector is 
bustling with choice and variety, 

with two supermarkets and specialty 
shops.
Already a hub for a number of 
national freight carriers, Mareeba’s 
industrial area is well positioned to 
cater for the town’s continued growth.
Mareeba’s climate is the envy of 
southerners who visit in droves each 
year.
But while business and industry 
offer the foundation for economic 
opportunities, a town’s liveability is 
just as important when it comes to 
lifestyle.
Mareeba has education and sports 
well covered, the latter winter and 
summer sports and so many to 
choose from.

As far as dynamic local communities 
go, Mareeba is blessed with the best. 
The Mareeba Chamber of Commerce 
is an example of a volunteer- 
organisation that has the Mareeba 
community at heart. We have many 
volunteer groups and committees, 
filled with passionate, committed 
locals, who work hard to deliver 
fantastic events and activities. 
Our social fabric, the very thing that 
ties a community together, is worth its 
weight in gold.

With 300 sunny days a year,  
Mareeba's location on the 

northern edge of the Tablelands, 
less than an hour from Cairns 

and on the doorstep to Cape 
York, puts this dynamic town 

in the box seat for endless 
economic opportunities

WEATHER
The Best. A perfect 

climate with 300 sunny 
days a year

GROWTH
Mareeba is the second 
largest urban centre in 

FNQ outside Cairns 

EDUCATION
Public and private         

primary and high schools, 
several day care centres 
and only 50 minutes from           

universities

LOCATION
It's perfect. A short 50 
minute drive to Cairns 

and international airport

POPULATION
11,698 people 
call Mareeba 

home



SANDRO SONCIN
P: 0417 843 015  

E: info@soncinelectrical.com.au
. CEC No. A5891084. RH Lic No: L038890. 

ACMA Reg No: F0510843

The local you can trust for friendly, 
professional and reliable service

DOMESTIC l COMMERCIAL l INDUSTRIAL 

 Electrical  Solar
  Telephone & Network Cabling

 Split System 
Air Conditioners 

www.idaportella.com.au
www.comedytours.com.au 

Locally or Internationally

we are here to make your holiday dreams come trueTIME TO TRAVEL

By Appointment: 186 Byrnes St, Mareeba  • P: 0439 545 433

Contact us today
(07) 4092 8066

https://www.millarteitzel.com.au/

We provide advice on:
• Wealth creation strategies 
• Superannuation and Retirement Planning
• Managed Investments – shares, funds, bonds, term deposits
• Life Cover, Income Protection, Total and Permanent Disability 

Cover and Trauma Cover
• Pension Establishment or maintenance

Book an appointment to see our Financial Adviser, 
Mr Iain Wilkinson today!

Helping you secure 
your future

We are here to help
you get the most 

appropriate advice to 
suit your individual 

circumstances

Our office is located at 81C Byrnes Street, Mareeba
(07) 4092 8086

info@getsmart.net.au
https://gsfinancialsolutions.com.au

(07) 4092 8066
admin@millarteitzel.com.au

https://www.millarteitzel.com.au/

Enjoy real business 
and financial success
with the assistance of our 
professional and highly 
dedicated team

Servicing Local, Interstate & International Clients

• Accounting Services
• Taxation
• Succession Planning
• Business Advisory
• Audit & Assurance
• Self-managed Superannuation

Call today to book 
your appointment 
with our newest 
CPA Michael 
Hoskins



TOURISM continues to serve Mareeba 
well, despite the uncertainty surrounding 
government-enforced border restrictions 
and lockdowns.

The challenges have forced tourism 
businesses to pivot and target or increase 
their attention on new domestic markets. 

The hosting of special events like the 
Rotary FNQ Field Days in May and 
Savannah in the Round music and 
camping festival in October, thrust 
Mareeba onto the national stage as 
examples of how COVID-safe large-scale 
events can be held.

Quite often tourism is about word-of-
mouth, but in the current digital world 
organisations like Mareeba Shire Council 
are turning to the web to ensure Mareeba 
stays relevant.

The council has appointed 
Bang Media to deliver a 
three-year digital marketing 
campaign to strategically 
target travellers in the region 
and those intending to visit.
The marketing plan will be 
responsive to changing 
COVID-19 travel restrictions, 
visitor numbers and local 
tourism COVID recovery activities. 
The campaign will promote the region as 
one of the most diverse and interesting 
destinations in Australia, leveraging 
established tourism destinations like 
Mareeba, Kuranda and Chillagoe, whilst 
also increasing the visibility of other areas 
like Mt Molloy, Julatten, Mt Carbine and 
Irvinebank.  
Council digital destination marketing 

campaign is well underway. Year to 
date (mid June 2021-September 2021), 
statistics show an uptake in search 
volumes as consumer travel confidence 
begins to return.
As expected, the majority of search traffic 
is coming from southeast Queensland.
Council has also invested in social media 
marketing targeting visitors outside the 
area, and taken print advertising targeting 
the lucrative caravanning market.

Experience 
Mareeba 

IT takes a brave person to buy a 
new business in tourism in the 
midst of a health pandemic where 
the freedom of international and 
domestic travel is far from certain.
But that’s what Mike and Clare 
Bees did in June this year when 
they took over Emerald Creek 
Ice Creamery on the outskirts of 
Mareeba. 
The purchase brought to a close 
a six-year search for a tourism 
venture after the couple moved 
to Mareeba four years ago from 
England where Mike met Clare, 
originally from Cooktown.
“This business fits,” Mr Bees 
said. “One of the big attractions 
is having the business on the 
property so the opportunities for 
future expansion and increasing 
the tourism potential for this place 
is available.”
Everything is made on the property, 
from ice creams and sorbets 
to fudges and condiments, and 
the couple are hoping to infuse 
traditional family recipes into the 
product range.
Despite the continued closure 
of borders, the couple, parents 
of two daughters, have enjoyed 

a successful introduction to the 
tourism industry with a steady flow 
of local customers and intra-state 
tourists. 
“It’s been quite interesting meeting 
people that are either new to the 
area or repeat visitors, and getting 
an understanding of what people 
look for and how surprised they 
are about how much is actually up 

here,” Mrs Bees said. 

“So many people say we are only 
up here for a week because we 
genuinely didn’t think there would 
be enough to do.”

The couple are rolling out a soft 
rebranding, hope to provide more 
destination material and add their 
own personal touch to the business.

TOURISM



Established 2006 Debbie 0409 321 000

Amaroo Estate is a residential housing estate established in 2006 by a

local family passionate in creating a secure and attractive environment

focused on community, the beautification of the area and Mareeba

Shire.

Our family friendly Amaroo Estate is continuing to grow with further

stages planned for the future, located in close proximity to Amaroo

Medical, Amaroo Pharmacy, QML Pathology and is only 55 minutes to

Cairns providing convenient access to Cairns domestic & international

airports.

All Stages have proven very popular with 11 stages now completed

and sold. Our next stage, Stage 12, Karobean Drive & Wandara Court,

is anticipated to commence and be completed in 2022 ready for more

families, retirees and first home buyers to build their dream homes.

Amaroo Estate introduced the Stage 2 of Bundanoon, Bundanoon on

the Barron which is a beautiful riverfront development featuring 8

fully serviced lots with private river access just minutes from town.

Bundanoon on the Barron has only 2 beautiful lots still available,

offering underground power, sewerage, and town water, ready to

build your ultimate lifestyle.

Amaroo Estate is the Place to Live in Mareeba with proven

progression for the future.

For more information pop into the Amaroo Land Sales Centre located

at Shop 3, 2-8 Karobean Drive Mareeba or call Ryley on 0409 321 000

AMAROO ESTATE

RYLEY 0409 321 000

www.amarooestate.com.au

follow us on socials



A NEW community hub took shape 
at the former Mareeba Bowls Club 
site this year, providing a new library, 
community hall, bowls clubhouse and 
covered bowling green in a combined 
facility.
Named in honour of former Mareeba 
Mayor Cedric Davies, the Cedric Davies 
Community Hub opened on 16 August, 
after a 21 month-long construction 
period.
The three-stage construction involved 
modifications to the main building and 
construction of a new clubhouse and 
synthetic bowling green with retractable 
cover.
A new and improved bowls clubhouse 
facility was designed and constructed, 
while the existing lawn green was 
replaced with a low maintenance 
synthetic equivalent and a retractable 
cover for sun and rain protection.  
The existing main building was 
refurbished to make way for a 
community functions centre which 
can be hired for community events,  
training and recreational activities, and 
provision of space for a modern high-
tech and multi-faceted library service. 
The new library features an increased 
amount of space, more than doubling 
the existing public library area, and 
providing enhanced services to its 
patrons that could not be achieved at its 
previous location.

It caters for people of all abilities with 
full accessibility including a scooter 
recharge facility at the entrance. 
The new library also features dedicated 
areas for adult learning and university 
and high school students, and an 
assigned space for the under-fives 
to enhance their understanding of 
numeracy and literacy and encourage 
learning through play to help them get 
ready for prep school. 
There is ample off-street parking, a 
coffee station, meeting room, a room 
for patrons to read, play board games 
and relax, increased public computer 
booking capacity and wi-fi access.
Mareeba Mayor Angela Toppin said the 
design of the library was completed in 

such a way to offer a fully accessible, 
welcoming, modern service that will 
continue to contribute to improving the 
wellbeing of our community.
"There is also an area of the library 
dedicated to young people, bequeathed 
by the late Mareeba resident Laurie 
Tracona, which will feature a collection 
of youth books and library items, a 
gaming console, television and study 
area,” Cr Toppin said.
The project was made possible 
with funding under the Queensland 
Government’s Local Government 
Grants and Subsidies Program and 
Works for Queensland Program, in 
addition to the Australian Government’s 
Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure Program.

Hub strengthens community

…are completely dedicated to you. And with a Bendigo Complete
Home Loan, you’ve never been in better hands.

Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Kristie-Lee on 
0411 094 788 or search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank • Dimbulah 4093 5266 • Mareeba 4092 2099

Our home loan
specialists...

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is current as at 7 September 2020 and may be subject to change. Full details
available on application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1419239 OUT_4087405 , 12/10/2021

The new Library 
at the  

Community Hub.



284 Byrnes St, Mareeba 
4092 1659
sales@outbacksolar.net.au

WWW.OUTBACKSOLARANDOUTDOORS.COM.AU

COMMUNICATION ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORSOLAR

On Grid • Hybrid • Off Grid

SECURITY

CCTV Installation CEL FI Boost Installation 

BATTERIES FOR EVERY APPLICATION
Bruno’s Batteries is your local battery expert and supplier in Far North Queensland. 

We’ve been supplying batteries for all purposes since the founding of our business in 1958.

Now a third-generation, local family-owned business, we continue to pride ourselves on 
quality, affordable batteries and friendly customer service. 

You’ll reliably fi nd batteries you need at the best prices at Bruno’s Batteries. We stock 
general purpose batteries, batteries for cars truck, tractors, watches, mobile phones, boats, 

cameras... the list goes on. 



Mareeba Toyota 

Phone:  4092 9400 or 4092 9600

279 Byrnes Street, Mareeba

Mareeba Toyota 

Phone:  4092 9400 or 4092 9600

279 Byrnes Street, Mareeba
279 Byrnes St, Mareeba                                                  4092 9400 or 4092 9600

THE inaugural meeting of the Mareeba 
Taskforce was held in early September.
It brought together major stakeholders 
in Mareeba, representing industry, 
business, government, community, 
sport and arts and culture, to develop 
initiatives that will promote Mareeba’s 
economic growth and wellbeing.
The Chamber partnered with Mareeba 
Shire Council to establish the outcomes-
focussed taskforce which identified 
improved health services, transport 
connectivity and attracting and retaining 
a skilled workforce as key priority actions 
for the next 12 months.
Around 60 people attended the forum, 
taking part in facilitated discussion 
groups. 
Rather than reinventing the wheel, 
the taskforce considered some of the 
big issues raised in previous forums 
including growing the economy, 
COVID recovery, investment attraction, 
community safety, addressing 
disadvantage and youth justice.
Mareeba Shire Council Mayor Angela 
Toppin said facilitated discussion groups 
identified a broad number and range of 
priorities in three key areas. 

“Discussion was focussed on how 
we grow our economy, overcome 
disadvantage and create healthy active 
communities,” Cr Toppin said.
“It was pleasing to hear and see the 
ideas and priorities coming out of the 
discussion. 
“All of these align with Council’s vision 
to deliver a growing, confident and 
sustainable shire for our community.”
The forum opened with presentations 
from Mareeba Shire Council, Mareeba 
Police and an update on initiatives being 
delivered by Indigenous organisations in 
Mareeba. 
Phillip Brooks, Deputy Director-General 
of the Department of Children, Youth 
Justice and Multicultural Affairs, travelled 
from Brisbane to present an update on 
youth justice initiatives.
Following the facilitated discussion, 
participants voted on the top three high-
level priorities they believe would make a 
real difference to the community over the 
next 12 months.
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce 
President Joe Moro said the Chamber 
was pleased to partner with Mareeba 

Shire Council to grow Mareeba’s 
economy and wellbeing.
“It’s critically important that our 
community owns and drives the key 
priority actions which will contribute 
to building our local economy and 
liveability,” Mr Moro said.
“There was some great input provided at 
the forum and it’s now up to the taskforce 
to develop the three top level priority 
actions and attract state and federal 
government buy-in, where required.”
Cr Toppin said while three priority actions 
were identified for the taskforce to 
develop, stakeholders were encouraged 
to implement and progress local actions 
in their own industries and organisations, 
where possible.
The taskforce model works on the basis 
that best results are achieved when 
social services, business, industry 
and government are represented and 
involved in finding possible solutions and 
advocating to address the big issues. 

Taskforce identifies key 
priorities for economic 
growth and wellbeing

It’s critically important 
that our community 

owns and drives the key 
priority actions which 

will contribute to building 
our local economy and 

liveability

”



l ACCOUNTING & TAXATION l
 Practical advice

 Specialising in primary 
   industry and 

   small business

l BUSINESS CONSULTING SERVICES l
 Succession planning
 Business valuation
 Business coaching
 Business development 

For more information 
Call us today on 4092 1677 or email enquiries@duesburys.com.au

196 Byrnes St, Mareeba QLD 4880
www.duesburys.com.au

For more than 36 years Duesburys has provided accounting 
services to the local district 

l BOOKING SERVICES l
 BAS preparation
 MYOB training 

 Superannuation preparation
 Corporate secretarial duties

Call “The Local Advertising Ideas People” on 4092 4558Call “The Local Advertising Ideas People” on 4092 4558

WWW.NQRADIO.COM.AU
Download the FREE NQ Radio phone App for Android or iPhoneNQNQ 

RadioRadio

“ON LINE – ON AIR”
RADIO RADIO ++ YOUR NEW WEBSITE  YOUR NEW WEBSITE ++ SOCIAL MEDIA SOCIAL MEDIA 



Success through 
adversity for 
northern Australia's 
largest field days
WHEN the board of the Rotary FNQ 
Field Days met in late 2020 to decide 
whether it would be able to go ahead 
with a COVID-safe field days in May 
2021 there was no hesitation about the 
event proceeding.
The thought of the event – the largest 
field days in northern Australia – being 
cancelled at the last minute or thrust into 
lockdown at the hands of an outbreak 
was a reality but a risk that the combined 
Mareeba and Atherton Rotary Clubs 
were willing to take.
When the gates opened on 26 May at 
Kerribee Park, Mareeba, crowds flocked.
In all after the three-day event some 
15,000 people visited. The board 
donated $60,000 to each club, and a 
further $24,000 to charities supported by 
volunteer workers.
Rotary FNQ Field Days 2021 site 
coordinator Nina Grant said the success 
of the event in the current climate, where 
other similar organisations have had 
to cancel due to border closures and 
restrictions, was not lost on the board 
and volunteers.
“We started in October 2020 and there 
were some nervous moments,” Ms Grant 
said.
“COVID was a reality and our field days 
require a big investment to start so there 
was concern we may not be able to hold 
it.
“People were hungry to do something 
and exhibitors were amazed at what we 
were able to pull off.
“Our main goal was to ensure as many 
people got to attend the event but that 
they felt safe doing so.”
One of the greatest improvements to 
the event was the electronic ticketing 
system, a mandatory requirement by 
Queensland Health.
“It enabled us to get people through the 
gates much quicker,” Ms Grant said. 
“That’s always been an issue. We also 
delivered an improved ticketing service 
and can use the ticketing information to 
market the event in the future.”
A detailed COVID-19 health event plan 
was developed – right down to the 

need for sugar sachets in the teahouse 
as opposed to sugar bowls – with 
Queensland Health requiring final plans 
only six weeks out from the event, due to 
the fluid COVID environment. 

“We got amazing feedback from 
Queensland Health about the quality of 
our plan,” Ms Grant said. 

“We were one of the lucky events to be 
able to go ahead, and we understand 
that a lot of organisations like ours had 
to cancel events. Queensland Health 
was amazing.

“Our sponsors came on board and 
believed in us. We had more sponsors 
come on board for the 2021 event, than 
ever before.”

Exhibitors were required to provide 
individual COVID plans which covered 
their sites. 

All event documents were re-written 
to include COVID messaging, and 
checklists were created to provide 
evidence of how the event complied. 

Cleaning procedures were strengthened. 

While there was a significant amount of 
work behind the scenes to comply and 
an increased administrative workload, 
Ms Grant said the process allowed the 
event to streamline procedures, paving 
the way for a bigger and better field days 
in 2023.

The clubs capped off a remarkable 
event by taking out the Community 
Event/Group of the Year at the biennial 
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce 2021 
Business Excellence Awards in October.

In all, after the three-day event 
some 15,000 people visited. The 

board donated $60,000 to each 
Rotary club, and a further $24,000 

to charities supported by 
volunteer workers



St Stephen’s Catholic College
Lot 3 McIver Road

Mareeba Queensland 4880
Telephone: 07 4086 2500

Email: ssm.office@cns.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.sscc.qld.edu.au

A community of  growth with 
opportunities and options
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SAVANNAH in the Round injected more 
than $2 million into the Mareeba Shire 
economy, a government report has 
found.
The four-day music festival was held 
at Kerribee Park, Mareeba, in early 
October, with the event attracting 4,232 
unique individuals making a cumulative 
total of 11,023 through the gates over 
the festival period.
Despite lockdowns, line-up changes 
and the most challenging year in 
Australian music history, Savannah 
in the Round delivered three huge 
nights of entertainment becoming 
the biggest camping festival in 
Australia to proceed in 2021
It was the biggest event of its 
kind in Mareeba, with artists like 
Lee Kernaghan, John Butler, 
Sheppard and more, and set an 
example of how regional music 
festivals should be run. 
“The Queensland community 
really came together to support 
what has been an event that 
has surpassed everyone’s 
expectations,” said Sound 
Australia Festival Director James 
Dein. 
“What the artists and staff 
have achieved in such trying 
circumstances is nothing short of 
amazing and we have now cemented 
Savannah in the Round in the annual 
calendar.
“For many of these artists, it was one 
of the only gigs they’ve been able to 
play this year and for festival-goers, 
it was a reminder that there is light at 
the end of the tunnel and that there is 
simply nothing better than live music.”
Savannah in the Round was 
responsible for more than 11,627 visitor 
nights in the Mareeba Shire area, with 

attendees flocking into the local area 
from across Queensland.
The report prepared by independent 
research company IER for Tourism and 
Events Queensland found the event 
generated:
 direct and incremental expenditure 
of $2,619,249 attributable to the 
Mareeba Shire economy and $692,199 
attributable to the Queensland 
economy.

 11,627 visitor nights in Mareeba 
Shire. Most of these nights were 
generated by intrastate visitors 
(10,751).
In total, $2,777,942 was spent by 
overnight visitors who stayed more 
than 40km from their normal place 
of residence. The majority of this 
spending was undertaken by intrastate 
visitors ($2,643,036).
When assessing ‘community pride’, 
Savannah in the Round rates high to 
very high on all indicators. 

The highest level of agreement was 
recorded for the statements ‘Local 
residents should feel proud of 
Savannah in the Round’ (97%); and 
‘Savannah in the Round adds to the 
appeal of the Mareeba Shire’ (96%).
Savannah In the Round was also 
the first event to provide an on-site 
COVID-19 vaccination tent, with the 
facility running out of stock on Friday, 
showing the willingness of fans to roll 
up their sleeves for live music. 

“Creating a festival in the middle 
of a pandemic is no easy task, 
but vaccination is the key to 
freedom, and we’re pleased that our 
partnership with Queensland Health 
was able to help our patrons get the 
jab so that normal life can be just 
around the corner.”
Next year’s event will happen from 
September 30-October 2 on the 
Queen’s birthday long weekend, 
with a big new line up including 
international talent pending borders 
opening. 
Mr Dein said the first international 
headline touring artist for the 2022 
event would be announced on 
December 6.

“While this year we were limited 
by the circumstances, the amazing 
support from the community has meant 
that we can fast track our plans to 
be a destination festival not only for 
Australian music fans, but to those 
across the region.” 
Savannah in the Round is proudly 
supported by the Queensland 
Government and Tourism and Events 
Queensland and features on the It’s 
Live! in Queensland events calendar.
All data supplied by independent 
research company IER for Tourism and 
Events Queensland.

Festival puts Mareeba 
on the national map

IN TOTAL, 
$2,777,942 

WAS SPENT BY 
OVERNIGHT 

VISITORS 
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It all starts here...

Outside School Hours Care  

 pcyc.org.au
Building safer, healthier communities through youth development

QUEENSLAND

years
working together

Outside School Hours Care  

Book now and join in 
the fun!

PCYC Mareeba

After School Care & Vacation Care 

What

Why

Cost

When

Where

Contact

PCYC Mareeba Outside School Hours Care  
  
PCYC is an Australian Not-for-Profit organisation 
that offers After School Care & Vacation Care.  
  
Before School Care     $17.50 
Coming back 2022 if you can support the reopen 
Email through your interest to get on the wait list!  
After School Care        $21.50                                 
Vacation Care              $57.50  
(Actual cost is less with Child Care Subsidy).   
Please contact Centrelink for more information on 
CCS and eligibility.  
  
After School Care       3:00pm - 6:00pm  
Vacation Care             7.00am - 5.30pm     
  
136 Walsh Street, Mareeba, QLD, 4880  
  
  
P: 0428 864 989  
E: mareebaoshc@pcyc.org.au  
W: pcyc.org.au



HISTORY

Farming has long been the backbone of the Mareeba-Dimbulah area. 
As its pivoted with the closure of industries and diversification into 
new crops, so too has the business community. The Chamber sat 
down with former tobacco industry leader Remzi Mulla and retired 
Mareeba businessman Tito Srhoj to document their insights on the 
changes Mareeba has experienced...

REMZI Mulla served as chairman of the Tobacco Leaf 
Marketing Board from 1983 to 2017, steering the industry, 
once considered the most important crop in the region, 
through its rise, demise and eventual closure in 2004.
The industry boasted 800 growers in its heyday and was 
worth $50 million to the Mareeba-Dimbulah region, before 
numbers steadily declined to 400 farmers and 150 farms.
“Mareeba was known as the tobacco capital of Australia,” 
Mr Mulla said. “The area was vibrant, and tobacco was 
considered the main economic contributor to the region.
“Tobacco was very much a local industry, bedded in the 
community. We paid our growers from the board head office in 
Mareeba. We were in control of all aspects of the industry.” 
Mr Mulla said the industry paved the way for the development 
of infrastructure and services which continue to serve the 
region today.
He said this included Tinaroo Dam and irrigation channel 
system, engineering services, roads, prime research facilities 
and electrical transmission (three-phase) infrastructure.
“The infrastructure and services did not only service the 
tobacco industry but were instrumental in the birth of other 
industries for which the area now currently depends upon,” Mr 
Mulla said.
Tobacco had a major influence on the development of a 
number of horticulture crops that today grace the landscape 
across the Mareeba-Dimbulah region, and thanks to the 
foresight of industry leaders like Mr Mulla, the transition from 
tobacco was as seamless as possible.
“While farmers were growing tobacco we were also growing 
other crops – mangoes (1960s) and avocadoes (1980s),” Mr 
Mulla said. 
“As an industry, we could see the writing on the wall.
“The transition out of tobacco was not as severe for the district 
because we had other crops ready, but most importantly over 
my time as chair I ended up getting more than $90 million to 
compensate growers for the closure of the industry.”

TITO Srhoj, a former Mareeba businessman remembers the 
tobacco days well.
He started his career in the motor vehicle industry at 
Joe’s Car Lot before recognising a gap in the market and 
establishing Mareeba Mazda in 1973 as a sub-dealer, and full 
dealership in 1983.
“In the 1980s, Mareeba businesses relied 60-80 per cent on 
farmer sales,” Mr Srhoj said.
“As years rolled on, we noticed that a lot of our buyers were 
peanut growers, avocado growers and mango growers. When 
the tobacco industry was dying I panicked a little, but for no 
reason I discovered after." 
Mr Srhoj discovered that farmers had started diversifying, so 
by the early 2000s when tobacco ceased growing in Mareeba, 
tobacco farmers only accounted for a quarter of his sales and 
more surprisingly, his sales increased.
The establishment of the chicken factory in the early 1990s 
helped 11 farmers diversify and heralded the beginning of a 
new industry.
Mr Srhoj said agricultural diversity has been a great benefit for 
Mareeba.
“It’s changed the face of Mareeba, in the need for seasonal 
labour,” Mr Srhoj said. 
“All workers that we used to have for tobacco for two months 
of the year, we now need them for 10 months of the year and 
that’s been a good thing.”
Mr Srhoj has also watched as tourism has grown through his 
involvement with the Mareeba Heritage Museum and Visitor 
Information Centre, which weathered the storm whipped up by 
COVID-19 border closures but is today working its way back.
But with change has come challenges.
“I think one of the biggest changes is that there is no loyalty,” 
Mr Srhoj said. “We’ve lost essential services like Medicare 
and some government offices, and people are shopping in 
Cairns too. Mareeba is still a very vibrant community, but 
lacking variety when it comes to business outlets.”
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BUILDING APPROVALS 
Value of residen� al approvals 
18/19   19/20   20/21
$9,754,202  $22,333,292  $49,102,843

Value of non-residen� al approvals
18/19   19/20   20/21
$42,490,656  $13,778,494  $15,461,294

Total of building approvals 
18/19   19/20   20/21
357   327   429

    18/19   19/20      20/21 
Dwellings approved   140   122      209
Development Applica� ons  66   35      54

DEVELOPMENT APPROVALS

Home to 23,116 people, Mareeba Shire supports 9,060 jobs 
and has an annual economic output of $1.43 billion. While 
the Shire’s popula� on is growing and the economic outlook is 
posi� ve, there is more to be done and Council is commi� ed to 
working in partnership with all levels of government, business, 
industry and community agencies to improve the prosperity 
and well-being of all residents.  

Mareeba Shire is in proximity to two World Heritage Areas 
and is less than an hour's drive to Cairns Interna� onal 
Airport. Mareeba, the main popula� on centre, lies 64 km 
south-west of Cairns and has a vital role in providing goods 
and services to the Cape York Peninsula and the Gulf areas. 

A� er a consistent ten-year posi� ve progression in Gross 
Regional Product, 2020 saw our fi rst small decline in growth as 
a direct impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the good 
news is we have seen the doubling of the value of residen� al 
building approvals, which is a posi� ve sign that our Shire 
con� nues to be a place where people choose to live, work and 
invest. 

ECONOMIC SNAPSHOT

Welcoming visitors to our shire
It is encouraging to note that our visitor local spending ac� vi� es, which 
include tourists and residents of our neighbouring communi� es using the 
Mareeba Shire as a service hub, have been trending upwards and as at June 
2021, visitor spend returned to pre-COVID levels.  However, this trend isn't 
experienced evenly across the Shire and there are s� ll a number of sectors 
struggling to survive the pandemic.

Data from Spendmapp by Geografi a (2021) shows the amount spent by non-
residents and non-local businesses with merchants inside the Mareeba Shire 
Council Local Government Area.

Mareeba
Kuranda

Irvinebank

Jula� en
Mt Molloy

Mutchilba
Dimbulah

Chillagoe

MAREEBA SHIRE
AREA 53,502km2

GRP
$1.43 

BILLION

LOCAL JOBS 9,000
LOCAL BUSINESSES 2,072

EMPLOYED RESIDENTS 10,209

Sources: NIEIR 2020; ABS ERP 2020; ABS 2020.

LARGEST 
INDUSTRY
Agriculture, 
Forestry & 

Fishing
(by employment)

POPULATION
OF THE SHIRE

23,116

Mareeba Shire has been recording a consistent trend in 
popula� on growth faster than most rural areas of Australia 
and the prospects for con� nuing growth are excellent. 
Mareeba is posi� oning itself as an industrial hub in Far 
North Queensland. The newly completed expansion of the 
Mareeba Industrial Park off ers enormous future scope for 
growth to further develop Mareeba as a vital industrial hub 
in northern Australia.  The upgrade of the Mareeba Airport 
will also help fuel sustained economic growth into the 
future.

Source: Spendmapp by Geografi a (2021)

Building and Development approvals are also trending 
upwards.

GROSS REGIONAL PRODUCT Mareeba Shire 
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Supporting economic growth
Upgrades to largescale infrastructure such as the water 
treatment plant and road transport routes, along with 
government investment in industrial and commercial aviation 
parks, have created a sound foundation to support future 
growth for our Shire. Gross Regional Product experienced a 
small decline in 2020, but prior to that had a steady increase 
year on year, with the key industries of agriculture, retail, 
health, education and public administration all driving growth. 

Council contributes to the Shire’s economic 
growth through effective:
n Management of infrastructure underpinning the local        
    economy, especially ensuring good quality transport routes  
    for agricultural products to reach southern and     
    international markets.
n Policy and planning frameworks for land use planning and  
    timely assessment and approvals.
n Collaboration and advocacy for government policy       
     and improved infrastructure to keep pace with a growing  
     economy.
n Promotion of a business-friendly Council and investment- 
    ready Shire.
n Tourism promotion via our Visitor Information Centres,  
    digital destination marketing campaigns and partnerships  
    with local tourism organisations. 

MAREEBA INDUSTRIAL PARK

The Mareeba Industrial Park presents a significant opportunity 
to business and industry, with some of the most flexible land 
use in Queensland. Attributes include:
n An abundant supply of relatively inexpensive,             
    appropriately zoned land which will see over 180 ha of     
    land being progressively developed over the next thirty    
    years.
n A secure potable water supply.
n Able to accommodate all types of industrial activity.
n Centrally located with sealed all weather road access.
n Close to road transport and fuel depots.
n Underground power, water, sewerage and telephone            
    services provided to each lot.
n Business owners can invest and be secure in the          
    knowledge that there are adequate resources to support  
    future growth and expansion opportunities.
For further information, please visit www.msc.qld.gov.au/
region/mareeba-industrial-park

The Mareeba Airport Aviation Park is a unique location near a 
major international airport, yet outside controlled airspace, with 
a safe flying area and new infrastructure which provides a real 
opportunity to support global growth of the aviation industry 
and the regional economy in Northern Australia. Located 
inland away from the coast, it offers a secure development 
opportunity with limited environmental management risks and 
an ideal flying climate.
Mareeba Airport is a CASA certified public aerodrome with 
a Code 3 sealed runway, AFRU, AWIB and PAL. The facility 
supports approximately 1,000 aircraft movements a month, 
and training accounts for approximately 50% of all landings. It 
is currently home to several flight training operators, aircraft 
maintenance businesses, agricultural aviation operators and 
recreational aviators. There are strong prospects for further 
growth in demand, with many existing users proposing to 
expand their operations over the next decade, particularly in 
relation to flight training.
For further information, please visit www.msc.qld.gov.au/
region/mareeba-airport-aviation-industrial-park

MAREEBA AIRPORT AVIATION 
INDUSTRIAL PARK

OUR STRATEGIC PRIORITIES
Financial Sustainability
A Council that continuously operates in a cost-effective 
manner while managing council's assets and reserves to 
ensure a sustainable future. 

Community
An informed and engaged community which supports and 
encourages effective partnerships to enhance the liveability 
of the Shire.

Transport and Council Infrastructure
The provision of quality services and infrastructure for our 
growing community that is planned and managed using 
sound asset management principles.  

Economy and Environment
A resilient economy that promotes and support the Shire's 
natural assets and local industry and encourages investment 
while preserving and future proofing for generations to 
come. 

Governance 
Sound decision making based on effective frameworks and 
clear strategic direction to achieve regulatory compliance 
while delivering affordable levels of identified services within 
the Shire.  



- Buying or Selling of Land & Property - Commercial & Residential.
- All legal matters for business.
- Recovery of unpaid debt.
- Family Law - Before, during & after a relationship.
- Wills & Power of Attorneys - Planning your Estate.
- Administration of Deceased Estates including claims or disputes.
- Advice on Disputes, Mediation & Litigation.
- Advice involving Police matters.
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- Administration of Deceased Estates including claims or disputes.- Administration of Deceased Estates including claims or disputes.
- Advice on Disputes, Mediation & Litigation.- Advice on Disputes, Mediation & Litigation.
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Arrange for your Initial Enquiry with a Solicitor at:
138 Byrnes St, Mareeba QLD 4880 (07) 4092 2522

reception@apels.com.au

Local employment providers celebrat ing 34 years 

Freecall 1800 354 414   l  126 Byrnes St, Mareeba (Head Offi  ce)
WWW.QITE.COM

Working with the Community

Q.I.T.E Mareeba   Q.I.T.E Atherton   Q.I.T.E Innisfail   Q.I.T.E Cairns   Q.I.T.E Townsville
Outreach Services Dimbulah, Lakeland, Mossman, Tully, Ravenshoe, Ayr, Bowen

 Recruitment and Employment needs        Disability Employment Services      
Harvest Trail Services          Labour Hire

QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services 

 Recruitment and Employment needs        Disability Employment Services      

QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services 
          

QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services QT’s Early Learning Centre       Community Enterprises        Passenger Transport Services 



PUBLIC infrastructure like roads and transport routes are key to a 
region’s growth and development.
A safe, efficient and reliable transport network continues to be a 
key priority for the Chamber.
Mareeba has been fortunate to receive roads funding from both 
Federal and State Governments to maintain and improve the 
safety of key routes including Kennedy Highway, Mareeba to 
Cairns, and Mareeba to Atherton.
Notwithstanding the improvements that have been delivered, 
there remains a number of critical road and transport issues 
which could potentially impact the growth and development of the 
town and surrounding area. 
The Chamber continues to lobby for the road between Cairns and 
Mareeba to be declared a Road of National Importance. 
Extending the national highway to include the Cairns to Mareeba 
section of the Kennedy Highway including Kuranda Range Road 
would help unlock various federal funding streams.
The Chamber is concerned the lack of an efficient freight 
transport network will have detrimental effects on the growth of 
Mareeba and the Atherton Tablelands, and potentially act as a cap 
to major investment opportunities.
In parallell, the Chamber continues to push for an investigation 
into a viable, alternative transport route between Cairns and 
Mareeba. The recent temporary restrictions on the Barron River 
Bridge highlighted the deficiencieis of this key link. 
The Chamber acknowledges that an investigation and assessment 
of a project to provide alternative routes is a significant 
undertaking and comes with the need for a significant investment, 
however, continues to urge the Queensland Government to take 
the steps now.
Equally, there are critical local government-controlled roads 
where the Chamber has focussed its attention.
Among the list of local priorities is a heavy vehicle transport 
upgrade of the Mareeba Shire Council-controlled Ootann Road. 
Ootann Road measures 91.4 km with approximately 85 km 
unsealed and sub-standard in terms of width, flood immunity and 
traffic capacity. Cost estimates to seal the remaining 77km within 
Mareeba Shire are $75 million to $100 million. 
The road is part of the Inland Queensland Roads Action Plan 
(IQ-RAP), which has been recently included in Infrastructure 
Australia's 2021 Infrastructure Priority List.
Ootann Road is part of the inland road which provides a strategic 
link to southern markets for the region’s horticulture and beef 
cattle industries.
An upgrade to the road would deliver enormous benefits including 
saving between 260km and 680km per trip (intra- regional) and 
1000km (interstate)
It would support significant agricultural expansion in northern 
Australia and provide critical connection for industries, 
communities and tourists in the Inland Queensland Road Network.

ROAD TO PROSPERITY

BY LEANNE KRUSS 
QAWN Agriculture Workforce Manager

THE COVID-19 pandemic has compelled 
the world into unprecedented lockdowns and 
stay-at-home measures, in an effort to curb 
the spread. Australia’s agriculture, primary 
production and food systems including all 
agribusiness and farming input industries and 
their respective supply chains, were declared 
essential as we faced the challenges. These 
industries were not shut down. 
It has been incredible to see the north’s 
agricultural industry respond with such 
determination and resilience. The industry 
got on with the job, continuing to deliver 
world-class food. In so many ways since 
the pandemic began, agriculture has been 
the shining light of the regions and national 
economies.
The north’s economy relies heavily 
on agricultural production, with huge 
opportunities for economic growth and 
diversification continuously being pursued. 
Northern agriculture relies heavily on the 
quality of its people. It employs the highest 
proportion of the north’s workforce than any 
other industry and many agribusinesses are 
small business, employing less than twenty 
people. Demand for labour here is always 
high. 
Historically, up to 60% of casual and contract 
labour positions on farms are filled by 
overseas workers. Horticulture is particularly 
reliant on these workers. The pandemic 
shut international and domestic borders 
almost overnight. Labour flow dried up. Work 
completely disrupted.
Labour shortages have escalated a pressing 
issue for the industry. Labour shortages 
result in economic loss for farmers, whole 
communities and supply chains. 
Investigating labour issues in agriculture 
has brought industry, researchers and 
government together in a scale often not 
seen, drawing on all capabilities in identifying 
or developing models and coordinated sector 
level responses. Workforce priority shifts 
to recovery and to creating a strategic path 
forward as agribusiness begin to emerge 
from their response phase. 
The response by northern agriculture to the 
immediate crisis of worker shortage has 
been exceptional and the rest of Australia 
has looked on with anticipation. Workforce 
development must be tied with business 
strategy and continuously evaluated with an 
eye on the future of work. Strategic place-
based workforce development is preparing for 
the future workforce by shifting what, where 
and how the workforce is developed and 
bringing in personalised learning, leadership, 
experiences, and growth. 

Far north agriculture 
rises to the labour 
shortage challenge
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340 Byrnes St, Mareeba   ⅼ   Phone 4092 2677   ⅼ   relax@jackaroomotel.com
www.jackaroomotel.com

“Your perfect 
place to 

discover the 
Tablelands”

 25 Spacious Rooms

 Self Contained 2              
    Bedroom Apartment 

 Free WIFI & Foxtel

 Air Conditioned

 Guest Laundry

 Swimming Pool

 Disabled Room

 2 BBQ Areas

Quality
    

Accommodation

Reviews from millions of Tripadvisor 
travellers place this Hotel in 

the top 10% worldwide.
Tripadvisor

Travellers Choice 
2020





Property boom 
hits new high
MAREEBA real estate agent Remo 
Esposito remembers Easter Sunday 
2020 like no other.
Queensland was preparing to come out 
of its government-enforced lockdown 
following the declaration of the 
COVID-19 health pandemic earlier in the 
year.
During the lockdown, enquiries to Mr 
Esposito's Central Realty Mareeba 
office in Byrnes Street had slowed, and 
Remo and his staff had decided to work 
from home.
That was until Easter Sunday.
“I remember it vividly as my phone 
wasn’t ringing that much,” Mr Esposito 
said. 
“Easter Sunday I took a call and then 
my phone buzzed twice more. I realised 
they were two separate enquiries from 
RealEstate.com
“That was three enquiries in 10 minutes. 
Essentially that was the turning point.”
It heralded the start of an incredible 
18-month period which has turned 
the real estate market on its head, 
exceeded agents expectations – some 
saying it’s the strongest market in more 

than three decades – and is showing no 
signs of slowing down.
Mr Esposito said the health pandemic 
and resulting government-enforced 
lockdowns and restrictions has been the 
main driver of interest from interstate 
buyers in regional areas like Mareeba.
“We are seeing more people of all 
demographics buying property in 
Mareeba, both owner occupiers and 
investors” he said. 
“People haven’t been able to travel 
and the banks are providing very little 
returns, so they are looking at investing 
in property. Not to mention that Mareeba 
is such a great place to live.
“The initial mad rush of people wanting 
to get out of the southern states 
snapped up the first lot of our properties 
that were sold.
“Then we started to see a combination 
of the local buyer not wanting to 
be bought out of the market and 
now investors, both first timers and 
seasoned, are coming back in droves 
because returns are great and there are 
extremely low vacancy rates.”
Like his colleagues elsewhere, Mr 
Esposito has had to modify his practices 

as an agent, with tools like video 
inspections, zoom meetings and online 
auctions. 

The construction industry is too 
enjoying a buoyant period, boosted by 
government incentives for first home 
builders.

The total number of building approvals 
in Mareeba Shire rose from 327 in 
2019-20 to 429 in 2020-21. The value 
of residential approvals for the past 
financial year was more than $49 
million, compared with just over $22 
million in 2019-20.

When the current conditions will end is 
anyone’s guess.

“There have been points through the 
last 18 months where we’ve heard 
speculation that things would slow 
down,” Mr Esposito said.

“There’s been so much conjecture about 
how long it’s going to last, I don’t think 
anyone really knows.

“I think some people are waiting for it to 
slow down, but the market just keeps 
gaining momentum. I believe these 
great market conditions will continue for 
some time yet."

PROPERTY

AMAROO ESTATE



RICO MORO      4092 4198
M: 0419 795 562   A: 128 Mason St, Mareeba 

THE EXHAUST SPECIALISTS

Mechanical repairs to 
all makes & models

Inspections & 
roadworthy certifi cates
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FURTHER north, a detailed business case 
investigating a new dam on the upper 
reaches of the Palmer River, situated within 
the Mitchell River catchment and capable 
of supplying around 80,000 megalitres 
annually, is just past the half-way mark.
Project Director Tony Potter, from Regional 
Development Australia North which is 
running the project, said the current 
Lakeland Irrigation Area had the potential 
to expand its operations from 1400 
hectares to more than 8,000 ha with a 
suitable long term water supply.

“Water would be extracted from the new 
dam, holding around 200,000 ML and flow 
into the Normanby catchment at Lakeland,” 
Mr Potter said.
“Transfer of the water is expected to be 
by a gravity tunnel from the dam to exit 
the Great Dividing Range escarpment and 
then be distributed by pressurised pipeline 
to individual farm properties at Lakeland. 
“A referee design for the scheme is almost 
complete with the dam proposed to be a 
Roller Compacted Concrete.”
The draft business case has already 
investigated a range of transfer and 
distribution options with the objective of 
achieving an economic water pricing to 
farmers. 
“To assist this objective a significant 
amount of field work has been completed 
including geological drilling, aerial mapping, 
environmental surveys and technical 
options of all aspects.”

Remaining work includes cultural heritage 
and archaeological surveys on the now 
well-defined inundation and access areas, 
stakeholder and land tenure engagement, 
irrigator surveys for agronomy efficiency, 
construction material sources, regional 
flood assessment, dam failure risk 
assessment, pollutant load modelling and 
environmental impact assessment.
The final report is due September 2022.

NEW DAM 
MOVES  
FORWARD

WATER is a catalyst for growth. 
With agriculture booming and featuring 
heavily in Australia’s recovery from the 
health pandemic and the region enjoying a 
buoyant real estate market, long-term water 
security has never been more important for 
the region.
Much is riding on the findings of a number 
of projects which are identifying additional 
water and assessing new projects and 
proposals to support growth of agriculture in 
Mareeba Shire and nearby regions.
Sunwater is close to finishing a project on 
Mareeba Dimbulah Water Supply Scheme 
(MDWSS) to improve operating and 
distribution efficiency and reduce water 
losses across the scheme.
The Mareeba-Dimbulah Water Supply 
Scheme Efficiency Improvement Project 
is estimated to deliver more than 8,000 
megalitres of additional water for customers.
Work commenced in 2018 and expected to 
finish by mid-December 2021, weather and 
site conditions permitting.
The improvement work has taken place 
across six areas within the scheme – 
Atherton Creek, Biboohra, East Barron 4, 
North Walsh, Southedge and South Walsh. 
Work has included:
 fabrication and installation of more than 
100 automated control gates in irrigation 
channels
 replacement and installation of 
approximately 14 km of pipeline
 expansion of in-channel storages at 
various locations, and
 improvements to concrete structures 
to enable installation of the automated 
gates and monitoring of selected customer 
irrigation offtakes.

Sunwater has started a process to review 
data and prepare modelling to help 
determine the amount of water savings from 
the project.
This information will be provided to the 
Queensland Department of Regional 
Development, Manufacturing and Water for 
further evaluation and validation.
It is expected the additional water will be 
made available for customers to purchase 
in 2023.
Eastern parts of Mareeba Shire and 
Tablelands Regional Council area are 
part of a Queensland Government project 
that hopes to set a roadmap for economic 
growth in the region, where water is a 
catalyst for growth.
The $9 million project is delivering Regional 
Water Assessments in three significant 
regions in the state.
All options will be considered including 
improvements to existing infrastructure, 
new infrastructure and non-infrastructure 
solutions.
Assessments will generally begin by 
identifying all water supply options in the 
region. A shortlisting process will ultimately 
identify those options that warrant further 
investigation or investment.
The agriculture community and local 
government in the region have long lobbied 
for a three-pronged approach to securing 
long-term water security on the Tablelands, 
with calls for North Johnstone Diversion to 
be properly investigated and assessed.
Active consultation and engagement with 
local stakeholders is planned as part of the 
assessments, with the Tablelands project 
to commence early next year and be 
completed in 18 to 24 months time.

Long term water security a step closer

Plan of the 
Proposed new 

dam at Lakeland.



LEANNE KRUSS
Agriculture Workforce Manager for Far North Queensland and beyond.

Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN)
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Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN) is a rural jobs and skills initiative supported by the Queensland Government.

“Identifying and collaborating 
opportunities to progress 
workforce development in 
Agriculture”
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THE agricultural landscape of 
Mareeba continues to evolve.
Traditional horticulture crops 
like bananas, mangoes, limes, 
avocadoes and lychees are taking 
their place alongside newcomers 
like cotton. 
The beef cattle industry is enjoying 
a bumper season, with a surge 
in numbers yarded at Mareeba’s 
weekly sales and strong interest 
from southern buyers. 
Agriculture has buffered the 
region's economy through the 
health pandemic.
The dynamic of the family farm is 
changing too, with large corporates 
recognising the opportunities 
afforded by the area’s good soil, 
good climate and guaranteed 
rainfall. 
The horticulture sector contributes 
more than $530 million to the 
Tablelands economy, with expanded 
and maturing crops of avocado, 
blueberry and citrus plantings in 
recent years a contributing factor.

THE LAND

Agriculture ploughs ahead
SWEET SUCCESS
Sugar cane continues to be a major 
contributor to Mareeba’s economy, with 
MSF Sugar’s Tableland Mill producing 
some $45 million in export raw sugar sales 
revenue for the region as well as exporting 
renewable-source green power to the 
national electricity grid. 
Around 0.64 million tonnes of cane was 
expected to pass through the rollers at 
the close of crushing in mid-November, 
harvested from 6,600 hectares across 75 
farms.
Mill Manager Peter Chohan said the 
factory had performed at its usual high 
standard, once again notching industry-
best figures for reliability and ‘cut-to-crush’ 
delay.
The Thai-owned agribusiness spent 
$85 million in recent years on a green 
energy power plant, the cornerstone of 

its transition from a raw sugar company 
into a diversified sugarcane business with 
multiple bio-products. 

The flagship project transforms agricultural 
waste (primarily sugarcane bagasse) 
into 24 megawatts of baseload power, 
over two-thirds of which is sold to the 
national electricity grid and the remainder 
sustainably powering the sugar mill and 
power station.

Mr Chohan said MSF was looking to 
expand its cane supplier base.

“Having profitable growers supplying us 
with reliable cane volumes is absolutely 
key for our business,” Mr Chohan said. 

“As we continue to transform our raw 
sugar milling and exporting business 
into a more broadly based sugarcane 
industry business, we are excited to share 
opportunities for our growers to add value 
to the product they grow and we process."

BUMPER BEEF SEASON
Records have tumbled at the North 
Queensland Sale Yards weekly Prime 
and Store Cattle Sales in Mareeba this 
season.
Since 1 July 2021, all 19 sales held at 
the Mareeba Saleyards complex have 
returned more than $1 million, with nine 
of those sales grossing over $2 million at 
an average of $1017/head (compared to 
last year’s average of $935.75/head)
The largest sale processed this year to 
date was 2648 head on 21 September 
which doubled as the highest grossing 

sale ever, returning an incredible 
$2,557,104.
In terms of throughput, 2021 has been 
the biggest year since 2004, with more 
than 50,000 head selling in the Tuesday 
sales (5 sales still to go at the time of 
print). 
The highest average $/head return this 
year was on 20 July when the sale of 
1638 head averaged $1178.54 each (the 
average $/head in 1996/97 was $286)
The privately-owned facility has been 
operating on the current site since 1947, 
established by members of the northern 

grazing fraternity to give cattleman more 
control over their marketing.

The ethos of the pioneers was to 
establish a facility for all producers to 
be able to use – regardless of their 
size. Besides a small dividend paid to 
shareholders each year, all profits are 
returned to the facility in improvements 
and upgrades.

Recent bumper seasons will allow the 
board to carry out further improvements 
and upgrades, to ensure a modern, up-
to-date facility is provided for the next 
generation of producers. 

COTTON ON THE HORIZON
Cattle and cropper Warren Jonsson, 
Wombinoo, Mt Garnet, and owner of 
Jonsson’s Farmers Market in Cairns, 
never thought he would see fields of 
cotton in Far North Queensland.
Mr Jonsson heads the recently 
re-formed Far North Queensland 
Sustainable Cropping Group.
The group is the collective voice of the 
region’s cotton growers who are spread 
throughout the Atherton Tablelands, 
Ravenshoe, Mt Surprise, Georgetown 
and Mareeba.
Its primary goal is to support the 
fledgling cotton industry in the far north. 

Some 13 growers grew cotton last 
season, with that number expected to 
continue to rise along with predictions of 
an increase of plantings by up to 30 per 
cent, depending on weather conditions.
Mr Jonsson said a cotton gin in North 
Queensland would help the fledgling 
industry become more sustainable and 
address one of its biggest hurdles, 
freight costs. The nearest ginnery is in 
Emerald.
Mr Jonsson said interest in a new cotton 
industry in the region was first triggered 
with the arrival of large cotton growers 
from southern states who were impacted 
by drought and excited with the reliability 
of rainfall in the far north.

The Jonssons grew about 700 hectares 
as a trial last season, and despite a 
mixed growing season, the results were 
encouraging. “Everyone is happy and 
we are fortunate as new growers that 
the price at the moment is the highest 
it’s been for some time so the returns 
are pretty good,” Mr Jonsson said.
Cotton is shaping as an alternative to 
other traditional crops like corn and 
sorghum which are facing enormous 
challenges posed by the new pest, Fall 
Armyworm.
“Cotton is a terrific crop,” he said. “The 
thing I like about it is we have already 
forward sold something I haven’t even 
planted for three years, at a fixed price."
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24, 25, 26 MAY 2023 – MAREEBA RODEO GROUNDS
www.fnqfielddays.org.au

Facebook: Rotary FNQ Field Days  E: info@fnqfielddays.org.au  
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Largest Field Days in 
           Northern Australia!

BUSINESS is always a good 
indicator of how a local economy 
is performing, in particular, new or 
revitalised businesses. It shows 
great faith and confidence to open a 
new business at the best times, let 
alone during a health pandemic.
The number of nominations for best 
new business and best revitalised 
business in the Chamber’s 2021 
Business Excellence Awards shows 
confidence in spades.
Pet shop Fantasy Tails opened its 
doors in January this year, offering 
everything and anything to do with 
pets. The owners pride themselves 
on having a great knowledge for pets 
and strong online presence.
The Carroll Brothers, already 
established in the building game, 
opened Gulf Caught Seafood, a 
retail fish shop, complemented soon 
after with the purchase of two fishing 
trawlers to provide the freshest local 
produce direct from the boat to the 
shop.
Signature Pies, a boutique bakery 
specialising in pies, opened its 
doors in February 2020, just as 
the pandemic hit. Eighteen months 
on, the business is booming, with 

a strong local following and orders 
flowing in from a number of towns 
outside Mareeba. 
The Hungry Pug also opened its 
door just before the pandemic 
was declared. The business 
has successfully navigated the 
challenges posed by the pandemic, 
pivoting where necessary, and today 
is a thriving café which specialises in 
providing great food, excellent coffee 
and even better customer service.
And there’s no better inspiration than 
local businesswoman Katrina Kazim. 
The single mother-of-one 
established a pilates business in 
March 2021. Today she has around 
140 regular clients. Katrina has a 
strong focus on meeting the needs 
of her clients, whether it be providing 
Zoom classes, sessions at the local 
rugby league club for men’s mental 
health month or hosting classes in 
satellite towns like Dimbulah. 
The owners of the Mobil service 
station redeveloped the site, while 
businesses like Sorella Hair and 
Beauty, Mareeba Floor Covering 
Centre and Taylors Upholstery have 
revitalised their operations.

Positioning towns like Mareeba 
as an ideal area to raise a family, 
establish a business and create 
a future takes a collaborative 
approach from all levels of 
government, business, industry and 
the community.

While the Chamber serves to 
advocate and lobby the issues 
impacting the business community, 
it also works to promote Mareeba to 
the world.

Elsewhere, Mareeba Shire Council 
earlier this year moved to reduce 
the sale price of five of the originally 
developed lots at the Mareeba 
Industrial Park in a bid to attract 
investment in the region. 

The park is one of the most 
significant investments in the 
shire’s economic development 
and is currently home to a number 
of national businesses, including 
freight and transport carriers.

The vacant land was purchased in 
2003 and has been developed in 
stages, with the most recent works 
on the latest stage at the Mareeba 
Industrial Park completed in 2020.

THE FUTURE

Mareeba business shows confidence



Tennant T500 Scrubber
Shopping Centre        

Tennant T300 Scrubber
Sports Floor        

Tennant T7 Scrubber
Cleaning Concrete Floor Prior to Sealing  

RCM Sweeper 
Nth Qld Produce, Gumlu

RCM Atom Sweeper
Cleaning Trailer Unloading Area        

Brava 800 
“Great Investment, No Problems, No Dust” 

- Sam Collins, Blushing Acres, Dimbulah

Commercial & Industrial 
Cleaning Machines

SALES, SERVICE AND PARTS    Vacuum Sweepers   Scrubbers

PHONE (07) 4755 2366   WEBwww.brushandbroomsuppliesnq.com.au

®

Find us onFacebook

Mareeba Leagues Club Find us
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'Modern Tastes, heritage Surrounds'

345 Byrnes Street, Mareeba
9am - 4pmMonday - Friday

8am - 3pm Saturday & Sunday
Dine In or Takeaway - 0427 943 770

LUNCH
LUNCH SPECIALS | PIZZA

SNACKS | SALADS & MORE
11.30AM - 2.00PM DAILY

DOYLE STREET
PH:40922922

DINNER
THURSDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 5:30PM
SUNDAY - WEDNESDAY

FROM 6:00PM

Mareeba Community Centre Inc is 
a community based, non-profit 

organisation providing community services 
in the Mareeba Shire Council area. 

Helping the community with...
Self-help & Social Groups
Intensive Family Support 

Secondary Family Support
Family & Child Connect   

Emergency Relief  
No Interest Loan Scheme

39b Byrnes Street, Mareeba  
P: 4092 1948  ⅼ  E: enquiries@mccinc.org.au   

www.mccinc.org.au

We are a neighbourhood centre 
providing information, advice & 

referral services to the community



A FAMILY farming business that employs 
more than 200 people took out the top 
gong at the 2021 Mareeba Chamber of 
Commerce Business Excellence Awards.
Rock Ridge Farming is a well-established 
banana and avocado enterprise. 
From their beginnings on a 20-acre 
avocado farm in 2004, founders Peter 
and Chelley Howe and family have 
developed a successful horticulture 
enterprise which grows avocados 
across six farms and bananas on three 
properties, spread through Mareeba Shire 
and the southern Tablelands.
Rock Ridge Farming, named Excellence 
in Rural-Agriculture Award winner, was 
chosen as the Business of the Year from 
five other category award winners.
A total of 37 award nominees were 

honoured before a crowd of more than 
180 people at the celebration dinner 
held in October at The Orchids, Mareeba 
Wetlands.
They represented tourism, retail, new 
business, rural-agriculture, service 
industry, revitalized business, customer 
service and community group or event of 
the year.
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce 
president Joe Moro said the calibre 
of this year’s group of nominees was 
outstanding and all should be proud of 
their achievements and contributions to 
their respective industries.
“Like other regional and rural 
communities across Queensland, the 
Mareeba business community has faced 
the challenges posed by the COVID-19 

health pandemic,” Mr Moro said.
“Generally, our business community has 
embraced the challenge, adapted how 
they’ve done business and continued 
to offer and deliver excellent customer 
services and products to the public. 
“Being in business is not easy but 
Mareeba is fortunate to have a vibrant, 
successful business community.”
The Business Excellence Awards are held 
every two years to recognise, showcase 
and celebrate success, skills, innovation, 
customer service and dedication within 
the Mareeba community – all aimed at 
continuing to grow the local economy. 
The awards also promote the tireless 
volunteers and community organisations 
that help make this area on the most 
liveable in the region. 

Business of the Year 
Rock Ridge Farming

New Business
Signature Pies

Best Revitalised
Sorella Hair and Beauty

Highly Commended
Mareeba Garden Centre

Highly Commended
Pilates with Katrina

Community Group/ 
Event of the Year 

Rotary FNQ Field Days

Excellence in 
Customer Service

Kyren Cater; Bendigo Bank

Excellence in Retail  
Northern Suppliers

Excellence in Tourism
Ida Portella Business and 
Travel –  Comedy Tours

Excellence in Rural/
Agriculture

Rock Ridge Farming

Excellence in Service 
Industry

Black Star Radio / QRAM

BUSINESS

Celebrating business excellence in Mareeba



PHONE 4092 2877
EMAIL reception@mareebamedical.com.au
ADDRESS 2 Lloyd Street, Mareeba 
www.mareebamedical.com.au

about us Mareeba Medical Clinic is an accredited teaching practice for 
James Cook University and provides General Practitioners for training in rural communities. 
The clinic is a teaching practice for James Cook University medial students and nursing 
students as well as TAFE nursing students.
Accredited with Australian General Practice Accreditation Limited. All doctors at the Clinic 
have vocational registration and continually update their knowledge through participation in a 
Continuing Medical Education program.

reception@mareebamedical.com.au

have vocational registration and continually update their knowledge through participation in a 

OPEN
Monday & Tuesday 8am-5pm

Wednesday 8am-9pm
Thursday 8am-5pm

Friday 8am-5pm

Providing 
personalised 

healthcare 
for all 

patients

OUR DOCTORS
 Dr Grant Manypeney
 Dr Sabine Saeidnia
 Dr Nathan Walmsley
 Dr Daniel Crow

Mareeba And 
Communities Family 

Healthcare

CARING FOR
YOUR HEALTH

Improving and enhancing health 
care services for all people in 
Mareeba and the surrounding 
area is our number one goal. 

Our experienced and 
professional doctors provide 

quality, up-to-date care for 
our patients in a friendly and 

informal atmosphere



Health care service 
boost on the horizon for 
Mareeba community
IMPROVING and enhancing health care 
services for all people in Mareeba and 
the surrounding area is the number 
one goal for a recently formed not-for-
profit social enterprise.
Mareeba and Communities Family 
Healthcare consists of a group of 
Mareeba residents from diverse 
backgrounds who are working hard to 
ensure that residents within their local 
patch aren’t missing out.
Concerns about the deterioration of 
health services in Mareeba were raised 
by locals in 2017, following the loss 
of $2 million in Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) funding for 
Mareeba Hospital.
A public meeting was held at the 
time and a group of locals have since 
remained dedicated to the cause and 
rallying for improvements.
Mareeba and Communities Family 
Healthcare is already taking steps to 
better services, taking ownership of 
Mareeba Medical Clinic, located at 2 
Lloyd Street, Mareeba, in May 2021.
Board chairman Ross Cardillo said 
the Mareeba Medical Clinic was now 
owned by the community, for the 
community.
He assured the community that the 
clinic would continue to run as normal 
but with the aim of introducing more 
services to enhance the business as 
well as a health promotion foundation 
to progress overall health and 
wellbeing in the Mareeba community. 
“There has been great concern in the 
community not only for the hospital 
but the access to GPs in Mareeba,” Mr 
Cardillo said.
“From the Mareeba Hospital losing that 
vital funding four years ago came a lot 
of momentum to improve health care 
and GP services.
“We have identified that there is a 
need for more doctors in General 
Practice because of the length of time 
that patients have to wait to get an 
appointment to see a doctor.
“As a result we all came together and 
over time we’ve created Mareeba and 
Communities Family Healthcare.”
Mr Cardillo thanked Dr Grant and 
Merril Manypeney for their support 
and congratulated them on their many 
years of service.

“Doctor Manypeney remains as the 
Clinic’s principal doctor and the Board 
receives advice on a regular basis from 
him,” he said.
Mareeba and Communities Family 
Healthcare has also been successful in 
receiving funding to deliver and initiate 
projects across the region based 
on alcohol, drug and mental health 
awareness.

“Louise Livingstone has been 
instrumental in the progress of 
our endeavours to improve health 
services,” Mr Cardillo said.
“Initially a member of the Board, she 
continues to work with us on a current 
PHN (Primary Health Network) project 
in alcohol, drug and mental health 
awareness involving both Mareeba and 
Atherton health service providers.”
Ms Livingstone said the new project 
was about identifying the needs of 
locals and implementing a range of 
workforce development activities to fill 
the gap.

“The project is to work with the 
local primary health care providers 
to increase the capacity and skills 
of the Mareeba and Tablelands PHC 
workforce in relation to alcohol and 
other drugs,” she said.
“The project is funded by the Northern 
Queensland Primary Health Network 
and runs until June 2022.”

As part of the project Mareeba and 
Communities Family Healthcare 
worked with Lives Lived Well to host a 
Drug and Alcohol First Aid Community 
Workshop in November 2021.
The one-day workshop provided 
participants the knowledge and skills 
to recognise and respond to alcohol 
and drug issues and attracted people 
working (or volunteering) in primary 
health practices, community services 
sector such as Corrections, mental 
health, homelessness, or people who 
are new to the AOD (Alcohol and Other 
Drugs) sector.

"The Mareeba Medical Clinic is now owned 
by the community, for the community"

Mary Graham, board chairman Ross Cardillo, Joe Moro, Project Manager Louise Livingstone 
and Betty Dickenson with Dr Grant and Merril Manypeney as the papers are signed.

HEALTH
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• Mechanical repairs to all makes & models  • Inspections & roadworthy certificates • Modification authorisation 
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Congratulations to the Tablelands Advertiser on a half-century of great achievements.
All the best for continued success!

Mareeba & Dimbulah 
Community Bank®branches

BUSINESS MEMBERS 
4AM & 88.7 KIK FM
Abundant Life Mareeba
Advanced Rural
Amaroo Medical
Apels Solicitors & Notary
Barron River Lawns
Bendigo Bank; Mareeba & Dimbulah Community Bank
Black Star Radio
Bruno's Batteries
Cairns Chamber of Commerce
Care Chiropractic Queensland
CQB Services Pty Ltd
Central Realty Mareeba
Cape Gateway Hotel
Chillagoe Perlite
Chillagoe Creek Homestead
Claude Cater Mensland
Coffee Works
Conveyor Supplies NQ
David Anthony Solicitors
Duesbury Accountants & Advisors
Dunnrite Mareeba
Emerald Creek Ice-Creamery
FlexiChoice MDFSA
FNQ Filters and Parts
FNQ Growers
FNQ Insurance Brokers
Forever Wild
Frankly Financial
Golden Drop Winery
Gregg Constructions Pty Ltd
Grubers Beckett Chartered Accountants
Hansen Ford & Mareeba Toyota
Howe Farming
HR Dynamics
HMBT Pty Ltd
Ida Portella Business & Travel Services
Jackaroo Motel
Jaques Coffee Plantation
Karma Waters Station
Kelly Wealth Services

Kreative Knook
Kuranda Koala Gardens
Miller Harris Lawyers
Mareeba Community Housing Company Ltd
Mareeba Community Centre Inc
Mareeba Electrical Services
Mareeba Heritage Museum & Visitor Information Centre
Mareeba Kids Campus
Mareeba Leagues Club
Mareeba Mazda & Mitsubishi
Mareeba Rodeo Association
Mareeba Shire Council
Mareeba State High School
Millar Teitzel Accountants & Advisors
Moro Auto Repairs
My Mareeba Dentist
NBN Local
NEATO Employment Services
NGI Savannah Living
Northern Suppliers Pty Ltd
O'Donnells Office Product Depot
Outback Solar & Outdoors
Pumping, Irrigation & Machinery Services
Priceline Pharmacy
Q.I.T.E. Quality Innovation Training & Employment
Springmount Waste Management Facility
RATCH Australia
RTS Concreting Pty Ltd
Savannah in the Round
Shane Smith Builder Pty Ltd
Skybury Coffee Pty Ltd
Soncin Electrical
St Stephens Catholic College
Sunwater Ltd
Tableland Canegrowers
Tableland Community Funerals
TAFE Queensland
The Express Newspaper
Vocational Partnerships Group Inc
What's on Where to go
WGC Lawyers



A voice 
where it 
matters
WHILE Queensland’s focus has been 
squarely on the state’s response to and 
recovery from the COVID-19 health 
pandemic, the Mareeba Chamber has 
ensured the state’s leaders remain well 
aware of the issues affecting the Mareeba 
community.
And there are multiple including roads, 
health and youth crime.
Roads, in particular, a safe, reliable and 
efficient transport route between Mareeba 
and Cairns continue to be a priority, with the 
temporary restrictions on the Barron River 
Bridge an example of the current deficiencies 
with this key road link.
The Chamber raised other road related 
issues including the condition of the recently 
upgraded sections of the Kennedy Highway, 
between Mareeba and Kuranda, the need for 
funding to complete the seal on the council-
controlled Ootann Road, and signage.
On the tourism front, the Chamber lobbied 
the state and local governments to seal 
access roads into national parks in a bid to 
expand the tourism attractions available for 
the self-drive market. 
The Ultimate Mareeba Experience tourism 
promotion was held to coincide with the 
Savannah in the Round. It provided an 
all-expenses paid weekend for two people 
in Mareeba, visiting various attractions and 
dining out. 
The Chamber has lobbied the state to 
develop feasible, effective strategies to 
address growing youth crime issues, 
experienced in Mareeba and other regional 
and rural towns across Queensland. Health 
and the need for improved dialysis services 
at Mareeba Hospital have also been on the 
agenda. 
The Chamber has also lent support to 
various government, industry and community 
groups for grant applications including 
bushfire preparedness, roads funding and 
public infrastructure upgrades.
The Chamber partnered with Mareeba Shire 
Council to deliver the Mareeba Taskforce, 
an outcomes-focused group to promote 
Mareeba’s economic growth and wellbeing.
As the date looms for a Federal Election, 
Mareeba has been a stopover for Federal 
politicians, with the Chamber hosting several 
business luncheons to allow members to 
directly lobby those that make the decisions.
Regardless of the level of government or 
political affiliation, the Chamber remains 
focused on ensuring the voice of the 
Mareeba business community is heard 
where and when it needs to be.

THE Chamber lost a dear friend 
and colleague this year with the 
tragic passing of Sam Musumeci. 
Sam served as vice-president 
for many years, an integral part 
of the Chamber and an avid 
advocate of Mareeba and its 
surrounds for even longer.
Sam was hard working and 
passionate about the growth and 
prosperity of Mareeba. Sam was 
a successful businessman who 
also loved to see others achieve 
great things. 
But he was more than that – he 
was a devoted, loving family man, 
extremely caring and generous 
with his time. He was truly one of 
life’s greatest mentors.
He was always thinking outside 
the box and was someone that 
could be counted on. He will 
be remembered for his tireless 
work ethic, kindness and love of 
Mareeba.
Sam was a qualified surveyor, 
graduating from the Queensland 
Institute of Technology in 1987.
He worked across North 
Queensland on major projects 
including Skyrail (Kuranda), 
Burdekin Dam, the Georgetown 
to Normanton powerline and 
Red Dome Gold Mine where he 
worked on the design of the pit 
and assisted with extending the 
life of the mine.
He married Maryjane Stankovich 
in 1990, and the couple became 
proud parents to three children – 
Justin, Melena and Josh. Family 
was everything to Sam.
Wanting to be at home more, Sam 
had a career change and went 
into business with Maryjane’s 
family. In 1996, they started 
Tableland Earthmoving and Raw 
Materials Pty Ltd, which traded 
as TERM Civil Construction and 
Quarry Supplies. The business 
was built around earthmoving, 
civil contracting, quarrying, 
heavy transport, cartage and 
land development, always 
with a focus on building and 
strengthening relationships with 
key stakeholders, customers and 
suppliers. 
Sam had a passion for growing 
the Mareeba community. This 
passion and his vision led to the 
development of Sam’s family farm 
into a residential subdivision, 

Amaroo Estate, located on the 
outskirts of Mareeba. Sam’s 
goal was to create a secure and 
attractive environment focused 
on community, the beautification 
of the area and the development 
of the Mareeba Shire. With its 
12th stage commencing in 2022, 
Amaroo Estate is a growing 
community with over 290 
households now calling it home. 
Sam believed that Mareeba 
should have the best services 
and infrastructure possible and 
set about making this a reality 
through his work on numerous 
infrastructure projects and road 
upgrades carried out by the 
business across the region. The 
development and commencement 
of Amaroo Business Precinct was 
the culmination of his efforts.
Home to Amaroo Medical, 
Amaroo Medical Pharmacy and 
QML Pathology, the Amaroo 
Business Precinct was built 
to offer comfort, care and 
convenience to Amaroo residents 
and the Mareeba community. 
The continued development and 
growth of the Amaroo Business 
Precinct into the future will serve 
as one of the many legacies he 
leaves behind. 
“He was always a forward thinker, 
a planner and through a ‘process 
of continual improvement’ he 
grew the business together with 
his family,” his family said.
In 2019, they changed the 
business name to CQB 
Services, which Sam saw as 
an amalgamation of multiple 
services provided by their 
businesses including creating 
concepts to fulfill clients 
expectations, producing 
and transporting quality 
quarry materials and building 
developments to grow our 
community.
“Sam was exceptionally generous 
with his time and his spirit to his 
friends, workmates, family and 
those in the community. He was 
always there, offering assistance 
and his time to support and help 
others.”
The Chamber is forever indebted 
to Sam’s foresight and vision to 
make Mareeba great.

SAM 
MUSUMECI

– 1964 to 2021 –
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