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an abundance of opportunities to make you want to

'call this place home'. Known for its perfect climate,
living, working and playing in Mareeba gives you all the
benefits of a perfect lifestyle.
From swimming and hiking at iconic spots such as Davies
Creek and Emerald Creek Falls, to eating and drinking your
way through local produce at destinations like the Emerald
Creek Ice Creamery and Skybury Farms. Plus, just minutes
from the town centre, the Golden Drop Winery in Biboohra
is a must and on the same route is a unique experience,
the Tropical Wetlands.

Afriendly, welcoming, growing and prosperous town with

The Mareeba Heritage Museum is a must to learn about the
region’s rich history and the Visitor Information Centre can
help you get on your way to checking out all the area has

to offer.

Location, services and weather make Mareeba great.
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Only 50 minutes from a regional city, Mareeba is surrounded
by open spaces, farms, wineries, coffee plantations, wildlife,
waterfalls, hiking and biking trails, history, culture and so
much more.

The industrial area is booming and growth in the horticulture
industries continues. Our retail sector is bustling and on a
professional front, Mareeba offers all that you need in terms
of financial, legal, training and human resources needs.

The town has a variety of speciality shops, cafes and
restaurants and for fun and entertainment, Mareeba is
always a hive of activity with many and varied events on all
year round.

All this, plus so much more and combined with a strong
sense of community and its famous 300 sunny days a
year, Mareeba is without a doubt one of the best places in
Australia to live, work and play.

WITH 300 SUNNY DAYS A YEAR, MAREEBA IS ONE OF THE BEST PLACES TO LIVE...
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JROM THE PRESIDENT |

Mareeba business community

thrive in the face of a challenging
season for farmers and tourist
businesses alike.

T his year has seen our local

Following Tropical Cyclone Jasper
in December of 2023, the Shire saw
unprecedented rainfall leading to
flooding and failures in transport
infrastructure. The rain continued to
fall creating one of the wettest dry
seasons in living memory. Not only
did this challenge freight travelling
in and out of the region, but it also
hampered the plans of tourists from
near and far.

Being the resilient
community that we are,
the town has bounced
back with farms
recovering and tourists
returning in droves.

The Mareeba Chamber of Commerce

has continued working through these
trying times providing advocacy,
support and guidance to our members.
We thank our colleagues who continue
to renew their membership and
support us. With their input we have
been at the forefront of major issues in
our community, often lobbying on their
behalf and delivering to them the latest
information and resources needed to
make informed decisions.

With a State Election under our belt
the Mareeba business community is
looking forward to working with the
LNP and our local member for Cook,
Mr David Kempton over the next four
years. With our State member having
an office in Mareeba, we will have
greater access to our representative in
State Parliament, and we believe that
will lead to better results when dealing
with local issues. Some of the issues
that we look forward to working with
Mr Kempton on immediately include
youth crime in our community, and an
improved road connecting Mareeba
to Cairns.

ROM THE MAYOR

has shown incredible resilience

in the face of challenges - from
cost-of-living pressures to the impact
of Tropical Cyclone Jasper and
subsequent flooding. | am very proud
of the community and local industries
for pushing forward, and | am pleased
to present the latest economic
indicators and provide an update on
how Council continues to support the

S ince the last publication, our region

Shire. Mareeba Shire’s population
continues to grow with an increase of
335 people, bringing the total to 23,702
residents. Our population is also
diverse, with 75 cultural associations
and ethnic backgrounds represented.

The Gross Regional Product (GRP) is
a measure of the net wealth generated
by the local economy. In the year
ending June 2023, the GRP was
$1.47 billion, a modest increase of
0.5% since the previous year. The
health care and social assistance
industry and the construction industry
saw the largest increase of new
registered businesses, with 15 new
businesses each.

The largest industry
in Mareeba Shire

continues to be
Agriculture. There are
638 local businesses
in this industry,
representing 28.9% of
local businesses.

According to the latest Australian
Bureau of Statistics data, the total
value of agricultural output was $417m.
‘Other fruit’ made up 51% of this output
value, with mangoes (13.9%), bananas
(13.8%) and avocados (11.3%) making
up the largest contributions. Livestock
is the second-biggest commodity,
comprising 27.3% of agricultural
output, followed by citrus fruit at 10.3%.

Council is committed to creating
conditions to attract investment and
facilitate economic growth. From selling
lots at the Mareeba Industrial Precinct,
as well as owning and managing

the Mareeba Airport. Additionally,
Council hosts information sessions

and development opportunities for
businesses throughout the year.

Council has also continued to
support the Mareeba Local Tourism
Organisation and the Visitor

As the year winds down, we look
forward to the Christmas period. The
“Shop Local” campaign is continuing
with gift cards encouraging people to
shop locally and keep our money in
town.

The Chamber wishes you a very safe
and relaxing festive season filled
with good friends, good family, and
good times. We look forward to doing
business with you in 2025.

Joe Moro
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce

Information Centres in both Kuranda
and Mareeba. We actively host and
support events across the Shire,
creating economic opportunities for
local businesses and enhancing
community spirit. Advocating for
funding in the region is another key role
Council plays, including the ongoing
call for the urgent replacement of the
Barron River Bridge in Kuranda and the
repairs to the Kuranda Range.

| commend the business community
and the Mareeba Chamber of
Commerce for their efforts in making
Mareeba Shire a fantastic place to live,
work and play.

Cr Angela Toppin
Mareeba Shire Council



Known for its rich agricultural heritage and
stunning natural landscapes, Mareeba offers a
unique blend of rural charm and modern amenities,
making it an attractive destination for residents

and visitors alike.

HISTORY

Mareeba has a rich history that dates back
to the Indigenous peoples of the area,
particularly the Bar Barrum, Djabugay,
Kuku Djungan, Muluridji, Wakaman and
Western Yalanji peoples. The town was
established in the late 19th century,
primarily as a service centre for the
surrounding agricultural district. The arrival
of the railway in the early 1900s further
boosted its growth, facilitating the transport
of agricultural products and connecting
Mareeba to larger markets.

AGRICULTURE

Today, Mareeba is renowned as one of
Queensland’s most important agricultural
hubs. The fertile soil and favourable
climate allow for a diverse range of crops,
including coffee, tropical fruits, vegetables,
and sugar cane. The region is particularly
famous for its coffee plantations, with

the Mareeba region being one of the few
areas in Australia where coffee is grown
commercially. Local coffee growers produce
high-quality beans that are celebrated both
nationally and internationally.

Mareeba’s agricultural diversity extends
beyond coffee; the area is home to
numerous farms that produce mangoes,
avocados, and macadamia nuts. Farmers’
markets in the town provide a platform for
local producers to sell their fresh produce
directly to consumers, fostering a strong
community connection and supporting
sustainable practices.

NATURAL BEAUTY & LOCATION

Surrounded by stunning landscapes,
Mareeba is a paradise for outdoor
enthusiasts. The region boasts beautiful
parks, rivers, and mountains, offering a
plethora of recreational opportunities.

The nearby Barron Gorge National Park
features breathtaking waterfalls and hiking
trails, while the Mareeba Wetlands are a
haven for birdwatchers and nature lovers,
hosting a diverse range of wildlife.

Mareeba is also a popular base for
exploring the scenic Atherton Tablelands,
where visitors can experience stunning
views, visit waterfalls, and engage in
activities such as hiking and cycling. The
Great Dividing Range offers a backdrop
of lush mountains and valleys, making it
an ideal location for camping and outdoor
adventures.

COMMUNITY

Mareeba is characterised by its strong
sense of community and friendly
atmosphere. The town hosts numerous
events and festivals throughout the year,
celebrating local culture, agriculture, and the
arts. Events such as the Mareeba Rodeo
and Savannah in the Round, held annually,
showcase the best the region has to offer.

The local economy is diverse, with retail,
tourism, and services complementing the
agricultural sector. Mareeba has a range
of amenities, including schools, healthcare
facilities, and shopping centres, ensuring
that residents have access to essential
services. The town's community spirit is
further enhanced by various organizations
and clubs that promote social engagement
and volunteerism.

Mareeba is home to several primary and
secondary schools that provide quality
education to students in the region.
Additionally, Mareeba Hospital and various
clinics offer comprehensive healthcare
services, ensuring that residents have
access to necessary medical care.

Mareeba, Queensland, is a dynamic
town that beautifully balances its
agricultural heritage with a modern
lifestyle. With its stunning natural
landscapes, strong community ties,
and diverse economic opportunities,
Mareeba is not just a place to visit
but a place to call home. Whether
you’re drawn to the thriving coffee
industry, outdoor adventures, or the
warmth of the community, Mareeba
offers something for everyone,
making it a truly special part of Far
North Queensland.
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Mareeba presents a unique blend of opportunities and challenges,
characterised by its vibrant agricultural sector, growing tourism
industry, and strong community ties. Mareeba is a growing, confident
and sustainable town. A region of diversity with a vibrant, multicultural
population and landscapes that vary from World Heritage Rainforest and
breathtaking waterfalls to productive agricultural farms and

cattle properties.

of just over 22,000, is dispersed
across 53,457km2. Most of
the Shire’s population resides in the
Mareeba and Kuranda townships with
the remaining 6,000 people in the many
small, rural and remote communities
including Chillagoe, Almaden, Petford,
Dimbulah, Mutchilba, Koah, Speewah,
Biboohra, Mt Molloy, Julatten, Mt Carbine,
Irvinebank and Watsonville.

M areeba Shire's estimated population

One of the standout features of Mareeba
is its status as an agricultural hub. The
region is renowned for producing high-
quality crops, including coffee, tropical
fruits, and vegetables. The climate and
fertile soil create ideal conditions for
farming, and many businesses benefit
from the strong agricultural base.
Entrepreneurs looking to enter the food
production or agribusiness sectors find
ample opportunities, from farm-to-table
operations to specialty food products.

The local coffee industry, in particular,

is a significant draw. Mareeba is

home to numerous coffee plantations,
attracting visitors and coffee enthusiasts
from around the world. This not only
supports local farmers but also creates
opportunities for businesses involved in
coffee processing, roasting, and retail.
Entrepreneurs can tap into the growing
trend of sustainable and ethically sourced
products, further enhancing the region's
appeal.

Tourism is another key sector contributing
to the business landscape in Mareeba.
With its stunning natural beauty, including
waterfalls, and the picturesque national
parks, the area attracts a diverse range of
visitors. Local businesses can capitalise
on this influx of tourists by offering

accommodation, guided tours, and unique
experiences that highlight the region’s
natural and cultural attractions.

The establishment of the new Mareeba
Shire Local Tourism Organisation further
bolsters efforts to promote the shire as
a tourist destination. This organisation
aims to enhance marketing strategies,
improve visitor services, and foster
partnerships among local businesses.

For entrepreneurs, this means increased
visibility and potential collaboration
opportunities to create packages that
entice visitors to explore the area.

One of the strengths of doing business in
Mareeba is the strong sense of community
and support for local enterprises. The
Mareeba Chamber of Commerce and
various local business groups offer
resources and networking opportunities,
helping entrepreneurs connect with other
business owners and potential customers.
This collaborative environment fosters

a culture of mutual support, where
businesses often refer customers to one
another, strengthening the local economy.

Moreover, local government initiatives
aim to encourage business development
and investment. The Mareeba Shire
Council provides resources for new and
existing businesses, including grants,
funding programs, and advisory services.
These initiatives can significantly ease
the process for entrepreneurs looking to
establish or expand their operations.

Mareeba offers a dynamic environment
for businesses, particularly in agriculture
and tourism. The region's rich natural
resources, supportive community,

and commitment to promoting local
enterprises create a solid foundation for
entrepreneurs.

While challenges exist, the potential for
growth and innovation in this beautiful

part of Queensland makes it an appealing
location for those looking to start or
expand a business. With careful planning,
collaboration, and a focus on sustainability,
entrepreneurs in Mareeba Shire can thrive
and contribute to the region's vibrant
economy.



providing comprehensive health services to

its residents. Access to quality healthcare is
a cornerstone of liveability, and the Shire offers
a range of facilities and programs designed to
meet the diverse health needs of its population.

Mareeba, is known for its commitment to

At the heart of health services in Mareeba Shire
is the Mareeba Hospital, a vital facility that
provides a range of acute and community health
services. As a part of the Queensland Health
system, the hospital is equipped with emergency
services, inpatient care, surgical services,

and outpatient clinics. It plays a crucial role in
ensuring that residents have access to essential
medical care, including maternity services and
paediatric care. The hospital's dedicated staff,
including doctors, nurses, and allied health
professionals, work collaboratively to provide
patient-centred care and support.

Mareeba Hospital is a 40-bed Level 3 facility
servicing the Mareeba District with a large
Indigenous population. They provide outreach
services to the township of Dimbulah, as well as
a nearby Lotus Glen Correctional Centre. Their
case load includes emergency presentations
with trauma and acute illnesses, care of
inpatients including paediatrics and a general
practice outpatient clinic. The Mareeba Hospital
sees approximately 2,000-2,500 people per
month through their Emergency Department and
have about 500 admissions. The GP Clinic also
sees 500 patients per month.

In addition to the hospital, Mareeba Shire boasts
a variety of medical practices and clinics offering
primary healthcare services. Local general
practitioners (GPs) provide essential services,
including preventative care, chronic disease
management, immunisations, and health
screenings. Many GPs in the area have built
long-standing relationships with their patients,
fostering a sense of trust and continuity in care.
These practices are essential in managing the
overall health of the community, particularly in
addressing chronic conditions such as diabetes,
heart disease, and mental health issues.

Mental health services are also an integral

part of the healthcare landscape in Mareeba
Shire. The region offers access to mental health
professionals, including psychologists and
counsellors, who provide support for individuals
facing mental health challenges. Programs
aimed at promoting mental wellness, reducing
stigma, and providing community education are
essential components of the health services
offered. Local organizations often collaborate

with health services to provide outreach
programs, ensuring that mental health resources
are accessible to all residents.

Public health initiatives play a critical role in
maintaining community health in Mareeba

Shire. The local government, in conjunction

with Queensland Health, implements programs
focused on disease prevention, health education,
and community engagement. These initiatives
include vaccination campaigns, health promotion
activities, and lifestyle programs aimed at
encouraging physical activity and healthy eating.
Such efforts are vital in addressing public health
concerns and promoting a culture of wellness
within the community.

Moreover, Mareeba Shire recognises the
importance of allied health services in
supporting overall health outcomes. Services
such as physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
and dietetics are available to residents, often
through community health clinics. These allied
health professionals work in tandem with GPs
and other medical staff to provide holistic care,
particularly for patients recovering from surgery
or managing chronic conditions.

For those requiring specialised care, access

to larger regional centres is facilitated through
partnerships with larger hospitals in nearby
towns like Cairns. Patients in Mareeba Shire
can receive referrals to specialists and receive
treatment in a timely manner, ensuring that even
the most complex health needs are met.

Telehealth services have also become
increasingly popular, especially in rural areas
like Mareeba Shire. These services enhance
access to healthcare by allowing residents to
consult with healthcare providers remotely,
thereby overcoming geographic barriers. This
is particularly beneficial for individuals who may
have difficulty traveling to appointments due to
distance or mobility issues.

Health services in Mareeba Shire are
characterised by a commitment to accessible,
high-quality care. With a network of facilities
and providers that address the diverse needs
of the community, residents can feel confident
in their access to essential health services.
As the region continues to grow, the ongoing
development and enhancement of health
services will remain a priority, ensuring that the
health and well-being of the community are
upheld.
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GUILDING A HEALTHIER FUTURE

and Communities Family Health

Care (MCFHC) has made significant
strides in expanding its reach and
impact within the Mareeba community.
Founded in 2020 as a social enterprise
and registered charity with the
Australian Charities and Not-for-profits
Commission (ACNC), MCFHC has
aimed to drive positive social change
by enhancing health options and
outcomes.

The organisation focuses on delivering
integrated, multidisciplinary primary
care services and fostering the
education and training of future primary
care professionals.

Over the past four years, Mareeba

In 2021, MCFHC took a major step
by acquiring Mareeba Medical Clinic,
maintaining a high-quality General
Practice that continues to broaden its
service offerings.

The following year, 2022, saw

the launch of the Black Cockatoo
Foundation, dedicated to improving
mental health and wellbeing across
Mareeba. Over the past two years, the
foundation has established the Mareeba
Mental Health Champions Network
and has conducted extensive mental
health first aid training for community
members. These efforts, supported

by community donations, have raised
awareness and strengthened local

&Z» Hansen Ford

mental health support systems.

In 2024, MCFHC, in partnership with the
National Rural Health Alliance (NRHA),
secured a Department of Health and
Aged Care Innovative Models of Care
(IMOC) grant to pilot the Primary care
Rural Integrated Multidisciplinary
Health Services (PRIM-HS) model.
This innovative model focuses on
sustainable community ownership,
leadership, and collaboration with local
stakeholders to enhance preventive
health measures and build capacity
within the multidisciplinary workforce.

Over the next three years, MCFHC

will collaborate with regional health
and community services to develop a
lasting, sustainable model of primary
healthcare for the Mareeba community.

% 4092 9400 or 4092 9600
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AMAROO ESTATE

SAMAROO

FLACE TO LivE]

THE PLACE TO LIVE

A Family-Friendly Community Since 2008

Experience the allure of Amaroo Estate, Mareeba's premier residential
development located in the vibrant Eastern Corridor. Founded by a
dedicated local family, Amaroo Estate is committed fo providing a safe,
picturesque environment were community and nature flourish together.

Conveniently situated just 55 minutes from Cairns City and its International &
Domestic Airports, Amaroo Estate offers the perfect blend of accessibility
and natural beauty.

Be Part of Our Growing Community

Join the hundreds of families who already call Amaroo Estate home. With 329
lots developed and sold over the past 16 years, our community contfinues to
grow. We've recently enhanced connectivity in our estate by completing a
new footpath linking Stage 13A's Kutterbul Court and Moondani Avenue.
Over the next few years, this pathway will be extended, creating seamless
access to Amaroo Park, Amaroo Village, and future developments—allowing
residents to explore more of what Amaroo has to offer.

Our latest development, "Stage 13 B - the extension of Moondani Avenue &
Karobean Drive," features 18 fully serviced lots, is now complete. Here, you
can build the home of your dreams. Our next stage, "Stage 14 A" on
Karobean Drive & Alkira Court is set to begin consfruction in early to mid
2025. Expressions of interest are now open- don't miss out on turning your
dreams into reality.

Amaroo Village - The Heart of Our Community
Opened in 2015, Amaroo Village is the bustling center of our estate, offering
residents a range of convenient amenities in a beautifully landscaped setting
with level access and shaded seating areas. Current facilities include:

e Amaroo Medical

e Amaroo Pharmacy

e Beneath You're Beautiful Beauty Salon

e Amaroo Land Sales Office

Amaroo Village - Exciting Expansion Opportunities
Amaroo Village is set fo grow with three new buildings currently in the
design phase and expected to begin construction soon. We are currently
inviting expressions of interest from:

o Convenience-based refail businesses

o Allied health and wellness providers

o Professional service providers

This expansion is a unique opportunity for businesses to establish custom-
built premises tailored to their specific needs in our Amaroo Village.
Whether you're launching a new venture, relocating, or expanding, our team
will collaborate with you to create a space that meets your vision and help
your business flourish fo new heights.

Contact Us

For all land or business enquiries, visit our friendly Sales Office at Amaroo
Village or call Ryley on 0409 321 000. Lef's furn your dreams into reality at
Amaroo Estate.




A new era of tourism for Mareeba

Shire began this year with the official
incorporation of Mareeba Shire Tourism
(MST) and the appointment of an
operations team who will work towards,
strengthening the region’s tourism
offering and enhancing the visitor
experience.

“Supporting tourism development is

crucial to our regional economy, and the

incorporation of Mareeba Shire Tourism
marks a significant step forward,” said
Cr Lenore Wyatt, LTO Chair, Mareeba
Shire Council. “We thank the Mareeba
Chamber of Commerce who have been
auspicing the organisation for the past
18 months as we worked hard to build
a solid foundation for a local tourism
organisation for the Mareeba Shire.”

The incorporation of MST is part of

a broader effort to build a stronger,
more resilient tourism sector across
the region, positioning Mareeba as an
iconic destination for both national and
international visitors. The organisation
will provide a unified voice for the local
tourism industry, facilitating marketing
initiatives, event coordination, and the
development of new attractions and
experiences.

“We are thrilled to mark this important
milestone in Mareeba Shire Tourism’s

journey,” said Shannon Stoter, Executive

Officer, Mareeba Shire Tourism. “As an
independent entity, we now have the
ability to shape the future of tourism

in our region more directly, driving

collaboration between local businesses,

tourism industry stakeholders, and

visitors to elevate the area’s profile as a

must-visit tourist destination.
MST's priorities will include:

e Collaboration and Capacity Building
— Facilitating tourism industry

networking, strategic partnerships, and

industry training and development.

e Advocacy — Providing a collective
industry voice of tourism in the
Mareeba Shire.

e Tourism Promotion— Promoting the
visitor experiences of the Mareeba
Shire.

Key Tourism Highlights in Mareeba
Shire:

e Kuranda ‘Village in the Rainforest’
e Chillagoe Caves
e Scenic drives and Outback Adventure

e World-class local produce and
agritourism

e Indigenous cultural experiences and
historical landmarks

e Nature and Wildlife Experiences
e Heritage and History

Mareeba Shire Tourism is now fully
operational and welcomes inquiries from
businesses, local councils, and visitors
alike.

For more information, please visit
www.visitmareebashire.org or contact
Mareeba Shire Tourism at admin@
mareebashiretourism.org

About Mareeba Shire Tourism

Mareeba Shire Tourism is a newly
incorporated regional tourism body
dedicated to promoting and developing
tourism in Mareeba Shire. By fostering
collaboration among local businesses
and stakeholders, MST aims to
establish Mareeba as a sought-after
destinationknown for its natural beauty,
outdoor adventure, and vibrant culture.
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areeba came alive in 2024 with a vibrant calendar of events that
reflected the community’s rich culture, agricultural heritage,
and love for the outdoors. This year delivered a diverse array of
activities that catered to locals and visitors, fostering a strong
sense of community while showcasing the unique attributes of the region.

was the Mareeba Rodeo, an iconic

celebration of the agricultural lifestyle
that attracts competitors and spectators
from across Queensland and beyond.
This annual rodeo featured thrilling
events such as bull riding, barrel racing,
and team roping. Beyond the rodeo
competitions, attendees also enjoyed
live entertainment, food stalls featuring
local cuisine, and activities for the whole
family, making it a must-visit event for
anyone looking to experience the spirit of
the outback.

One of the hallmark events in 2024

In April, the Mareeba Market Days
kicked off, providing a platform for
local artisans, farmers, and small
businesses to showcase their goods.
Held monthly, these markets emphasize
local produce, crafts, and handmade
products, promoting sustainability

and community support. Visitors can
expect to find everything from fresh
fruits and vegetables to unique crafts,
while enjoying live music and a festive

atmosphere. This event is perfect for
those seeking to connect with local
culture and support regional businesses.

The Mareeba Heritage Centre hosted

a series of workshops and exhibitions
throughout the year, aimed at preserving
and celebrating the area’s history. In
March, the Shire held a special exhibition
showcasing the Indigenous history and
culture of the region, featuring local
artists and storytellers. This event aimed
to educate attendees about the rich
heritage of the Aboriginal peoples and
their connection to the land, fostering
respect and appreciation for the diverse
cultures that make up Mareeba Shire.

Springmount Raceway continued to
make a name for itself in the dragracing
community. The raceway welcomed
tens of thousands of people this year

to its quarter mile drag strip for monthly
racing meets along with its showcase
event, NorthernNats. Competitors

and spectators came from throughout

Australia with some making the trek
from New Zealand to compete with their
families. “2024 has seen Springmount
Raceway partner with SummerNats

to bring a taste of Australia’s premier
car festival right to our doorstep. The
new partnership with SummerNats not
only contributed to the local Mareeba
economy, but also gave locals a chance
to compete with the best in Australia”
stated Springmount Raceway General
Manager Michael Gonzales.

Springmount Raceway events promise to
evolve in 2025 with local owners of the
track choosing to lease the facility to a
newly formed not for profit organisation,
the Springmount Motoring Association.
Racing enthusiasts from throughout the
region came together to form the new
Board who will manage events at the
track in 2025. Those events will continue
to include world class drag racing, along
with driver training, family fun days and
driver skill motorkhana events.



A different kind of horsepower is found
trackside at the Mareeba Turf Club.
Rich with history, filled with fun and
excitement and poised for the future —
the Mareeba Turf Club has a proud and
long history of country thoroughbred
racing. Mareeba Turf Club has four
main race days throughout the year
and each race meet is vital to ensure
sustainability for local trainers, owners,
jockeys and horses. A 5-race program
is held at every meet. The regions best
horses, trainers and jockeys descend on
Mareeba for every race meet. There is
something for everyone at the Mareeba
races, from the serious punter to the
race day fashionista.

Celebrating multiculturalism since 1999,
the Mareeba Multicultural Festival

pays homage to more than 75 different
nationalities and cultural backgrounds
that call Mareeba home. It’s a day of
non-stop entertainment, promoting
diversity and harmony. There are
multiple weekend markets, offering arts
and crafts, home baking and the wide
range of fresh produce grown in the
area.

Coming into its fifth year, Tropical
North Queensland’s beloved country
music festival, Savannah in the Round,
continued to shine a light on the kind of
positivity and resilience that persists.
The festival’'s hometown Mareeba,

the gateway to Cape York, currently
welcomes an estimated 130,000
visitors annually. Tourism Tropical North
Queensland Chief Executive Officer
Mark Olsen said Savannah in the Round
played a key role in bringing visitors to
Tropical North Queensland during the
shoulder season. “Last year the event
generated $5.5 million in overnight
visitor expenditure and more than
23,000 visitor nights,” he said.

In 2024 Savannah in the Round
attracted locals and visitors from
across Australia, offering a multitude
of live music artist, cold drinks and
a spectacular show from the Great
Northern Bull riding Series; making
for an eventful weekend for all who
attended.

Running from the 11th to the 13th of
October the sold-out event brought
crowds from afar, the vast line-up of
performers played throughout the
weekend beginning early in the day and
partying late in to the night. Aside from
music, the Great Northern Bull riding
series showcased some of Australia’s
most skilled bull riders, with even some
local talent making an appearance on
the Saturday of the weekend.

This year's event broke records. For
the 2024 Savannah In The Round,
organisers saw an impressive 25%

increase in ticket sales from the year
before, selling a cumulative 23,000
tickets over the course of the festival.
That jump also brought 9,000 unique
visitors to the region.

In addition to these major events,
Mareeba Rotary hosted the first ever
'Merry Mareeba' Carols by Candlelight
in the main street. A move from the park
proved popular for businesses and the
community.

As the year progressed, Mareeba

also hosted various sporting events,
including fun runs and community sports
days that promote physical fitness and
well-being. These events encourage
participation from all age groups

and abilities, fostering an inclusive
atmosphere where everyone can enjoy
the benefits of an active lifestyle.

In summary, 2025 is poised to be an
exciting year for events in Mareeba,
with a rich mix of cultural, agricultural,
and recreational activities. Each event
reflects the community's values and
commitment to celebrating its unique
heritage while promoting connection
among residents and visitors. Whether
you're a local or a tourist, Mareeba
Shire offers an array of experiences that
highlight the best of this beautiful region
in Far North Queensland.
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Mareeba, is the Bicentennial Lakes
Park, a project that underscores the
region's commitment to enhancing liveability

and providing recreational spaces for
residents and visitors alike. The Bicentennial
Lakes Park represents a significant
investment in the community's infrastructure
and well-being. The projects were delivered
as part of Council’s Parks and Open Spaces
Strategy with funding support from the
Australian Government.

Among the latest developments in

The playground and pump track are now
open at the southern section of Bicentennial
Lakes in Mason Street, Mareeba. “After
undertaking community consultation, Council
is absolutely delighted to have this facility
open,” said Mareeba Shire Mayor Angela
Toppin.

The new playground features a big flying fox,
swing set, slides as well as picnic shelters,
tables, bins, a drinking fountain, bike racks
and plenty of seating. Kids of all ages are
enjoying the new pump track, featuring a
circuit full of fantastic jumps.

“The park has plenty of shade from the
established trees and shade sails have
been installed over the slides and rope
climbing section of the playground. This will
be a popular place for birthday parties and
families to enjoy year-round,” said Mayor
Toppin.

Pathways, freshly laid turf and new gardens
have also added to the atmosphere of

the family-friendly park. As part of the
revitalisation project, earthworks have been
completed to transform the stagnant lakes
into a flowing stream which will improve

the water quality. There are still a few more
tasks to complete, including the replacement
of foot bridges and further footpath renewals.

Designed to celebrate the area’s rich natural
beauty and cultural heritage, the park
features a series of interconnected lakes
surrounded by walking and cycling paths,
picnic areas, and lush gardens. The park

is not only a scenic spot but also a hub for
community activities and events, making it a
focal point for social interaction.

One of the standout features of the park
is its emphasis on sustainability. The
design incorporates native plant species
and habitats that promote local wildlife,
contributing to the ecological health of

the region. This focus on sustainability
resonates with the broader ethos of Mareeba
Shire, which values preserving its natural
environment while encouraging responsible
development.

The introduction of the Bicentennial Lakes

is particularly significant in enhancing
liveability in Mareeba Shire. Access to green
spaces is a crucial factor in determining the
quality of life for residents. Parks provide
venues for exercise, relaxation, and social
gatherings, fostering a sense of community.
With Mareeba’s growing population, the
demand for such recreational areas has
never been greater. The park not only meets
this demand but also enhances the aesthetic
appeal of the town, attracting both locals and
tourists.

Moreover, the park's location near the

town centre makes it easily accessible,
encouraging active lifestyles among
residents. Walking, jogging, and cycling
paths promote fitness, while the picnic areas
offer perfect spots for families to spend
quality time together. Such amenities are
essential in a region known for its outdoor
lifestyle, where people value connection with
nature.

The liveability of Mareeba extends beyond
recreational facilities. The region boasts

a strong sense of community, supported

by various local events and festivals

that celebrate its cultural diversity. From
agricultural shows to art exhibitions, these
events foster social cohesion and pride
among residents. The friendly atmosphere
and welcoming spirit contribute significantly
to the overall quality of life.

Furthermore, Mareeba's strategic location
serves as a gateway to the Atherton
Tablelands and the Great Barrier Reef,
making it an ideal base for exploring the
natural wonders of Far North Queensland.
This access to breathtaking landscapes and
unique experiences enhances the appeal

of living in Mareeba, attracting families,
retirees, and professionals alike.

Economic opportunities are also a
cornerstone of Mareeba'’s liveability. The
shire supports various industries, including
agriculture, tourism, and retail. The local
government actively encourages growth and
development, ensuring that job opportunities
align with the community's needs. As the
region continues to evolve, initiatives like

the Bicentennial Lakes Park demonstrate
a commitment to creating a balanced and
thriving environment for all residents.

The Bicentennial Lakes Park is more than
just a recreational area; they embody
Mareeba Shire's vision for a sustainable,
community-oriented future. By prioritising
green spaces, fostering community ties, and
supporting local economic development,
Mareeba Shire enhances its liveability,
making it a desirable place to call home. As
the community continues to grow and adapt,
the park will play a vital role in enriching the
lives of its residents for generations to come.
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HONNECTING THE REGION

River Bridge development project

represents a significant investment
in infrastructure aimed at improving
transportation and accessibility in the Far
North Queensland region. This project is not
only crucial for residents but also plays a
vital role in supporting tourism and economic
activities in the area.

The Kuranda Range Road and Barron

A part of the Kennedy Highway, the
Kuranda Range Road is a key arterial
route connecting the coastal area of
Cairns with the economic and agricultural
powerhouse of the Tablelands. The road is
heavily trafficked, serving as a gateway for
tourists, as a major freight route for fresh
produce, and for domestic traffic accessing
businesses and housing in the region.
However, the road's existing infrastructure
has faced challenges due to increasing
traffic volumes, safety concerns, and the
impacts of natural weather events. For
many years the Kuranda Range Road has
not been able to operate at its full capacity.

The LNP has committed to building a new
bridge across the Barron River within their
first term in Government. Member for Cook
David Kempton and Member for Barron
River Bree James have both expressed
their commitment to the development

of infrastructure connecting the two
electorates. The Barron River Bridge, part
of this development, is aging infrastructure
and must be repaired or replaced to
enhance the safety and efficiency of
transport across the river. The new bridge
will feature modern design elements that
can withstand extreme weather conditions,
ensuring longevity and reliability.

The development of the Kuranda Range
Road and the Barron River Bridge is
expected to yield significant economic
benefits. The bridge is part of the corridor
supporting more than a half a billion-dollar
agriculture sector. It is a major transport
route for agricultural industries in the
region. The region is home to livestock,
cotton, dairy, cane and an extensive range
of horticultural produce such as avocados,
bananas, citrus, custard apples, exotic
fruits, nuts, legumes, berries, maize,

potato, peanuts, macadamias, mango,
coffee and pineapples. Mareeba and the
Tablelands are a major food bowl, with
the gross value of agriculture worth $362
million in Mareeba plus $240 million on
the Tablelands. The bridge is critical for
growers and producers to transport to
market efficiently and at a low cost. With
trucks stuck at roadworks, those costs add
up quickly. It is even worse when much of
the stock is perishable.

President of Queensland Fruit and
Vegetable Growers, Joe Moro, warned
when the bridge was reduced to one

lane that ‘communities on the northern
Tablelands, and areas to the west and
south, deserve confidence to grow and
develop’. Instead, it is becoming a liability
for agricultural industries which cannot
plan. Growers report that increased costs
are being passed on and are seriously
concerned about the unpredictability of the
corridor.

By improving access to Kuranda and
surrounding areas, the project is poised
to boost local businesses, particularly in
tourism, hospitality, and retail. Increased
visitor numbers are anticipated, as the
enhanced road will facilitate smoother and
safer journeys, attracting both domestic
and international tourists.

Additionally, the project is expected

to create job opportunities during

the construction phase and beyond.

Local workers will be engaged in the
development, which not only provides
immediate employment but also fosters
skills development within the community.
The long-term benefits include the potential
for new businesses to establish themselves
in the area, further contributing to the local
economy.

As the Kuranda Range Road and Barron
River Bridge project progresses, it signifies
a broader commitment to investing in
regional infrastructure across Queensland.
It highlights the importance of road
networks in driving economic growth and
enhancing the quality of life for residents.
The Mareeba Chamber of Commerce

looks forward to working closely with the
new members for Cook and Barron River
to develop the Kuranda Range Road,
the Barron River Bridge and other road
networks in the region.

The successful completion of this project
will not only provide a reliable route for
locals but also strengthen the economic and
agricultural powerhouse and increase the
appeal of the area as a tourist destination,
ultimately benefiting the wider community.
With careful planning, consideration of
environmental impacts, and a focus on
safety, the Kuranda Range Road and Barron
River Bridge development is set to transform
transportation in the region, paving the way
for a prosperous future.
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Mareeba

SHIRE COUNCIL

SHIRE SNAPSHOT

Located in the beautiful, tropical north of Australia, the
Mareeba Shire is in proximity to two World Heritage
Areas, the Great Barrier Reef and Wet Tropics.

It is less than an hour's drive to Cairns, with an
International Airport, cafes, restaurants, theatres and
tropical beaches.

The Shire stretches across the base of Cape York
Peninsula and comprises rural and remote agricultural
communities, high cultural diversity, and world class
tourism destinations.

Gross Regional

Population Local Businesses Employed Residents Largest Industry
Product

Agriculture,

23,702 2,209 10,154 Forestry and

$1.47 billion

Year Ending 30/06/23
NIEIR 2023

ABS ERP 2023 ABS 2023 NIEIR 2023 Fishing
NIEIR 2023

THRIVING INDUSTRY

Council is committed to creating conditions to attract investment and facilitate economic growth and the Shire has continued
to keep pace with the Queensland average for population growth. Mareeba is the largest town outside of Cairns in Far North
Queensland, acting as a vital transport and services hub for Northern Australia, including Cape York Peninsula and Gulf of
Carpentaria areas.

The opportunities for workforce growth, innovation and diversity abound in the Shire. The Shire's Gross Regional Product was
$1.47 billion in the year ending June 2023.

In the Shire, Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing is the most productive industry, generating $716 million in 2022/23, an increase
of 6.4% since the previous year. The industry had the largest number of total registered businesses in Mareeba Shire,
comprising 28.9% of all total registered businesses, compared to 8.4% in Queensland. The industry is also the Shire's largest
employer, generating 1,473 jobs in 2022/23. The diversity of the Shire which has access to reliable water, enables a wide range
of high-quality produce to be farmed year-round.

|
)

[l Mareeba shire Gross Regional Product
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Year ending June

Source: NIEIR 2024 Compiled and presented in economy.id Image credit: Tourism Tropical North Queensland

The Mareeba Shire is a terrific place for the whole family to live, work, and play. There are 14 schools in the Shire, along with
13 regulated early childhood education and care services, and two universities located just one hour away in Cairns. The Shire
is well served by an extensive network of beautiful parks and recreation areas. Many projects have benefited from the Parks
and Open Spaces program, including upgrades to Southern Bicentennial Lakes in Mareeba, Anzac Park in Kuranda, half
basketball court in Chillagoe and new pump track in Dimbulah.

Median Weekly Median Monthly Mortage Building Approvals Development Approvals

RENT REPAYMENTS

Mareeba $285 Mareeba $1,495 Value of residential approvals $44,574,476  Dwellings approved 131
Queensland ~ $365 Queensland $1,733 Value of non-residential approvals $11,924,851  planning development applications 54
Australia $375 Australia $1,863 Total building approvals 329

A strong sign of confidence is gauged by the value of building approvals within the Shire and in 2023/24 the total value of both
residential and non-residential approvals reached over $56.5 million.




SUPPORTING ECONOMIC GROWTH

Council contributes to the Shire's economic growth through effective:

e Management of infrastructure underpinning the local economy, focusing on transport routes for agricultural products to

reach southern and international markets.

with local tourism organisations.

Tom Gilmore Mareeba Aviation Industrial Precinct

e CASA certified public aerodrome n Code 3 sealed
runway, AFRU, AWIB and PAL

e Ideal climate for flying, free from extreme tropical
weather risks

e Unique location near Cairns International airport, yet
outside controlled airspace

e Limited environmental management risks

e Strong prospects for future growth in demand

e Located within seven to twelve hours flying time from
most Asia-Pacific locations

e Central to Australia's third largest fruit producing region
and fast-growing beef industry

For further information, please visit: www.msc.qld.gov.au/
region/mareeba-airport-aviation-industrial-park or scan the QR
code.

Pictured: Tom Gilmore Mareeba Aviation Industrial Precinct

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS AND BUDGET

The Annual Report 2024/2025
highlights  Council's

key achievements in
delivering services to

| =

the Mareeba Shire 556 8M 524 6M
over the past 12 TOTAL OPERATING TOTAL CAPITAL
months. BUDGET BUDGET

Anzac Park, Kuranda Bicentennial Lakes, Mareeba

Policy and planning frameworks for land use planning, including timely assessments and approvals.

Collaboration and advocacy for government policy and improved infrastructure to keep pace with a growing economy.
Promotion of a small business-friendly council and investment-ready Shire.

Tourism promotion through our Visitor Information Centres, digital destination marketing campaigns, and partnerships

Mareeba Industrial Park

The Mareeba Industrial Park has a number of attributes which
make it the most suitable location for large scale industrial
development in Far North Queensland:

an abundant supply of relatively inexpensive,
appropriately zoned land which will see over 180 ha of
land being progressively developed over the next thirty
years

a secure potable water supply;

able to accommodate all types of industrial activity;
centrally located with sealed all weather road access; close
to road transport and fuel depots;

underground power, water, sewerage and telephone
services provided to each lot;

business owners can invest and be secure in the
knowledge that there are adequate resources to support
future growth and expansion opportunities.

For further information, please visit:
www.msc.qld.gov.au/region/mareeba-industrial-park or
scan the QR code.

Budget Snapshot

Pictured: Mareeba Industrial Park

how every $100 in
general rates is spent

Transport Infrastructure $39.49

Parks & Open Spaces $19.81

[ Facilities $12.53
[ ] Libraries  $7.82
. Local Laws  $5.11
. Swimming Pools  $4.65
I Biodiversity Protection  $4.15
I Community Engagement and Tourism  $3.09
I Planning  $2.32
| Building and Plumbing  $1.03




MILLERFHARRIS TAWYERS

Local legal experts servicing
Mareeba, the Atherton Tablelands, and Far North Queensland

Specialising in:

o Agribusiness

. Property

3 Commercial

o Native title

° Water rights

. Leasing

° Disputes

. Trusts and estate planning
° Family law

. Conveyancing

With a tfeam of 30*, comprising partners, lawyers, and a support team
we can assist you with your commercial and personal legal matters. *approx

Lawyers in Focus: Below are four of our lawyers, summarising their area of expertise and approach to exceptional
client service assisting clients in Mareeba, the Atherton Tablelands, and Far North Queensland.

Lauren Doktor
Partner, Wills and Estate

*practices in wills and estates, as well as
property and commercial law

Nigel Hales
Partner, Property

* Accredited property specialist with over 20 years
experience in the region
*experience to navigate complex business

s *considerable experience across property legal
structures and family circumstances

issues including conveyancing, leasing, community
fitles schemes, property development structuring
and titing, and planning and environmental laws

*ensures that each client’s individual needs
are understood to achieve the best
possible outcome for them

*|leads our conveyancing team

Sean Walsh
Partner, Commercial

Manvuela Payet
Senior Associate, Family Law

*q strong advocate for her clients * Accredited commercial law specialist with over 30

skworks persistently to achieve the best Pl ipelsies i felon

possible outcome within the complexities
of family law

*works diligently with his clients to help them
achieve their commercial goals while protecting

. . . their long term | | interest:
*clear and concise communication with eiriong fermlegat interests

clients to ensure that they are well \
informed to make the best decisions for including agribusiness and primary production,
their future marine, retail, and tourism and accommodation

*has extensive experience across industries

Level 1, 14 — 16 MclLeod Street, Cairns 222 Byrnes Street, Mareeba
Cairns: +61 7 4036 9700 Mareeba: +61 7 4092 3555

enquiries@millerharris.com.au
www.millerharris.com.au




and unwavering belief in its vision,

has led to great success for Mareeba’s
leading Early Learning Education and
Care Service.

Mareeba Kids Campus has experienced
significant growth over the years, which in
turn required a shift in the profitability and
viability.

The business is a community-based, non-
profit enterprise that caters for children
aged 0 to 12 years.

Moving away from the traditional parent
committee structure, Mareeba Kids
Campus’ Board of Directors is made up of
a team of local entrepreneurs and business
leaders, with a minimum 3-year term.

Chief Executive Officer, Jeanette Sturiale
said that the business operates with a high
focus on commercial viability and enabling
profit strategies for the community.

Ms Sturiale said herself and the current
board of directors had been on a “journey
to fundamental change” to evolve the
business in areas such as profit strategies
for community, recruitment, and overall
excellence.

She said a range of strategies and
procedures had been reviewed and
improved to remove as many barriers

as possible to give families successful
access to early education and care for their
children.

“During 2018, there were some major
impacts that became evident. Financial
stress for Mareeba Kids Campus as a
non-profit organisation generated concern
for future viability of our services being
continued to the community,” Ms Sturiale
said.

“It was decided that major change was
required to enable the enterprise to move
forward with its current services.

“One of the changes included a fee
structure review. This needed to be
assessed, and we undertook a vital
benchmarking against all sector services to
reach the MKC fee structure model.”

This along with several other significant
strategic and operational changes were
implemented by the CEO Jeanette Sturiale
and the Board of Directors.

Ajourney of perseverance, innovation

CAMPUS

“We are a non-profit enterprise, but we're
now very profitable,” Ms Sturiale said.

With more than 60 qualified individuals
employed, Mareeba Kids Campus is the
only provider in the Mareeba district that
offer childcare services, kindergarten/early
learning, after school care, and vacation
care programs.

Ms Sturiale said Mareeba Kids Campus
had also introduced performance-based
employment terms with all the team

- a model that involved an intentional
recruitment strategy specially to attract,
retain and grow for a high performing
senior management & leadership team.
With our current climate in experiencing
challenges in staff attraction, we really
needed to shift our strategies if we were
going to be successful in creating the best
of the best in our leadership team. Today
we are so proud of the hard work and
efforts MKC senior management team.

“We have a strong focus on building a team
of professional educators and teachers
with commitment to lifelong learning and

passion,” she said.

“One way we’re doing that is by increasing
the workforce of our sector at Mareeba
Kids Campus with trainees who are on
the job learning and creating their own
passion.

“There is also a strong focus on
environment improvements to allow the
highest opportunities for our little people.”

Mareeba Kids Campus is spanned across
three locations: 67 Constance Street, 9
Dunlop Street, and 4 Hastie Street.

Ms Sturiale said a “huge” financial and
business goal was to replace and rebuild
Mareeba Kids Campus’ Constance Street
Centre — a move that would not have
been possible without implementing better
efficiencies in recent years.

A complete demolition of the old campus
was carried out in early 2024, with
construction starting shortly after.

The new centre is open for 2025
enrolments.
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and access to water resources, the

Mareeba Shire has become a hub for
various agricultural enterprises, producing
an array of crops and livestock that

With its fertile soils, favourable climate,

contribute to both local and national markets.

Strong industry advocacy is provided by
organisations such as FNQ Growers, Cane
Growers and FNQ Sustainable Cropping
INC. In 2024 there were several initiatives
implemented to improve primary production
in the region.

One of those initiatives implemented was
the employment of Kelly Hodgkinson as the
Regional Workforce Development Officer
with FNQ Growers and the Queensland
Agriculture Workforce Network. Kelly plays
a crucial role in addressing the workforce
challenges faced by the agricultural sector
in Far North Queensland. With a strong
background in agriculture and community
engagement, Kelly is dedicated to fostering
a sustainable workforce that supports the
growth and resilience of the region’s farming
industry.

As the Regional Workforce Development
Officer, Kelly is at the forefront of initiatives
aimed at addressing the labour shortages
that have become increasingly prevalent in
the agricultural sector. One of her primary
responsibilities is to identify the specific
workforce needs of local growers and align
those needs with training and employment
opportunities. By collaborating with
educational institutions, training providers,
and industry associations, she works to
ensure that the local workforce is equipped
with the skills necessary to meet the
demands of modern agriculture.

Kelly is actively involved in the development
and implementation of training programs
tailored to the needs of the region’s growers
in collaboration with industry bodies such
as the Queensland Farmers Federation

and the Queensland Fruit and Vegetable
Growers. These programs cover a wide
range of topics, including sustainable
farming practices, machinery operation,
and business management. By enhancing
the skill sets of local workers, Kelly aims to
boost productivity and improve the overall
competitiveness of the agricultural sector in
Far North Queensland.

In her role, Kelly also collaborates closely
with the Queensland Agriculture Workforce

Network, a statewide initiative designed

to address workforce challenges across
Queensland's agricultural industries.
Through this network, she shares insights
and best practices, helping to shape policies
and programs that benefit not just the local
area, but the agricultural sector statewide.

Kelly’s involvement with the network allows
her to stay informed about emerging

trends and workforce solutions, which

she can then adapt to the specific context
of Far North Queensland. This proactive
approach ensures that the region is not only
addressing current workforce issues but is
also preparing for future challenges.

WATER FOR THE FUTURE

Sunwater, a key player in the management
and distribution of water resources

in Queensland, plays a vital role in

the Mareeba Shire's agricultural and
economic landscape. As a provider

of water infrastructure and services,
Sunwater oversees water allocations and
auctions that are essential for sustaining
the region's agriculture, particularly in a
place where water resources are both a
precious commaodity and a critical driver of
productivity.

Following completion of the Mareeba-
Dimbulah Water Supply Scheme (MDWSS)
Efficiency Improvement Project, Sunwater
has validated water savings from the
scheme’s Barron Zone D for permanent
sale. The Department of Regional
Development, Manufacturing and Water
(DRDMW) Approval has approved the
conversion of 11,508 megalitres (ML) of
medium priority (MP) distribution losses
from the validated savings to productive use
water allocations with the purpose “Any”.
The repurposed 11,508 ML will have no
impact on existing allocations in the MDWSS
with the total entitlement in the scheme
remaining unchanged. Sunwater will made
the 11,508 ML of MDWSS Barron Zone D
MP allocations available for permanent trade
through an auction on the Water Exchange
platform over a three-week period in May
2024.

Water allocations refer to the entitlements
granted to users for the extraction of water
from rivers, lakes, and aquifers. In Mareeba
Shire, these allocations are particularly
significant due to the region's reliance on
agriculture, where irrigation is crucial for
growing crops such as coffee, tropical fruits,
and vegetables. Sunwater administers
these allocations, ensuring that water is

distributed fairly and sustainably among
various users, including farmers, industry,
and environmental needs.

The allocation process typically involves
assessing available water resources and
determining the amount of water that can
be distributed to different users based on
factors such as water availability, demand,
and environmental considerations. This
careful management is crucial in maintaining
a balance between agricultural needs and
environmental sustainability, particularly in
the face of climate variability and changing
rainfall patterns.

In addition to traditional water allocations,
Sunwater also conducts water auctions,
which are a dynamic mechanism for
managing water resources in the region.
These auctions allow users to buy and sell
water allocations based on market demand,
providing flexibility for both agricultural
producers and the environment.

The Tablelands Regional Water Assessment
area spans from the Tablelands Regional
Council area, through to eastern parts

of the Mareeba Shire Council, and the
western part of Cairns Regional Council.
Regional Water Assessments set out how
existing infrastructure, new infrastructure
and non-infrastructure solutions can help
maximise water supply and drive economic
growth. The draft Tablelands Regional Water
Assessment has identified future water
options on the Tablelands, including:

+ Mareeba-Dimbulah Water Supply Scheme
Efficiency Improvement Project Stage 2 —
proceed to a detailed business case.

* Releasing unallocated water from reserves
that have been identified in regional water
plans.

+ Lake Mitchell to the Barron River pipeline
— proceed to a detailed business case,
subject to conditions and compatibility
requirements.

+ Johnstone River to Tinaroo Falls
Dam Pipeline — proceed to a detailed
business case, subject to conditions and
compatibility requirements.

Thirty-eight per cent expected will be
available for Tablelands growers as part of
the $32.54 million Mareeba Dimbulah water
efficiency project.

Sunwater, the water-saving project replaced
14 kilometres of pipeline, installed 125
automated irrigation channel control gates
and upgraded 157 water offtakes. The
project was jointly funded by the Queensland
($20.94 million) and Australian Governments
($11.6 million). (continued next page)
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Rigorous water validation assessments
have confirmed at least 11,500 megalitres
will be saved annually, far exceeding the
project target of 8,306 megalitres. With
more than 17,000 hectares of farmland, the
Tablelands is one of Queensland’s most
significant food bowls and water availability
is a key driver for economic growth and
jobs in the region. The project is expected
to deliver more than $20 million per year

in increased agricultural production for the
Tablelands.

The project’s infrastructure improvements
mean the Mareeba-Dimbulah Water Supply
Scheme is more responsive to water
demands, reducing overflow losses and
allowing for more controlled and regulated
water delivery. The new water available for
sale will be the first new water available

for permanent purchase in the Mareeba
Dimbulah Water Supply Scheme since the
1990s.

Water auctions have become increasingly
important as they enable farmers to secure
the water they need during critical periods,
such as during dry spells or peak growing
seasons. By allowing users to trade water
allocations, Sunwater fosters a more
efficient use of this vital resource. Farmers
can purchase additional water when
necessary or sell surplus allocations when
they have more water than they need,
optimizing their operational costs and
improving their financial viability.

The implications of Sunwater's water
allocations and auctions are profound for
the agricultural sector in Mareeba Shire.
Access to reliable water resources enables
farmers to plan their crops effectively,
ensuring that they can meet market
demands. This predictability is crucial in
maintaining the economic stability of the
region, especially as Mareeba is known for
its high-value crops.

Moreover, the ability to participate in

water auctions adds a layer of financial
flexibility for growers. Farmers can adapt
to changing circumstances—such as
drought conditions or market fluctuations—
by strategically managing their water
allocations. This adaptability is vital for
long-term sustainability in an industry that
is often subject to external pressures.

While the focus is often on agricultural
needs, Sunwater’s management of water
resources also considers the environmental
impacts. Ensuring that water is available
for natural ecosystems is essential for
maintaining biodiversity and the health

of local waterways. Through careful
monitoring and regulation, Sunwater
strives to balance agricultural needs with
environmental stewardship.

The community aspect is also significant.
By engaging with local stakeholders,
Sunwater ensures that the perspectives of
farmers, businesses, and environmental
groups are considered in water
management decisions. This collaborative
approach fosters a sense of ownership

among community members and enhances
the resilience of the region.

Sunwater's water allocations and auctions
are fundamental to the agricultural and
economic landscape of Mareeba Shire. By
managing these vital resources effectively,
Sunwater supports local farmers, enhances
agricultural productivity, and contributes to
the overall sustainability of the region. As
challenges such as climate change and
population growth continue to impact water
resources, the importance of adaptive
management strategies, like those
employed by Sunwater, will only increase.
Through careful oversight and innovative
approaches, the future of Mareeba

Shire’s agriculture can remain vibrant and
sustainable, benefiting both the economy
and the community as a whole.

For more than a decade, the benchmark
for exceptional farming practices has been
set with the annual Charlie Nastasi Farmer
of the Year Award. Charlie Nastasi was

a stalwart of the Far North Queensland
farming community throughout his life.
Charlie and his wife Lucy grew tobacco
and then pumpkins, sweet potato and other
vegetables on their farm in Biboohra which
was first established by his father Salvatore
Nastasi in the 1940s.

In September, 290 members of the Far
North Queensland farming community
came together in Mareeba at the FNQ
Growers Gala Dinner, to learn who would
be honoured as the 2024 Charlie Nastasi
Horticultural Farmer of the Year. FNQ
Growers President, Mr Joe Moro was
impressed by the quality of finalists. “Our
growers are leading the world with their
innovation and industry leadership, and we
should be very proud of them.”

Nominations for the 2024 Award were
received from throughout the Far North
Queensland region. Four finalists were
selected from the nominations to be
assessed by the judges for their innovation,
industry leadership and community
contribution.

After a presentation on the farm business
of each finalist, Lucy Nastasi joined FNQ
Growers President Joe Moro on stage

to present the 2024 Charlie Nastasi
Horticultural Farmer of the Year award

to Deb Nucifora. Deb is active in the
community as well as in her mango
business with 17,000 trees in the orchard.
A hard-working volunteer and business
manager, Deb attends every Australian
Mango Industry Association conference
and is always looking for opportunities to
develop the Deb’s Gold Mangoes brand.

Donations of fruit and vegetables were

auctioned off to the highest bidder raising
almost $23,000 for charities including

the Mareeba Friends of the Hospital
Foundation, Down Syndrome Queensland
and the Black Cockatoo Foundation to
support mental health.

The agriculture industry in Mareeba

Shire is a dynamic and integral part of

the region’s identity. With its diverse
production, strong economic contributions,
and community-focused practices, the
sector not only supports local livelihoods
but also enhances the overall quality of life
in the shire. As Mareeba Shire continues to
adapt to changing conditions and embrace
innovation, its agricultural industry is
poised for a bright future, ensuring that it
remains a vital component of the local and
national economy for years to come.

Mareeba is known for its production of
tropical fruits, including mangoes, lychees,
and avocados. The warm climate allows
for a variety of fruit to flourish, making the
region a significant contributor to Australia’s
fruit supply. These fruits are often sold

in local markets and exported, providing
economic benefits to the community.

Vegetable farming is another vital sector

in Mareeba, with a wide range of crops
grown in the region, including tomatoes,
capsicums, and zucchinis. The proximity to
major markets in Cairns and beyond allows
for fresh produce to be delivered quickly,
ensuring that local farmers can meet the
demands of consumers looking for fresh,
quality vegetables.

While crop farming is prominent, livestock
also plays an essential role in Mareeba
Shire’s agricultural landscape. The region
supports cattle grazing and poultry farming,
contributing to the supply of beef and eggs.

Aquaculture is another growing sector in
Mareeba, with various farms dedicated
to the sustainable production of fish and
seafood. This industry complements the
traditional agricultural practices and adds
to the shire’s overall agricultural diversity.

The agriculture industry in Mareeba is

a cornerstone of the local economy. It
provides numerous job opportunities, not
only on farms but also in related sectors
such as transportation, processing, and
retail. Many families in the region rely on
agriculture for their livelihoods, and the
sector fosters a strong sense of community
among farmers and producers.

Moreover, the agricultural industry
contributes significantly to the local
economy through the generation of income
and the promotion of tourism. Agritourism
is becoming increasingly popular, with
many farms offering tours, tastings, and
experiences that allow visitors to engage
with the agricultural practices and products
of the region.

Despite its strengths, the agriculture
industry in Mareeba Shire faces
challenges, including climate variability,
pest management, and market fluctuations.
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JROM MEMBER FOR COOK

member for Cook, brings a fresh
perspective and a wealth of experience
to the role. A seasoned LNP leader, Mr
Kempton has a deep connection to the
community and a passion for advocating
for the needs of the Cook electorate. His
professional background spans various
sectors, including education, community
service, and local business, equipping him
with a multifaceted understanding of the
challenges and opportunities facing the
region.

Born and raised in Cook, Mr Kempton is a
proud advocate for the diverse communities
that call this electorate home. With his
appointment, the office for Cook will be
moved from Cairns to within the Cook
electorate with local staff in Mareeba.

He has been involved in local initiatives
aimed at improving educational outcomes,
promoting economic development, and
enhancing community health services. His
grassroots approach has resonated with
constituents, fostering a sense of trust and
reliability.

One of Mr Kempton’s primary ambitions for
the Cook electorate is to bolster economic
development while ensuring sustainable
practices. He believes that the region has
significant potential for growth, particularly
in tourism, agriculture, and renewable
energy sectors. Mr Kempton aims to

David Kempton, the newly elected

attract investment by promoting Cook

as a destination for both businesses and
tourists, emphasizing the unique cultural
and natural resources the area has to offer.
He is committed to working closely with
local businesses, providing them with the
support needed to thrive and expand while
proactively dealing with the run-away youth
crime and domestic violence problems that
have made people feel unsafe in their own
homes.

In addition to economic development,

Mr Kempton is dedicated to improving
infrastructure in the Cook electorate. He
recognizes that reliable transport and
communication networks are vital for the
community’s growth. Mr Kempton plans

to advocate for upgrades to roads, public
transport, and digital connectivity, ensuring
that residents can access essential services
and participate fully in the modern economy.
His vision includes strategic solutions to

the Kuranda range road, the Barron River
bridge, and the future of the Mossman Mill.

Education is another cornerstone of Mr
Kempton’s platform. He believes that a
strong educational system is crucial for the
future of the Cook electorate. Mr Kempton
aims to work with schools, educators, and
parents to ensure that all children have
access to quality education and resources.

Health services also feature prominently
in Mr Kempton’s agenda. He is committed
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to ensuring that all residents have access
to comprehensive healthcare, including
mental health services. Mr Kempton plans
to collaborate with health professionals and
community organisations to identify gaps in
services and develop strategies to address
them.

In his role as the member for Cook,

David Kempton envisions a collaborative
approach to governance, fostering
partnerships with local councils, community
groups, and stakeholders. He aims to be

a voice for his constituents in Parliament,
ensuring their concerns are heard and
addressed.

David Kempton'’s election marks a new
chapter for the Cook electorate, one
characterized by ambition, dedication, and
a commitment to sustainable growth. As

he embarks on this journey, his vision and
leadership promise to bring positive change
to the community he deeply loves.

“Field Days

28, 29, 30 MAY 2025

www.fnqfielddays.org.au
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as a wonderful place to live, offering
a unique blend of natural beauty,
cultural diversity, and a strong sense of
community. With its stunning landscapes,
rich agricultural heritage, and a welcoming
atmosphere, Mareeba tands out as an
ideal location for families, retirees, and
individuals seeking a vibrant lifestyle.

Mareeba is renowned for its tight-knit
community, where friendly faces and a
welcoming spirit make newcomers feel at
home. The town hosts various events and
festivals throughout the year that foster social
connections and celebrate local culture.
Events such as the Mareeba Rodeo and the
Mareeba Market Days provide platforms for
residents to come together, enjoy local food
and entertainment, and support local artisans
and farmers.

Community engagement is further
strengthened through local organisations
and volunteer groups that play a vital role in
promoting social cohesion. Whether through
environmental initiatives, sporting clubs, or
cultural organizations, residents have ample
opportunities to get involved, contribute, and
form lasting friendships.

For families considering a move to Mareeba

Shire, access to quality education and
healthcare is a significant draw. The region

M areeba is increasingly recognised

TUNGSTEN from a Mt Carbine mine is
playing an integral role in global security, with
the United States moving to secure a supply
of the hard metal for products critical to its
defence, aerospace, medical, industrial and
semiconductor sectors.

With China and Russia the dominant world
suppliers of tungsten, EQ Resources’ Mt
Carbine mine and its newly-acquired Spanish
mine have become critical to the US, with
the US Defense Production Act (Title IlI),
now classifying the raw material coming from
Australia as “US domestic sources”.

According to EQ Resources operations
manager Ryan MacNeill, the move not only
strengthens the supply chain, but grants
access to substantial US funding programs
aimed at bolstering “mission-critical sectors”.

At the same time, EQ Resources, which also
owns Wolfram Camp mine near Dimbulah,

TUNGSTEN «C g dest
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boasts several primary and secondary
schools that offer a supportive learning
environment for children. Additionally,
Mareeba Shire is committed to continuous
improvement in education, with initiatives
aimed at enhancing facilities and resources.

Healthcare services in the area are also
robust, with the Mareeba Hospital providing
essential medical care, alongside numerous
clinics and allied health services. This

focus on health and well-being ensures that
residents have access to quality healthcare,
contributing to the overall liveability of

the Shire.

Mareeba Shire’s economy is diverse and
resilient, driven by agriculture, tourism, and
retail. The region is well-known for its fertile
soil and favourable climate, which support

a thriving agricultural sector that produces

a variety of crops, including coffee, tropical
fruits, and vegetables. This agricultural
richness not only sustains the local economy
but also provides fresh produce for residents
and local markets.

As tourism continues to grow, opportunities
in hospitality and service sectors are also
on the rise. The influx of visitors seeking to
experience the natural beauty and cultural
richness of Mareeba creates additional
jobs and supports the community's
economic vitality.

has entered into a strategic partnership
and long-term offtake agreement with
Elmet Technologies, the only US-owned
and operated tungsten and molybdenum
manufacturer.

This collaboration is set to redefine the
tungsten supply chain.

“This partnership is of profound geopolitical
significance, particularly given that neither
the US, Canada, nor the United Kingdom
currently have operating tungsten mines,”
Mr MacNeill said.

“This agreement fortifies the strategic supply
chain between Australia and the US, ensuring
resilience in industries crucial to national
security, technological advancement, and
sustainable energy development.”

As part of the agreement, Elmet is to purchase
EQR tungsten concentrate with an estimated
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One of the most appealing aspects of living
in Mareeba Shire is its breathtaking natural
environment. The region is a haven for
outdoor enthusiasts, offering numerous
opportunities for activities such as hiking,
cycling, and birdwatching. Local attractions
like the Mareeba Wetlands and the nearby
Barron Gorge National Park showcase the
area's diverse flora and fauna, providing
residents with a constant reminder of the
beauty that surrounds them.

For those who enjoy adventure, Mareeba is
a gateway to some of Queensland's most
stunning landscapes, including the Great
Barrier Reef and the Atherton Tablelands.
This proximity to natural wonders means that
residents can easily embark on weekend
getaways, exploring waterfalls, lakes, and
scenic drives that highlight the region’s
breathtaking scenery.

In summary, Mareeba is a remarkable place
to live, offering a blend of natural beauty,
community spirit, quality education, and
economic opportunities. Its welcoming
atmosphere, combined with access to
outdoor adventures and a strong support
network, makes it an attractive option for
those seeking a fulfilling lifestyle. Whether
you’re drawn by the stunning landscapes,
the vibrant community, or the quality of life,
Mareeba is a place where residents can
thrive and truly feel at home.
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value of $30 million (at current market prices)
over a five-year period.

The Mt Carbine operation has been producing
tungsten concentrate for the past three years,
with around 200 tonnes a month worth around
$3.5 million being produced from its open pit.

“There is about 4-5 years left of open pit
mining capability but we want to do the
underground (mining development) in parallel
because the scoping study showed another
10 years’ worth of tungsten,”

he said.
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breaking real estate prices, a trend that

reflects the town's growing appeal and
robust economic conditions. Historically
known for its agricultural prowess and
scenic landscapes, Mareeba is increasingly
attracting homebuyers and investors,
leading to a significant rise in property
values.

Mareeba has 6,118 properties. The median
house price for the region has grown by
more than 15% in the past 12 months. Over
the last 5 years, Houses in Mareeba have
seen a 60.18% increase in median value.

Several factors contribute to the soaring
real estate prices in Mareeba. Firstly, the
post-pandemic shift in lifestyle preferences
has seen many individuals and families
seeking more spacious and affordable
living options outside major urban centres.
Mareeba offers the perfect blend of rural
charm and modern amenities, making it
an attractive alternative to larger cities like
Cairns.

The influx of new residents has been a key
driver of demand. As people discover the
lifestyle advantages of living in Mareeba—
such as access to nature, a strong sense
of community, and a more relaxed pace

of life—more are choosing to relocate.
This increase in demand has led to a
competitive market, resulting in higher

In 2024, Mareeba has witnessed record-

property prices.

Additionally, the region’s economic stability
plays a significant role. Mareeba's economy
is diverse, with strong agricultural, retail,
and tourism sectors. The agricultural
industry, particularly coffee and tropical

fruit production, has been thriving, creating
jobs and boosting the local economy. As
employment opportunities grow, so does
the demand for housing, further driving up
prices.

In 2024, the Mareeba real estate market
has experienced remarkable growth.
According to local real estate reports,
property values have surged by double
digits compared to previous years. Homes
that were once considered affordable

are now fetching prices that reflect their
desirability, with many properties selling
well above their asking prices due to
multiple offers.

The demand for various property types has
also shifted. While traditional family homes
continue to be popular, there has been a
noticeable increase in interest for larger
lots and rural properties. Buyers are looking
for space, both indoors and outdoors, and
many are investing in properties that allow
for gardening, farming, or simply enjoying
the expansive natural surroundings. This
trend has further influenced the average
sale prices in the region.

NEW LOOK FOR STREET

ARTISTS’ impressions of what the new
works in Byrnes Street will look like have
been released by Mareeba Shire Council.

Works have started on the “Byrnes Street
Safety Improvements” project after the
$562,822 tender was recently awarded to
Gregg Constructions to undertake

the works.

“The Byrnes Street Safety Improvements
project will improve road safety and
modernise the median islands and garden
beds, ensuring a cohesive look from one
end of Byrnes Street to the other,” Mayor
Angela Toppin said.

The $663,152 project is fully funded by the
Australian Government'’s Local Roads and
Community Infrastructure Program and is
part of the broader $1,812,817 in funding
from the Australian Government to deliver a
suite of projects in the shire.
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“These improvements will enhance visibility
and safety for road users and pedestrians
as well as creating safer working conditions
for council’s parks and gardens team
members,” Mayor Toppin said.

“New, compact and hardy plants will
replace the existing gardens and hedges
at the southern end of Byrnes Street,
near the BP Service Station and Mareeba
Connection Road, as well as at the
northern end between Granite Bridge and
Jacobson Street.”

The works will include plantings of compact,
hardy plants which will replace the existing
gardens and hedges. Significant shade
trees will remain, and

The surge in property values can also
benefit the community through increased
local investment. Higher property prices
often lead to greater rates revenues,

which can be reinvested in community
services, infrastructure improvements, and
amenities. As Mareeba continues to grow,
local leaders are committed to ensuring that
the town evolves while retaining its unique
character and charm.

Looking ahead, the real estate market

in Mareeba is expected to remain

strong, although some analysts predict a
stabilization of prices as the market adjusts
to the new demand levels. Factors such as
interest rates, economic conditions, and
regional development plans will play crucial
roles in shaping the future of real estate in
Mareeba.

2024 has marked a pivotal year for
Mareeba’s real estate market, characterised
by record prices driven by increased
demand and economic growth. As the
town continues to attract new residents
and investors, the community will need to
navigate the challenges and opportunities
that come with this rapid change, ensuring
that Mareeba remains a desirable place
to live for both newcomers and long-term
residents.

additional trees will be planted.

The plant palette features native and
flowering plants to add colour.

The works will not affect parking spaces
and are expected to start this month and be
completed by February next year, with

a break for the holiday season.

Council says it anticipates minimal
disruption to residents and businesses
during construction.
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Abundant Life Mareeba
Amaroo Medical

Apels Solicitors & Notary
Barron River Lawns

Blundell Classic Ford Museum
Café Crema

Cairns Chamber of Commerce
Cape Gateway Motel

Care Chiropractic Queensland
Chillagoe Perlite

Circuit Tree Mobiles and Technology
Claude Cater Mensland
Coffee Works

Conveyor Supplies NQ

CQB Services Pty Ltd
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FNQ Growers

Forever Wild

Frankly Financial

FX Business Technologies
Golden Drop Winery

Gregg Constructions Pty Ltd
Hansen Ford & Mareeba Toyota
HMBT Pty Ltd

Howe Farming

HR Dynamics

Ida Portella Business & Travel Services
Jackaroo Motel

Karma Waters Station

Kuranda Koalas

Kelly Wealth Services

Marama Jewellery

Mareeba Community Centre Inc
Mareeba Community Housing
Mareeba Mazda & Mitsubishi
Mareeba State High School
Maximum Pest Control

Millar Teitzel Accountants & Advisors
Miller Harris Lawyers

Moro Auto Repairs

My Mareeba Dentist

Northern Suppliers Pty Ltd

O'Donnells Office Product Depot
Priceline Pharmacy

Pumping, Irrigation & Machinery Services
RTS Concreting Pty Ltd

Savannah in the Round

Skybury Coffee Pty Ltd

Soncin Electrical Pty Ltd

Springmount Waste Management Facility
St Stephens Catholic College

Sunwater Ltd

TAFE Queensland

The Not Just Chocolate Shop

TGT Pty Ltd

WGC Lawyers



continues to play a vital role in

supporting local businesses and
fostering economic growth in the region.
With a commitment to promoting the
interests of its members and enhancing
the overall business environment,
the Chamber has introduced several
innovative initiatives, including a popular
gift card program designed to stimulate
local spending and strengthen
community ties.

The Mareeba Chamber of Commerce

The Mareeba Chamber of Commerce
serves as a voice for the local business
community, providing advocacy,
resources, and networking opportunities.
Established to support small and medium-
sized enterprises, the Chamber engages
with local government, community
organisations, and other stakeholders to
address issues affecting businesses in
the area.

The Chamber organises various events,
workshops, and seminars throughout the
year, aimed at equipping business owners
with the skills and knowledge they need
to thrive.

Topics range from digital marketing

and customer service to financial
management and sustainability practices.
These initiatives foster a collaborative
environment where local entrepreneurs
can share ideas, learn from one another,
and develop strategies to enhance their
competitiveness.

One of the standout initiatives introduced
by the Mareeba Chamber of Commerce
in 2023 was the local gift card program.
Designed to encourage residents and
visitors to shop locally, the program allows
consumers to purchase gift cards that
can be used at participating businesses
throughout Mareeba. This initiative not
only promotes local spending but also
helps keep money within the community,
supporting local jobs and services.

The gift card program has been well-
received, with a growing number of
businesses signing up to participate. By
providing a convenient way for consumers
to shop local, the program fosters a sense
of community pride and encourages
residents to explore the diverse range of
goods and services available in Mareeba.

From retail stores and restaurants

to service providers and agricultural
producers, the gift cards can be redeemed
at a variety of establishments, making
them a versatile choice for gift-giving.

The impact of the gift card program on
local businesses has been significant.

As consumers increasingly prioritize
supporting their community, many

have embraced the opportunity to shop
locally using the gift cards. This boost in
local spending has helped businesses
recover from previous downturns and has
contributed to the overall vitality of the
Mareeba economy.

Moreover, the program has spurred
additional marketing efforts among
participating businesses. Many have taken
to social media and local advertising to
promote their involvement in the gift card
initiative, further increasing their visibility
and attracting new customers. The sense
of collaboration fostered by the Chamber’s
efforts has encouraged businesses to
support one another, creating a stronger,
more interconnected business community.

As the year progresses, the Mareeba
Chamber of Commerce plans to expand
the gift card program and explore

additional initiatives aimed at enhancing
local economic resilience. Potential future
enhancements could include partnerships
with local events and festivals, where gift
cards could be integrated into activities to
drive participation and engagement.

The Chamber remains committed

to advocating for the interests of its
members, ensuring that the voice of
Mareeba’s business community is heard.
By fostering a culture of collaboration and
supporting innovative initiatives like the
gift card program, the Chamber aims to
build a thriving local economy that
benefits everyone.

The Mareeba Chamber of Commerce

is a dynamic organisation dedicated

to supporting local businesses and
enhancing the community’s economic
landscape. The introduction of the gift
card program represents a proactive
approach to fostering local spending and
strengthening community bonds.

As Mareeba continues to grow and
evolve, the Chamber’s efforts will
remain crucial in ensuring a prosperous
future for the region’s businesses and
residents alike.
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